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SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 Marks) 
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
Write your composition in the spaces provided.

The bell rang loudly and everyone rushed to the assembly ground. I could feel my heart beating faster as I wondered what would happen next. _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 marks) 
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE (10 marks)
Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow.
Hare Learns a Lesson
Once upon a time, Hare and Porcupine decided to build a house together. Hare brought soft grass and flowers, while Porcupine collected strong sticks and bark. When the house was complete, Hare claimed it as his own, saying his materials made it beautiful. Porcupine felt betrayed but didn’t argue. Instead, he planned a quiet lesson to teach Hare about fairness.
That night, Porcupine lit a small fire outside and smoke filled the house. Hare rushed out, coughing and begged for forgiveness. Realising his mistake, he promised never to be selfish again. From that day on, they shared everything equally and even improved their home together. Their friendship became stronger and the other animals admired their teamwork and harmony.
 (a) Identify the following in this story. (2 marks)
i. Opening formula
____________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Closing formula
____________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Give two ways you would make this story more interesting if you were telling it to your friends. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Identify the character traits of the main character in the story. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(d) What shows that Porcupine is clever in this story? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(e) What moral lesson do we learn from this story? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
. TASK 3: POETRY (5 marks)
Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow.
The Old Clock
Upon the wall, the old clock stands, Its hands moving, never tired.
It watches over silent rooms, Marking time, always inspired.
It ticks through laughter, ticks through tears, A witness to the passing years.
Its face has seen the cradle rock,
Heard whispered prayers at midnight’s knock. Through fading light and newborn cries,
It holds the hush of long goodbyes. A quiet keeper of our days,
It ticks in ever-faithful ways.

(a) Identify one inanimate character in the poem and describe its trait.	(1 mark)
______________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Who is the persona in this poem?	(1 mark)
______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Name one other participant in the poem apart from the persona.	(1 mark)
______________________________________________________________________________________
(d) What does the old clock symbolise in the poem?	(1 mark)
______________________________________________________________________________________
(e) What lesson can we learn from the old clock?	(1 mark)
______________________________________________________________________________________

TASK 4: PLAY (10 marks)
Read the excerpt from the play below and then answer the questions that follow.
Act One: Scene One
(The kitchen. Mother is preparing breakfast. Tom enters, looking worried.)
TOM:	Mother, have you seen my school bag?
MOTHER: No, Tom. Did you leave it in the living room?
TOM:	I checked everywhere. I think I lost it on the way home yesterday.
MOTHER: Don’t worry, Tom. Let’s retrace your steps after breakfast.
TOM:	Thank you, Mother.
(Father enters, holding Tom’s bag.)
FATHER: Looking for this?
TOM:	Yes! Thank you, Dad!
MOTHER: Next time, be more careful, Tom.
(They all laugh.)
(The family sits down for breakfast and Tom eagerly opens his bag to check its contents.)
TOM:		Oh no, my Mathematics assignment’s not here! I must have left it at the library when I was studying with Sam yesterday.
FATHER: The library, huh? Well, finish your breakfast and I’ll drive you there to look for it.
MOTHER: And maybe this time, Tom, keep a closer eye on your things.
TOM:	I promise I’ll try! (He grins and they continue with their meal, chatting about the day ahead.)
Questions
(a) Highlight two main events in this scene.	(2 marks)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Identify the main idea of this scene.	(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(c) Name the characters in this scene and describe their relationship.	(4 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(d) Relate one lesson from this play to real life.	(2 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 5: NOVELLA (10 marks)
Below is a section of a novella. Read it and then answer the questions that follow.
The wind tore through the misty hills of Kakamega, rustling banana leaves as Amina hurried to their mud-walled home. Her heart raced with worry for Musa, her younger brother, left alone while she fetched supplies from the market. The sudden downpour had turned the paths to mud and thunder rumbled over the lush forest. Soaked, she pushed open the creaking door and found Musa on a woven mat by the window. He was staring at the rain-lashed trees. Amina pulled him into a warm embrace, promising never to leave him in such a storm again.
The house was cold, the jiko’s embers barely glowing. Amina added coal. Musa, usually chatty, was quiet, clutching a carved wooden bird their father had made before going on a logging trip. “The forest’s angry,” he whispered. Amina draped a kanga over them, vowing to teach him to read the clouds. As rain drummed the iron roof, she shared tales of their father’s adventures in Kakamega Forest.

(a) What are the main events in the story?	(2 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Identify two main ideas or themes in the story.	(2 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Name the main characters in the story and describe their relationship.	(4 marks)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(d) State one or metaphor used in the story and its meaning.	(2 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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