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1.Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
The irony of this being a country that floods heavily when it rains and also one of the world’s most  water scarce countries is not lost on Kenyans .Recently, water scarcity has been a concern for Kenyans, from government officials to citizens trying to eke out a living in a decent and clean environment.
Access to save drinking water is a critical determinant of the health of individuals and households. Kenya still has a long way to go. Some 27 million people lack access to improved sanitation. When it comes to quality of water, 41 per cent of the 47 million Kenyans still rely on unimproved water sources such as rivers and streams, dams, ponds, lakes, unprotected wells and springs and water vendors.
Improved water sources such as piped water, rain harvested water, borehole water and protected wells are less prone to contamination and hence are safer.
In 1963 when we attained independence, her was almost 2.4 million litres of water available for every Kenyan per year. This drastically shrank to 461,000 litres by 2014, and it is estimated that in 2025, our population will so strain water sources that only 235,000 litres of fresh water per capita will be available. Tanzania across the, fence is at 1.6 million litres per capita.
Deforestation, degradation and encroachment of water towers and other catchment areas as well as wanton logging have undermined our country’s capability to quench its thirst, and to effectively enjoy food security.
We can reverse this through legislative, household and private sector interventions. Rain water harvesting, waste water recycling, water tower conservation, tree planting, reduction in river pollution and reduction of water wastage are some of the measures we can take and scale up.
Scarcity of safe drinking water and sanitation has a reverberating effect on the lives and livelihoods of communities. For women, children and sometimes even men, fetching water becomes a daily time consuming activity. They walk long distances and queue long hours, and some children drop out of school.
In urban areas, residents of water scarce neighborhoods access water at exorbitant rates. As a recent study revealed, a family in the slum pays 172% more for water compared with a family living in a formal estate.
Most of the family income is therefore diverted to cater for water needs.
Questions.
1. According to the first paragraph, what is odd about the water situation in Kenya?   (2mks)



2. Why is access to safe drinking water important?                                             (2mks)




3. Comment on the use of statistics in the second paragraph.                               (3mks)

4. Make notes on improved water sources.                                                          (3mks)






5. Compare Kenya’s water situation as it was at independence and as it was in 2014.                                                           (2mks)







6. What are the effects of water scarcity on communities?                                         (3mks)





7. Discuss the irony evident in the access to water in urban areas                        (3mks)






8. Give the meaning of the following expressions as used in the passage             (2mks)

i) eke out_




ii) interventions_



2. POETRY
Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow.
Old and New
She went up the mountain to pluck wild herbs,
She came down the mountain and met her former husband,
She knelt down and asked her former husband,
“What do you find your new wife like?”
“My new wife, although her talk is clever,
Cannot charm me as my old wife could,
In beauty of face there is not much to choose,
But in usefulness they are not at all alike,
My new wife comes in from the road to meet me,
My old wife always came down from her tower.*
My new wife is clever at embroidering silk;
My old wife was good at plain sewing.
Of silk embroidery one can do an inch a day;
Of plain sewing, more than five feet.
Putting her silks by the side of your sewing,
I see that the new will not compare with the old.”

Anonymous 1st Century B.C


Questions.

a) What is the poem about? 
                                                                                                                                                                   (3 marks)



b)With illustrations identify one similarity and difference in the two wives.                                         	      (4 marks) 




 c) Comment on any three poetic devices used in the poem.                                                                     (6 marks)








d) Explain the meaning of the following lines.                                                                                           (3 marks)

“My new wife, although her talk is clever, cannot harm me as my old wife” 



e) Identify aspects of social life noticeable in the poem.                                                                                     (2mks)




f) What is the tone of the poem ?                                                                                                                       




3. GRAMMAR

1. Correct the errors in the following sentences.                                                                                                 (3mks)
i) It is an important ocassion.

ii) The cite was lovely.

iii) It is embarracing to mispronounce words.                                                                       


2.Fill in the blank forming adjectives from the given in brackets.                                                                          (3mks)
i. John was _______________________ of his neighbours’ success (envy) 

ii. I felt ________________________ about not being able to help (awe)


iii. He took a _________________ leave after the father died (compassion) 

3.Fill the blank spaces with the correct preposition                                                         			(3mks)
1. I am indebted _________________ him for the help he gave me.

2. She has always confided_______________ him.


3. The ailing man has been in bed__________________ the whole week. 


4. Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given. Do not change the meaning.                                                                                                                              (2mks)
1. He threatened us. He was insolent.(Begin: Not only)



2. You will only succeed if you work hard.(Rewrite using unless)



3. The bus we have been waiting for is coming.(Rewrite beginning: Here_____



5. Rewrite the following sentences into the passive form.                                           (3mks )
                          
 (i) The health officer ordered the school to be closed down. 
	 



ii) The government has set up a steering committee to investigate the violence. 
	



iii) They applauded his good deeds. 


