12

        
                     
101/2         			ENGLISH        		 Paper 2
((Comprehension, Literary Appreciation and Grammar)
END TERM 2 2026
July 2026 – Time: 2½ hours

Admission No ………………………………………………………… Index. No.………........………………..………

School ……………….…………………………………………….……Date………..….…Signature……………...……

Instructions to candidates
(i) Write your Admission number, index number and school in the spaces provided above.
(ii) Sign and write the date of examination in the spaces provided above.
(iii) Answer all the questions in this question paper
(iv) All your answers must be written in the spaces provided in this question paper.
(v) The paper consists of 12 printed pages.
(vi) Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed and that no questions are missing.
(vii) Candidates should answer the questions in English.	

For Examiner’s Use Only
	Question
	Maximum Score
	Candidate’s Score

	1
	20
	

	2
	25
	

	3
	20
	

	4
	15
	

	Total Score
	80
	









1. COMPREHENSION 									          (20 marks)
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow  
People must be careful the kind of personal information they post on sites. It is difficult to imagine life in what seems like a century ago without the internet and cell phone. Just how did we manage our lives before the age of instant communication at a fraction of the cost of a landline?
As a little child in 1960s, I could not visualize what my teenage sons do with technology today. Could I have dreamt of a cell phone, a device that I could have taken to school with me and been able to chat with my friends wherever I was and whenever I wanted? You know the answer. However, today’s heaven of instant communication can easily turn into the hell of deadly sin. I mean quite literally.
Instant communication devices and portable entertainment products could of course be addictive to anybody, but such addiction can be particularly destructive to young people in school. They can distract students from homework and house chores. They can also damage ear drums. Think of the ubiquitous iPod which the youth equate to oxygen without which life is unsustainable! I have even seen some grown men behaving like teenagers with iPods! Last year, a person was killed by a vehicle that spun out of control and hit him as he crossed the road somewhere in the United States. The footage showed clearly that the victim could have heard or seen the rouge vehicle had his ears not been plugged up to loud music.
While I do not want to sound like a Neanderthal, I nevertheless would like to reflect on the perils of this new gadgetry and technology. The first obvious point is that not all technology is good. Think of the A-Bomb for example, and you get my point. I disagree with those who say that it is not technology that is bad, but the users who misapply it. This is how some scientists justify their abdication of social responsibility. Thus we do not have to buy every little silly gadget that market puts out. Haven’t you noticed that the companies always time the release of these gadgets to Christmas, or other consumer holiday? They surely know how to apply peer pressure and pit child against parents as a marketing tool. Sometimes I wonder whether capitalism can be any more devious!
To be sure, I cannot gainsay the benefits of new technologies. The computer and the internet are without doubt the greatest inventions of our age. Information and knowledge that was inaccessible just several decades ago is now a click away even in the remotest village in the world. And it is all quite cheap. Access to information and knowledge is being democratized in a way that was unthinkable just a few decades ago. Think about the revolution of the cell phone for the individual communication and business transactions. Landlines are becoming virtually obsolete. It is this revolution that should lift millions out of poverty in the near future.
But these advances come with perilous clouds over them. I, particularly, want to focus on social networking sites and the dangers of the instant transmission of information and images. We have known for a long time that the internet is the new Wild West where everything goes. Countries that are afraid of democracy and dissent, like China or Syria, limit , monitor, control, censure or deny access to the internet. They claim they must keep at bay pornography and sexual predators like pedophiles who troll the internet with demonic schemes. These are real problems, but do not think that censorship is the answer. Cyber surveillance by law enforcement and the prosecution of these malignant forces is the only effective and civilized response.
But individuals must themselves act responsibly. Ultimately, the pivot of any democracy is responsible citizen action. This is where parents, civil society and the media come in. Take Facebook, the wildly popular social networking site, for example. Some of the things I have seen there are downright stupid, dangerous, malevolent or just plain crazy. Teenagers on these sites sometimes communicate with imposters bent on luring the naive to a dead end. How many times have we seen reports of some sixty-year-old pervert posing as a teen? Even scarier, how many times have we read about such rendezvouz ending in  fatality? There are other less deadly, but very destructive dangers. Prospective employers are increasingly looking into social networking sites for personal information about applicants. Even some colleges are snooping around for informtion about prospective students. There are reports that some people have been rejected because of the personal information they posted to the sites. Such information has ranged from lurid pictures to abusive language.
This means that young folk must be very careful about posting intimate details including personal pictures and other personal data such as birth dates, personal ID numbers and home address on such sites. Such information about yourself can only hurt you if displayed to the entire world to see. Teenagers need to be particularly careful about the new fad of ‘sexting’. This is an epidemic in New York among teenagers. Teens and other young people are sending nude pictures of themselves to their friends or lovers. A large number of such pictures have been shared widely beyond the intended audience. In one case, a child whose nude pictures were revealed took her own life. It can cause untold grief.
Questions
(a) What does the writer find puzzling before the coming of technology?                                       (2 marks)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


(b) What advantages does the cell phone have in comparison to a landline?                                    (2 marks)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
(c) Make notes on the dangers of modern technology.                                                                      (5 marks)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(d) What is the author’s attitude towards modern technology?                                                         (2 marks)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………
(e) How do scientists justify their innovations?                                                                                  (1 mark)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(f) What pieces of advice would you offer to teenagers on the use of social network sites. What are the resultant consequences on failure to heed each piece of advice according to the passage?        (6 marks)

….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(g) What is implied by the expression ‘perilous clouds’                                                                     (1 mark)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(h) Write the following sentence in indirect speech.                                                                           (1 mark)
         ‘I have even seen some grown men behaving like teenagers with iPods.’

          ….………………………………………………………………………………………………………
          ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


EXCERPT;  Paul B. Vitta: Fathers of Nations.                                                                           (25 marks) 
       Read the following excerpt and then answer the questions that follow
 “Actually, there was one other exception. Besides NIP, that is.” Comrade Melusi was working on his sadza, licking his fingers and smacking his lips from time to time. “RUFF, the Reformed Union of Freedom Fighters, also urged unity, but not for long.” He chuckled. “It’s leader soon had to quit. Poor fellow! Young guns under him had discovered he did not have a university degree, a finding that encouraged them to presume he was useless. He did not have ‘a proper education’ was how they put it. Out he went. Then RUFF fielded its own candidate, too. So, you’re right. In the end, each party went it alone.”
“Then the elections came,” said the visitor.
“Yes, then they came. We lost big time. But you know what?” Comrade Melusi smiled wryly. “This was when we achieved unity finally, for the half hour we needed to declare together that the elections were a sham.”
“But by fielding separate candidates like that, surely you would have lost anyway,” said the visitor.
“Not so, we shouted together with one voice, during that half hour.”
“What followed?”
“Disaffection is what followed.” Comrade Melusi had finished his sadza. He was washing his hands in  basin, with water the waiter was pouring down from a pitcher. “I went back into business.” Now he was washing his lips, over the basin, which the waiter had raised to his chin.
The visitor reached for his coffee and took a sip. “More like it!” he said. “Nice and hot,” he added. Then he turned to Comrade Melusi. “Your new business, how did it do?”
“I can’t say it did well. Inflation was eroding incomes faster than they could grow. But I survived. I didn’t live and work in as clean a surbub as I did before. I just could not afford the rent there any more. No, I had relocated to a slum in a poor part of Harare. But, hey, I was alive.” He laughed, falsely. Sorrow was in his eyes. “Then there came Murambatsvina.”
“Then came what?” asked the visitor.
“Murambatsvina’. It is Shona, meaning expelling the trash.
“Please go on.”
“Bulldozers went from slum to slum evicting residents by tearing their homes to the ground. Murambatsvina expelled us, the trash, all right. We got no advance warning before or alternative accommodation after. Nobody cared whether we lived or died. We had to go. It did not matter where. Just go!”
“Did anyone explain why you had to leave?”
“The bomber tried to. Murambatsvina’s real aim, he said, was to prevent disease and curb crime.”
“Was that its aim?”
Comrade Melusi belched. “Disease and crime increased instead. No, Murambatsvina had nothing to do with curbing of disease or crime. Its true aim was to punish us, the urban poor, for supporting opposition parties.”
   Questions
(a) What happens immediately after this excerpt?					                        (3 marks)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(b) What according to the excerpt contributed to Comrade Melusi and his allies’ loss?               (1 mark)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(c) What does the conversation between Comrade Melusi and the visitor reveal about the leadership of the bomber?                                                                                                                             (2 marks)

….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(d) What does this passage reveal about the character trait of the visitor?                                   (2 marks)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(e) Identify two problems facing Zimbabwe according to the excerpt?                                       (2 marks)
….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(f) Apart from Murambatsvina, what other government operation was unleashed on the people and how did it affect Comrade Melusi?                                                                                                 (2 marks)

….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(g) Identify two themes brought out in the excerpt.                                                                      (4 marks)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(h) Identify two instances of irony from the excerpt and explain their effectiveness.                  (4 marks)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(i) Why is the expression in the sentence below put in quotation marks?                                   (2 marks)
       He did not have ‘a proper education’ was how they put it.

….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(j) Please go on. (Supply a question tag).                                                                                      (1 mark)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
(k) Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage.                                      (2 marks)

(i) A sham ……………………………………………………………………………..………………

(ii) Wryly …………………………………………………………………………………….………..

POETRY   										          (20 marks) 
Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow. (20 mks)
	My grandmother
	She kept an antique shop – or it kept her.
	Among Apostle spoons and Bristol glasses,
	The faded silks, the heavy furniture,
	She watched her own reflection in the brass
	Salvers and silver bowls, as if to prove
	Polish was all, there was no need for love.

	And I remember how I once refused
	To go out with her, since I was afraid.
	It was perhaps a wish not to be used
	Like antique objects. Though she never said
	That she was hurt, I still could feel the guilt
	Of that refusal, guessing how she felt.

	Later, too frail to keep a shop, she put
	All her best things in one long, narrow room.
	The place smelt old, of things too long kept shut,
	The smell of absences where shadows come
	That can’t be polished. There was nothing then
	To give her own reflection back again.


	And when she died I felt no grief at all,
	Only the guilt of what I once refused.
	I walked into her room among the tall
	Sideboards and cupboards – things she never used
	But needed: and no finger-marks were there,
	Only the new dust falling through the air.                                                              - Elizabeth Jennings 


(a) Identify the persona in the above poem. 				                                    (2 marks)
…………………….….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(b) Briefly using a sentence, summarize what each stanza is talking about.                              (4 marks)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(c) Identify and illustrate the use of imagery in the poem.                                                          (4 marks)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(d) What does the persona feel towards the grandmother?		                                    (2 marks)
….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


(e) What do the following lines mean in the poem?			                                    (2 marks) 
(i) “too frail to keep a shop”	
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	

(ii) Only the new dust falling through the air”
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(f) Describe the tone the persona uses in the second stanza                                                        (2 marks)
….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(g) Explain the paradox in the line:                                                                                              (2 marks)
      -things she never used
       But needed: .……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(h) Explain the persona’s sense of guilt.					                                    (2 marks)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
GRAMMAR  						 				          (15 marks)  
(a) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each. Do not change the meaning.                                                                                                                                 (4 marks)
(i) The Principal noticed serious laxity among the students. He warned them against such behaviour. (Combine into one sentence using a participle phrase.)

….……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(ii) John is studying but swimming is his hobby. (Underline the gerund)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(iii) My examination results were released only after I had cleared the fee balance. (Begin: Not until …)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(iv) My class teacher intervened. I was not sent home. (Combine into one sentence using ‘but for’)
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(b) Fill in the blank space with the correct form of the word in brackets		                        (3 marks)

(i) His …………………………………………(efficient) cost him his job.

(ii) The prices of the items were not………………………………………………... (negotiate)

(iii) The case received a just verdict because the judge is…………………………………….. (corrupt)

(c) Fill in the blank spaces with the correct preposition.			                                    (3 marks)

(i) Jane has been down ………………………………….malaria for two days now.

(ii) We danced……………………………………the rhythm of their drums.

(iii) I have placed the coffee table ………………………………..the shade of that tree.


(d) Replace the underlined words with phrasal verbs that begin with the words in brackets.          (3 marks)

(i) Parents should not yield to their children’s unreasonable demands. (give)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………
(ii) I felt ignored the entire time they talked. (leave)
….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………


(iii) Disagreeing with his parents was his worst mistake. (fall)
….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………
(e) Rewrite the following sentences correcting the error(s) in each.                                          (2 marks)
(i) The teacher gave us humble time to finish the work.
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(ii) Please don’t dirtify the class. ….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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