
ThePearlGuide

ThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck

BelowaretheEssentialQuestions,ThemeTopics(Motifs),ThematicQuestions,and
KeyLiteraryTermsthatwewilluseforouranalysisofThePearl.Thesequestions,
themetopics,andtermswillguideourdiscussionandanalysisduringthisunit,soit
isimportantforyoutobefamiliarwiththem asyouread.Usethisoverviewtohelp
guideyourannotationsandreadthroughthebackgroundinformationbeforeyou
readthenovel.
EssentialQuestions

Howdoesparabletranscendtimeandplacetoemployauniversaltheme?
Whatmakesathemeuniversal?
Whyaresymbolsusefultowritersandtheiraudience?
Howcanwritingbeusedtoeffectchangeinsociety?

ThemeTopics(Motifs)from ThePearl
DuringyourreadingandannotatingofThePearllookforandmarkpassagesthat
makeapointorstatementaboutthesepossiblethemetopics:
_Money,Possessions,Greed:Lookforpassages/quotesdealingwiththequestfor
moneyandthedesireforthingsofthematerialworld,aswellasreferencestothe
steps
whichpeoplewilltaketoattainthosethings.Also,lookforpassages/quotesthat
imply
thatmoneycanbuyhappiness.
_SocialOppression:Lookforpassages/quotesdealingwiththeoppressionofthe
MexicanIndiansintheportrayalofthedoctor,thepriest,thepearlbuyers,andthe
trackers.WatchfordetailswhichshowhowKinoandhispeoplearetreated
disrespectfully,takenadvantageof,anddiscriminatedagainst.
_Manasapartofnature:Lookforpassages/quoteswhichillustratesimilarities
betweenhumansandotherspeciesthroughcomparisons.NOTICEthefrequent
images
Steinbeckusesandthinkofhowthesepassagesreflectorforeshadow(givehints
about
futureevents)HUMANevents.
_Kino’ssongs:Lookforpassages/quoteswithreferencestothe“music”Kino
hears––
thethreetypesofsongshehearsandtheirsignificance.Payparticularattentionto
WHENandUNDERWHATCIRCUMSTANCEShe“hears”aparticularsong.
_Goodvs.Evil:Lookforpassages/quotesthatreflectimagesandideasof
darknesslight,
good-evil,brightness-dimness,day-night,black-white,etc.
_Appearancevs.Reality:Lookforpassages/quotesthatrefertothingsnotbeing
whattheyseem.Considerlookingforpassages/quotesaboutvisions,haze,mirages,
dreams,vagueness,ghostlygleams,illusions,etc.
ThematicQuestions

Howdoesoppressionmanifestinboththecommunityandindividual?
Howcansociety’swrongsberighted?
Howmuchcontroldoesanindividualhaveoverhis/her“success”inlife?
Howcanwedetermineifsomethingorsomeoneiswhatorwhotheyappearto



be?
Canmoneyordesirechangeanindividual?
Ismoneynecessarytobe“successful”inlife?
Whatisthedifferencebetweengoodandevil?Arethereanyshadesofgray?

HonorsEnglishI
ThePearl
*RememberthataLiteraryThemeis
_thecontrollingideaofastory
_anarguablecommentorstatementanauthormakesaboutthenatureof
humankindor
society
_atruththatcanbetakenfrom thespecificsofthestoryandappliedtosocietyin
general
_somehumantruththattheauthorwantsthereadertounderstandaboutlife,the
humanexperience,orhumannature
KeyLiteraryTerms:theme,motif,characterization,conflict,symbolism,parable,
allegory,setting,metaphor,simile,personification,figurativelanguage,imagery,
Freytag’sPlotPyramid
ThePearl–BackgroundInformation
Author:JohnSteinbeck(1902-1968)wasborninSalinas,

Californiathesonofpoorparents.AlthoughhewaseducatedatStanfordUniversity
andbecameacelebratedwriter,heneverforgothisorigins.Growingupinworking
classtowns,hebecameanexcellentobserverofhumannatureandlaterwrote
aboutthepeoplehelivedaround––workersincludingMexican-Americanand
migrantworkers.
Hediscoveredtheharshrealitythatthesepeoplewereoftentreatedpoorlyand
withoutrespectandhadlittlemeansofdefendingthemselves.Asaresult,manyof
thecharactershewroteaboutweredownandout,isolatedandoppressed.They
representthe“struggle”themeofhisnovels––principallythestrugglebetweenthe
poorand
thewealthy,theweakandthestrong,goodandevil,andbetweenculturesor
civilizations.ThesethemesareallevidentinThePearl.
Origins:In1940,Steinbecksetoutonasailingexpeditiontostudymarinelifeinthe
GulfofCalifornia,hopingtofinduniversalpatternsinmarinespeciesthatwouldhelp
him understandlifeingeneral.Duringthistrip,Steinbeckheardaboutthelegendofa



Mexicanfisherboywhohadfoundanenormouspearlthathadbroughthim much
misery.SteinbeckdevelopedthislegendintothenovelThePearl.AsyoureadThe
Pearl,watchfordetailsabouttheplantandanimallifeintheGulfandthemany
metaphors(comparisons),imagesandthemesSteinbeckuseswhichareconnected
tothesedetails.
Setting:TheeventsofThePearltakeplacesometimearoundthe1900onanestuary
(mouthoftheriver)somewhereonthecoastofMexicointhetownofLaPaz.Ona
mapthelongpeninsulawhichdescendsfrom CaliforniaiscalledBAJACALIFORNIA.
ItispartofMexicoandisseparatedfrom therestofMexicobytheGulfofCalifornia,
alsoknownastheSeaofCortez.HonorsEnglishIThePearl
HistoricalBackgroundandSocialCulture:Atthetimethestorytakesplace,the
IndiansofMexicohadalreadybeenunderthedominationofpeopleofSpanish
descentfor300years.Thegoverningclasswasprimarilymadeupofthoseof
SpanishdescentandtheRomanCatholicChurchwho,together,kepttheMexican
Indiansatthebottom ofthesocialhierarchyorsocialladder.Inmostcases,the
Indianswerenotallowedtoattendschoolorownland.(Keepingpeopleuneducated
anddependentkeepsthem oppressed).AlthoughSpanishcultureandCatholic
ritualswereforcedupontheIndians,theyfiercelyheldontomanyoftheirspiritual
beliefs,cultures,andcustomsoftheirvarioustribes.WATCHFOREVIDENCEOF
THISINTHENOVEL!
Style:ThePearlisashortnovelornovellawhichistoldintheform ofanallegoryor
PARABLE––ashort,simpleworkwithlittledialogueillustratingalessonoralarger
truthoftenonthesubjectofgoodandevil.InaPARABLE,goodandevilareclearly
defined––everythingisblackandwhite,therearenoshadesofgray.Forinstance,
thegoodcharactershavenames,andthebadcharactershavenonames.The
charactersand
actionsymbolizecertainuniversalideasorconceptsandthereadersattachtheir
own
meaningtothesesymbols.
PointofView:ThePearlistoldbyanallknowingOMNISCIENTthird-personnarrator
whoisobservingthecharactersandtheiractionsfrom outsidethestory.
Comment:Thereaderistoldinthepreface,“Inthetowntheytellthestoryofthe
greatpearl––howitwasfoundandhowitwaslostagain…Ifthisstoryisaparable,
perhapseveryonetakeshisownmeaningfrom itandreadshisownlifeintoit.”Thus
beginsSteinbeck’snovelofgoodandevil,ThePearl.Itisthetimelesstaleofthe
Mexican-IndianfishermanKino,hiswifeJuana,andtheirinfantson,Coyotito.Ittells
ofhowKinofindsthePearloftheWorldanddreamsofbreakingoutofthetrapof
povertyandignorancethatoppresseshim andhisfamily.Theviolencethatfollows
hisdreams,butbringshim agreaterunderstandingofhimselfandtherealitiesofthe
worldinwhichhelives.Asyouread,considerwhatmeaningyoutakefrom Kino’s
story.
OtherWell-KnownNovelsBySteinbeck:
TortillaFlat(1935)
TheRedPony(1937)
OfMiceandMen(1937)
TheGrapesofWrath(1939)
CanneryRow(1945)
EastofEden(1952)
TheWinterofOurDiscontent(1961)



TravelsWithCharley(1962)
HonorsEnglishI
ThePearl
ThePearl–LiteratureGuide
AsyoureadThePearl,completethefollowingquestions.Thesequestionswillhelp
yourememberandreflecton
importantplotandliteraryelements/techniquesfrom thereading,sothatyour
analysisismorein-depth.The
storyissimple,butbecauseitisanallegory,thereisdeepermeaningateveryturn.
Readbetweenthelinesand
analyzecharacters,setting,imagery,symbols,etc.ThePearlisashortnovellaand
readingitseveraltimesbefore
thestartoftheschoolyearwillofferyouamorein-depthunderstanding.
Chapter1(pg.3-13)

1.   Wheredoesthestoryopen? 

ThestoryopensinKino’shut,locatedonthebeach.ThebeachisontheGulfof
Mexico,butthisinformationisnotrevealeduntilChapter2.

2.   Whoarethemaincharactersintroducedatthebeginningofthischapter?

Kino,hiswife,Juana,andhisinfantson,Coyotito

3.   WheredoesCoyotitosleep?

Inahangingbox

4.   WhatdidKino’s“people”do?

Theyweremakersofgreatsongs. Everythingtheysaw,thought,did,heardor
experiencedbecameasong.

5.   WhatistheSongoftheFamily?

Thesoundsofthefamilywaking–JuanatalkingtoCoyotito,Juanafanningthefire
intoflames,andtherhythm ofthegrindingstonethatJuanausedtoworkthecorn
formorningcakes.

6.   WhatkindofmorningdidKinothinkitwas?

“Itwasamorninglikeothermorningsandyetperfectamongmornings.”

7.   WhatistheWhole?

ItisthesafetyandwarmthprovidedbythefamiliarroutinesofKino’sfamily.

8.   HowisKinodescribed?



“Kinowasyoungandstrongandhisblackhairhungoverhisbrownforehead. His
eyeswerewarm andfierceandbrightandhismustachewasthinandcoarse.”

9.   WhatdrawsKino’sattentiontoCoyotito’shangingbox?

Atinymovement–ascorpionwasclimbingdowntheropethatsuspendedthebox.

10. WhatistheSongofEvil? WhatbringstheSongofEvil?

“TheSongofEvilisthemusicoftheenemy,ofanyfoeofthefamily,asavage,secret
dangerousmelody….”ThescorpionbringstheSongofEvil.

11. WhatcontradictiondoesJuanadisplaywhenthescorpionappears?

Sherepeatsanancientmagictoguardagainstevil,whilemutteringaHailMary
betweenclenchedteeth. ItisthecontradictionbetweenpaganandChristian
religiousrituals.

12. Whatharm comestoCoyotito? WhyisKinounabletostopit?

Kinoreachesforthescorpionandwhenitposestosting,Coyotitoshakestherope
tothebox,andthescorpionfallsonthebabyandstingshim.

13. WhatdoesKinodotothescorpion?

Hebeatsandstampsituntilitisonlyamoistplaceinthedirt.

14. HowdoesJuanareacttoCoyotito’sinjury?

Sheimmediatelybeginstosuckthepoisonfrom thepuncturewound.

15. Whatisthedangerofthescorpion’ssting?

Thepoisonfrom thestingmaymakeanadultgravelyill,butitcouldcausedeathina
baby.

16. WhatsurprisingthingdidJuanarequestafterCoyotitowasstung? Whywasit
surprising?

SheaskedKinotogogetthedoctor. Itwassurprisingbecause“Togethim wouldbe
aremarkablething. Thedoctornevercametotheclusterofbrushhouses.”

17. WhatdoesKinodoaboutJuana’srequest? HowdoesJuanarespond?

KinotellsJuana,“Thedoctorwouldnotcome.” JuanatellsKinotheywillgotothe
doctor.

18. What“skill”didthebeggarshave?



Theywereexpertsin“financialanalysis.” Thatis,theywereabletodetermine
people’sstatusofwealthorpovertybyobservingthem.

19. WhatdidthebeggarsdecideaboutKinoandJuana?

Theydecidedthattheyweretoopoor,andthedoctorwouldnotseethem.

20. Whatdidthebeggarsknowaboutthedoctor?

“Theyknewhisignorance,hiscruelty,hisavarice,hisappetites,hissins.”

21. WhydoesKinohesitatewhentheyreachthedoctor’sresidence?

Becausethedoctorwasofaracewhichfornearlyfourhundredyearshadbeaten
andstarvedandrobbedanddespisedKino’srace;allofthedoctor’sracespoketoall
ofKino’sraceasthoughtheyweresimpleanimals.

22. Whataresomeindicationsthatthedoctorleadsawealthylifestyle?

Hewearsadressinggownofsilkfrom Paris. Thegownistight,whichmeanshe’s
eatingwellandgainingweight. Hehasasilvertraywithdelicatechinaonit. The
décoroftheroom indicatesawealthylifestyleaswell.

23. WhenthedoctorlearnsofCoyotito’sinjury,whatishisreaction? Whatdoes
thisindicateabouthisattitudetowardKino’srace?

Hereactswithanger,thenhereactswithgreed. Hesays,“HaveInothingbetterto
dothancureinsectbitesfor‘littleIndians’? Iam adoctor,notaveterinary.” Thenhe
demands,“Hasheanymoney?…Seeifhehasanymoney!” Thedoctorbelieves
Kino’speopleareanimals,andtheyareworthlessunlesstheycanpayforhis
services.

24. WhenKinoofferspearlsaspaymentsforthedoctor’sservice,whathappens?

Thedoctor’sservantisgoneforashortmoment,andthenhereturnstotellKino,
“Thedoctorhasgoneout. Hewascalledtoaseriouscase.”

25. Whatisironicabouttheservant’scommentstoKino?

Thedoctorhasnotreallygoneout,andtheservant’schoiceofwordsisironic. What
couldbeamore“seriouscase”thanapoisonedchild?

26. HowdoesKinoreacttothedoctor’sbehaviortowardhisfamily?

Hestrikesthegatewithhisfist.

Chapter2

1.       WhatdopeopleoftheGulftrust?



“…thingsofthespiritandthingsoftheimagination,buttheydonottrusttheireyesto
showthem distanceorclearoutlineoranyopticalexactness.”

2.   WhatistheonethingofvalueKinoowns? Whyisitsovaluable?

Hiscanoe;“itisthebulwarkagainststarvation.” Itishismeansofincomeand
keepinghisfamilyfedandsheltered.

3.   HowdoesJuanatreatCoyotito’sscorpionsting?

Shemakesapoulticeoutofbrownseaweedandpressesittothebaby’sswollen
shoulder.

4.   Doesherremedywork?

Theremedyis“asgoodaremedyasanyandprobablybetterthanthedoctorcould
havedone. Buttheremedylackedhisauthoritybecauseitwassimpleanddidn’t
costanything.” Theremedymightwork,butJuanaisskepticalbecauseadoctor
didn’tapplyit. Asyet,Coyotitohadn’texperiencedthestomachcrampstypicalfor
scorpionpoisoning,soherremedymightbeworking.

5.   ForwhatdoesJuanapray?

Shedidn’tpraydirectlyforCoyotito’srecovery. ShepraysforKinotofindapearl
largeenoughtopaythedoctorforhisservicestocurethebaby.

6.   Whatisthe“accident”thathappenstooysters?

Asmallgrainofsandgetsinthefoldsofmuscleandirritatesthefleshuntilinself-
protectionthefleshcoatsthegrainofsand. Thecoatedgrainofsandbecomesa
pearl.

7.   AboutwhathadKino’speoplemadesongs?

Everythingthathappenedorexisted;theymadesongstothefishes,totheseain
angerorincalm,tothelightanddark,tothesunandmoon.

8.   WhatsongwasinKinoasheheldhisbreathunderwater?

TheSongofthePearlThatMightBe,partoftheSongoftheUndersea

9.   HowlongcanKinoholdhisbreathunderwater?

Overtwominutes

10. WhatattractsKino’sattentiontotheancientoysterthatlyingbyitself?

Aghostlygleam



11. WhyisKinoreluctanttoopen“the”oysteruntilhe’sopenedalltheother
oysters?

Hedoesn’tdaretohopethattheoystercontainsapearl. Theghostlygleam hesaw
couldhavebeenanillusion,orareflectionoftheshell. Hispeople,thepeopleofthe
Gulfareusedtodisappointment,andthispearloffershope.

12. WhatdoesJuanatellKinotodowith“the”oyster?

Shetellshim toopenit.

13. WhathasKinofoundintheoyster?

Hehasfound“thegreatestpearlintheworld.”

14. WhatdoKinoandJuanadiscoverrightaftertheydiscoverthepearl?

TheyfindthattheseaweedpoulticehastakentheswellingoutofCoyotito’sshoulder,
andthepoisonwasrecedingfrom hisbody.

Chapter3

1.   Throughoutthenovel,therearevarioustypesofanimalimagery. Whatis
characterizedasananimalatthebeginningofthischapter? Whenisthisimagery
firstusedinthenovel?

“Thetownisathinglikeacolonialanimal.” Theimagetheauthorgives
demonstrateshowthetownspeople“digest”thenewsofKino’sdiscovery. The
animalimageryisfirstusedwhenKino’speoplearecharacterizedasanimalsbythe
doctorinChapter1.

2.   AsthenewsofKino’sprizetravelsthroughthevillage,wholearnsofthe“Pearl
oftheWorld”?

Thepriest,theshopkeepers,thedoctor,andthebeggarsinfrontofthechurch

3.   Whatisthedoctor’sreactiontothenewsofKino’spearl?

HesaysthatKinoisaclientofhis,andheistreatingCoyotitoforascorpionsting.

4.   Whatdoesthedoctor’sreactiontoKino’sgoodfortunerevealabouthis
character?   

Itemphasizeshisgreediness. Hewouldn’thaveanythingtodowithKinoorhis
familywhentheycametohim forhelpwhenCoyotitowasinjured,becauseheknew
theycouldn’tpayforhisservices. NowthatheknowsaboutKino’spearl,he’swilling
totreatCoyotito.

5.   HowdopeoplereacttothenewsofKino’spearl? Whatdoesthenewsofthe



pearlstirupinthetown?

“EverymansuddenlybecamerelatedtoKino’spearl,andKino’spearlwentintothe
dreams,thespeculations,theschemes,theplans,thefutures,thewishes,theneeds,
thelusts,thehungers,ofeveryone,andonlyonepersonstoodinthewayandthat
wasKino,sothathebecamecuriouslyeveryman’senemy.” Thepearlstirsup
somethingblackandevilinthetown–thepoisonsacsofthetownbegantofillwith
venom. PeoplebecameimmediatelyenviousofKino’sgoodfortune,andtriedto
figureoutawaytogetthepearlforthemselves.

6.   Whatcommentonhumannaturedoestheauthormakewiththevillagers’
response?

Peoplearebasicallygreedy. Evenpeoplewhoareusedtohavingnothingandare
happycanbechangedbythepossibilityofwealth.

7.   WhatdoKinoandJuanaassumeaboutthevillager’sresponsetoKino’sprize?

Theyassumethateveryonewouldbehappyfortheirgoodfortune.

8.   WhatmusicdoesKinoexperienceafterfindingthepearl?

“Themusicofthepearlhadmergedwiththemusicofthefamilysothatone
beautifiedtheother.” Thepearlissomethinggoodforthefamily.

9.   WhatdoesJuanTomasaskKinoabouthisdiscovery? WhatisKino’sresponse?

JuanTomasasks,“Whatwillyoudonowthatyouhavebecomearichman?” Kino
tellsJuanTomasthatheandJuanawillbemarriedinthechurch,theywillhavenew
clothes,hemightbuyarifle,andCoyotitowillgotoschool.

10. WhydoestheideaofKino’ssonattendingschoolcausesuchastiramongthe
villagers?

Kinosays,“…thesethingswillmakeusfreebecausehewillknow–andthroughhim
wewillknow.” Kino’speoplehadbeenoppressedforhundredsofyears,andone
reasonthatthisoppressioncontinuedisbecausetheyareilliterateanduneducated. 
ThepossibilityofCoyotitobecomingeducatedcreateshope.

11. Whathappenstotimeasaresultofthepearl?

Timewillbemeasuredbasedonthepearl. Everythingwillbeintermsofhappening
beforeorsincethediscoveryofthepearl.

12. WhocomestovisitKino? Why?

ThepriestcomestovisitKino. Heremindshim tobegeneroustothechurchwith
hisnewfoundfortune.



13. Howisthepriestliketherestofthevillageinhisrequest?

Hewantstobenefitfrom Kino’sdiscoveryofthepearl.

14. WhatfaintsongdoesKinohearwhenthepriestvisits? Whatdoesthismean?

Kinobeginstohearthesongofevil,oftheenemy. Kinoknows,perhapsonlyona
subconsciouslevel,thatpeoplewanttogetthepearlawayfrom him.

15. WhatanimalimageryisusedfortheSongoftheFamilyinthischapter? Why
doyouthinktheauthorusesthisimage?

TheSongoftheFamilyischaracterizedaslikethepurringofakitten. Thisimage
conveysthewarmthandsecurityKinofeelswithinhisfamily. Akittenonlypurrs
whenitfeelssafeandiscontentorhappy.

16. Shortlyafterthepriestandtheneighborsleave,Kinosensesdanger. Who
appearsatthistime?

Thedoctorappearswithtwoassistants.

17. WhatliedoesthedoctortellKinoandJuana?

“Iwasnotinwhenyoucamethismorning. Butnow,atthefirstchance,Ihavecome
toseethebaby.” Ofcourse,hewashomewhentheyvisitedthatmorning,andhe
hasonlycomeafterhearingaboutKino’spearl.

18. EventhoughCoyotitoappearstoberecoveringfrom thescorpion’ssting,how
doesthedoctormakeKinoandJuanabelievehisservicesarestillnecessary?

Hetellsthem thatascorpion’spoisoncanlaydormant,andthencauseserious
damagesuchasablindeyeorwitheredleg. HetellsKino,“Iknowthestingofa
scorpion,myfriend,andIcancureit.” HetellsKinothatthepoisonhas“goneinward
anditwillstrike”Coyotitosoon. OnesignofthisisCoyotitoblueeyelid.

19. Whatremedydoesthedoctorgivethebaby? WhatsuspiciondoesKinohave
aboutthisremedy?

ThedoctorgivesCoyotitoagelatincapsuleofwhitepowder,andsaysthatifthe
poisonisgoingtostrike,itwilldosowithinthehour. Duringthathour,Coyotito
beginstoconvulseandvomit. Thedoctorreturnsandtreatshim withafewdropsof
ammoniadilutedinwater. Thebaby’sspasmssubsideanditappearsthedoctorhas
curedhim from thepoison. Kinobelievesthatthecapsulescontainedsomething
thatcausedCoyotito’sconvulsions,andthedoctorwasonlytryingtogetsomeof
Kino’smoneyfrom thepearl.

20. WhatquestiondoesthedoctoraskwhenheisdonetreatingCoyotito? What
offerdoeshemaketoKino?



Heaskswhenpaymentwillbemadeforhisservices. Kinotellshim aboutthepearl
(aboutwhichthedoctoralreadyknew,ofcourse),andpromisestopaythedoctor
afterhehassoldit. ThedoctorofferstokeepKino’spearlinhissafe. Kinorefuses
theofferandsaysthepearlissafe.

21. Whatdidthedoctorhopetorevealwithhisoffer? Isthisinformationrevealed?

“Heknewthepearlwouldbeburiedinthehouse,andhethoughtKinomightlook
towardtheplacewhereitwasburied.” Yes,theinformationisrevealedwhen“Kino’s
eyesflickinvoluntarilytothefloornearthesidepostofthebrushhut.”

22. Aftereveryonehasleftthehut,JuanaasksKino,“Whodoyoufear?” Whatis
hisresponse?

Kinosayshefearseveryone.

23. Whiletheyaresleepingthatnight,whathappensinKinoandJuana’shut?

Kinoawakensandhears“thewhisperofafootondryearthandthescratchof
fingersinthesoil.” Anintrudercomes,andquietlytriestodigupthepearl.

24. Istheintrudersuccessful?

No,Kinoattackshim inthedarkandtriestostabhim. Kino’sheadissmashedinthe
scuffleandtheintruderescapes.

25. Whoisthemostlikelypersontohavesenttheintruder? Howdoyouknow?

Thedoctorsenttheintruder. Itmusthavebeenthedoctor,becausetheintrudertries
todigintheplacewhereKinoglancedwhenthedoctoraskedhim ifthepearlwas
safe.

26. HowisKinocharacterizedduringthefight?

Heis“likeanangrycat,leapedstrikingandspittingforthedarkthing….” Again,the
authorusesanimalimageryfordescription.

27. WhatisJuana’sresponsetothestranger’sintrusionandattackonher
husband?

Shecries,“Thisthingisevil. Thispearlislikeasin! Itwilldestroyus. Sheasksher
husbandtothrowthepearlbackintotheseaandsays,“Ithasbroughtevil. Kino,my
husband,itwilldestroyus.”

28. WhatstatementdoesJuanamakethatservesasforeshadowing?

“Itwilldestroyusall. Evenourson.”

29. WhatpromisedoesKinomaketoJuanaaboutthepearl? Howisthepearl



describedattheendofthechapter?

Kinopromisesthattheywillsellthepearlandtheevilwillgowithit,andonlythe
goodwillstay. Thepearlisa“guaranteeofthefuture,ofcomfort,ofsecurity. Its
warm lucencepromisedapoulticeagainstillnessandawallagainstinsult. Itclosed
adooronhunger.”

Chapter4

1.        Whatisthenameofthetownthat“keepstrackofitselfandofallitsunits”? 
Whatdoesthismean?

LaPaz. Itmeansthateveryoneinthissmalltownknowseveryoneelse’sbusiness.

2.   Whatdidthepearlbuyersknow?

TheyalreadyknewthatKinowascomingtosellhispearlthatday.

3.   Whatsuppositionismadeaboutthepearlbuyers? Whatisactuallythecase? 
Whenarethepearlbuyershappy?

Itissupposedthatthepearlbuyersactaloneandcompeteagainstoneanotherfor
business. Inactuality,onemajorbuyeremploysthem all. The“bestandhappiest
pearlbuyerwashewhoboughtforthelowestprice.”

4.   WhatdotheneighborshopeforKino?

Theyhopethatthepearldoesnotdestroyhim andhisfamily. Theydon’twant
wealthtochangeKino,theyhopedthatwealthwouldnotgraftontohim theevil
limbsofgreedandhatredandcoldness.

5.   WhatwasexpectedoftheneighborswhenKinogoestotowntosellhispearl?

Itwasexpectedthattheywouldjoinhim –“itwasanhistoricmoment,theywouldbe
crazyiftheydidn’tgo. Itwouldbealmostasignofunfriendship.”

6.   WhatdoesJuanTomaswarnKinoagainstasheleavestosellthepearl? Why
ishiswarningironic?

JuanTomastellsKino,“Youmustbecarefultoseetheydonotcheatyou.” Thisis
ironicbecause,inthenextlineJuanTomasadmits,“Wedonotknowwhatpricesare
paidinotherplaces.” Sincetheydonotknowwhatthepearl’smarketvalueis,they
cannotknowiftheyarebeingcheated.

7.   WhydidKino’sancestorsgiveuptryingtogetbetterpricesfortheirpearlsin
thecapital?

Becausewhentheysenttheirpearlsmentosellthem ontheirbehalf,themenwould
disappearwiththeirpearlsandtheywouldendupwithnothing.



8.   WhydoesKinobelievethatsellingthepearlatthecapitalisagainstreligion? 
Whatisreallytrueaboutthisbelief?

Becausethepriesthassaidso–thepriestgivesayearlysermonabouthoweach
manorwomanisasoldiersentbyGodtoguardhisownpartoftheuniverse. Each
personissupposedtoremainfaithfulandnotgorunningabout. Themenwhotried
toselltheirpearlsatthecapitalwere“runningabout”andnotguardingtheirpost,
andthatiswhytheylosttheirpearls. Thebeliefisbasedinblindfaith. Kinobelieves
thepriestbecausehewasraisedtodoso,butinreality,thepriestiscontributingto
theoppressionofKino’speoplebyperpetuatingthisbelief.

9.   WhatsigndoesthepearlbuyergiveofhisastonishmentatKino’spearl?

HegivesnovisualsignorfacialexpressionthatKinocandistinguish,butunderthe
desk,thepearlbuyerdropsacoinhehasbeenturningbetweenhisknuckles.

10. Whatisthepearlbuyer’sinitialappraisalofthepearl? Whatofferdoeshe
make?

ThepearlbuyertellsKinothatthepearlistoolargetosell,becausethereisno
marketforsuchthings. HetellsKinoitislikefool’sgold,anditisonlyacuriosity. 
ThepearlbuyeroffersKino1,000pesosforthepearl.

11. DoesKinoaccepttheoffer? WhatdoesKinobelievethepearlisworth?

No. Kinoaccusesthebuyeroftryingtocheathim. Kinothinksthepearlisworth
50,000pesos.

12. HowdoestheauthorcharacterizethefeelingsKinohaswhiledealingwiththe
pearlbuyer?

Theanimalimageryisusedagain. Kino“feltthecreepingoffate,thecirclingof
wolves,thehoverofvultures. Hefelttheevilcoagulatingabouthim,andhewas
helplesstoprotecthimself.”

13. Howdoesthepearlbuyer“prove”hisoriginalofferwasfair? Howdoyouknow
hewasreallytryingtocheatKino?

Theotherpearlbuyerssupporttheideathatthepearlisvalueless,buttheyprobably
arrangedthisaheadofKino’sarrival,sothattheycouldgetthegreatpearlforthe
leastamountofmoney. Thepearlbuyerrevealshimselfwhenheisreluctanttolet
Kinoleavewithhis“worthless”pearl,andhemakesanotherofferof1,500pesos.

14. Whatdotheneighborssayaboutthepearlbuyers’businessdealingswith
Kino? Whyisthisironic?

TheneighborsbelievethepearlbuyersmusthavebeentruthfulwithKinobecause
theyeachdeterminedthepearltobevalueless. WhenKinooffersthetheorythat
theycouldhavearrangedthecollusionbeforehisarrival,theysay,“Ifthatisso,then



allofushavebeencheatedallofourlives.” Thatcommentisironicbecause,infact,
thesepeoplehavebeencheatedalloftheirlives.

15. Withwhatproblem regardingthepearlisKinonowconfronted?

Sincehehasdefiedthepearlbuyers,hehasnowaytosellthepearllocally.

16. WhatdothelessfearfulneighborssayaboutKino’sactionswiththepearl
buyers?

Theysaid,“Kinoisabraveman,andafierceman;heisright. From hiscouragewe
mayallprofit.” TheyrealizethatKino’sconfrontationwiththepearlbuyersmaylead
tofairerdealingsinthefuture.

17. Whosaid,“Wedoknowthatwearecheatedfrom birthtotheoverchargeon
ourcoffins”? Whatdoeshemean?

JuanTomassaiditbecausethepearlbuyerscheatedKino,andtheirpeoplehave
beencheatedforgenerations.

18. WhydoesJuanTomasfearforKino?

HesaysthatKinohasnotonlydefiedthepearlbuyers,butthewholestructureof
howKino’speoplemaketheirliving. Hesays,“Youhavedefiednotthepearlbuyers,
butthewholestructure,thewholewayoflife,andIam afraidforyou.”

19. Kinoisundertheimpressionthathisfriendswillprotecthim ifnecessary,but
whatdoesJuanTomastellhim?

HisfriendswillprotectKino“onlysolongastheyarenotindangerordiscomfort
from it.”

20. WhathappensduringthenightatKinoandJuana’shut?

MoreintrudersattackKino.

21. WhatdoesJuanaaskKinoaftertheattackersaregone?

Sheaskshim,again,todestroythepearlorthrowitbackintheseabeforeitdestroys
them.

Chapter5

1.   WhatisJuanadoingatthebeginningofthechapter? Whatissheplanningto
do?

Atthebeginningthechapter,Juanaismovingaroundthehutandshemovesthe
fireplacestone(wherethepearlishidden). Sheisplanningtothrowthepearlback
intothesea.



2.   WhostopsJuanafrom throwingthepearl? How?

Kinostopsherbywrenchingherarm,andstrikingherintheface. Aftershefalls,he
kicksherintheside.

3.   WhatdoKino’sactionsdemonstrateaboutwhatthepearlhasdonetohim?

ThepearlhasbecomeeverythingtoKino–hewouldmurderhiswiferatherthanlose
thepearl.

4.   WhatanimalimageryisusedwhenKinoattacksJuana?

Kinobareshisteethand,“hissedatherlikeasnake.” Juanastaresbackathim,“like
asheepbeforethebutcher.”

5.   WhathappenstoKinoafterheattacksJuana? Why?

Whenheiswalkingupthebeach,heistackledandsearchedbyattackers. Theyare
tryingtofindthepearl.

6.   WhenKinotoldJuana,“Iam aman,”whatdidthatmeantoher?

Itmeantthathewashalfinsaneandhalfgod.

7.   WhenJuanawalksbackinthedarknessafterKinoattacksher,whatthings
doesshefind?

First,shefindsthepearlthatwasknockedfrom Kino’shandwhenhewasattacked. 
Thensheseestwodarkfigureslyinginthepath. OnefigureisKino;theotherisan
attackerwhom Kinohaskilled.

8.   WhatdoesJuanaknowaftersheseesthatKinohaskilledaman?

Sheknowsthattheiroldlifeisgoneforever.

9.   WhenKinostartstoregainhissensesaftertheattack,whatishisfirst
concern? Whatideadoesthisemphasize(see#3)?

Hisfirstconcernisthathehaslostthepearl. Again,thepearlhasbecome
everything–Kinoisnotsoconcernedthathehascommittedmurder,asheisthat
he’slostthepearl.

10. WhydoesKinostillthinkhecanreturntothevillageandretainhisoldlife? Can
he?

Hethinkspeoplewillbelievethathestrucktosavehislife. Hecannotreturntohis
oldlife–it’sgone. Juanaremindshim abouthowthepearlbuyerstreatedhim and
howsomeoftheneighborstreatedhim afterhisdefianceofthebuyers. Toomany
peopleareagainstthem nowbecauseofthepearl.



11. AfterKinodecidesthathewilltakehisfamilyandleave,whatdoeshediscover?

Hediscoversthathiscanoehasbeenvandalized,andalargeholeisknockedinto
thebottom.

12. WhenKinodiscovershisbrokencanoe,hethinks,“Thiswasanevilbeyond
thinking. Thekillingofamanwasnotsoevilasthekillingofaboat.” Whydoeshe
believethis?

Becauseaboatcannotprotectitself,andawoundedboatdoesnotheal. Also,the
boatisaman’swayofmakingaliving,andwhenhisboatisdamaged,amanhasnot
protectionagainststarvation. Thebrokencanoealsodemonstratestheevilinman. 
ThemeninthevillageweresoenviousofKino,theycouldnolongerallowhim to
haveanormallifeamongthem.

13. WhatthoughtneveroccurstoKinoafterhediscovershisbrokencanoe? What
doesthissayabouthim?

ItneveroccurstoKinototakeanotherman’scanoe. Hecannotconceiveoftreating
anothermantheywayhehasbeentreated. Thismaymeanthathestillhasashis
basichumanity. –hehasn’tlosteverythingtothepearl(yet).

14. WhathappenstoKinoandJuana’shutasthey’repreparingtoleave?

Theirhutisransackedandthensetonfire.

15. AccordingtoJuana,whoisresponsiblefordestroyingtheirhut?

“Thedarkones.” KinoandJuanadon’tknowwhoisagainstthem –theintruders
andattackerscouldbeanyone,buttheonethingKinoandJuanaknowaboutthem is
thattheyareevilor“dark.”

16. TowhatdoesJuanTomasattributeKinoandJuana’smisfortune?

Heblamesthepearl. Hesays,“thereisadevilinthispearl. Youshouldhavesoldit
andpassedonthedevil. Perhapsyoucanstillsellitandbuypeaceforyourself.”

17. WhatrequestdoesKinomakeofhisbrother? DoesJuanTomasagree?

KinoasksJuanTomastohidehisfamily,andJuanTomasagreestodoso.

18. WhatpromisedoesKinomaketohisbrother?

Kinosays,“Iwillgotonightandthenyouwillbesafe.” Kinodoesn’twanttobea
dangertohisbrotherorhisbrother’sfamily.

19. HowdoesJuanTomasaccountforthedisappearanceofKinoandhisfamily?

Hetellspeopledifferentthings. TosomehesaysKinoandJuanahavegonesouth



alongtheshoretoescapeevil. ToothershesaysKinomusthavegonebysea. To
theneighborshesaysthatifKinowenttothesea,hemusthavedrowned. Hetells
peoplehiswifeisillwithgriefoverthelossofKinoandhisfamily.

20. WhatdoesKinotellJuanTomasaboutthepearl?

Kinotellshim hestillhasit,andhewillkeepit. Hesays,“Imighthavegivenitasa
gift,butnowitismymisfortuneandmylifeandIwillkeepit.”

21. Whycan’tKinogiveupthepearl? 

Kino’soriginalplanwhenhefoundthepearlwastoprovidemoreforhiswifeand
son. Hewasunselfishinthisplan,andpossiblyhe’sstillnotwillingtogivethatup. 
Atthispoint,however,he’slostsomuchbecauseofthepearl,heisn’twillingtogive
itup. Hefeelsthatitmustbeworthallthathe’slost. Hesays,“Thispearlhas
becomemysoul. IfIgiveitupIshalllosemysoul.”

 

Chapter6

1.   WhatchangeoccursinKinoasheandJuanaareescaping?

Somethingancientstirsinhim,andsomeanimalqualityabouthim makeshim
cautiousandwaryanddangerous.

2.   WhatmusicorsongdoesKinohearastheywalk?

Themusicofthepearlintertwinedwiththequietmelodyofthefamily.

3.   WhydoesKinobelievetheyarebeingfollowed?

Hestillbelievestheywillbetrackedforthepearl,aswellasforthemurderhe
committed.

4.   HowdoesKinoconvinceJuanathatthepearlbuyerswerewrongintheir
statementthatthepearlwasworthless?

Hetellsherthattheywouldnothavetriedtostealitifitwasworthless.

5.   WhatcontradictionsdoesKinoseeonthesurfaceofthepearl?

Hethoughtthepearlwouldallowhim tobuyarifle,butheonlyseesthemanhe
killed. HethoughtthepearlwouldallowheandJuanatohaveachurchwedding,but
heseeshimselfbeatinghiswifeforthepearl. Hethoughtthepearlwouldallowhim
toeducatehisson,butheseeshissonsickwithfeverfrom thedoctor’smedicine.

6.   WhathappenstothemusicofthepearlforKino?



Themusicofthepearlbecomessinister,andintertwineswiththemusicofevil.

7.   WhodoKinoandJuanaencounterastheyaretryingtoescape?

Theyarebeingfollowedbythreetrackers,twoonfootandoneonhorseback
carryingarifle.

8.   Whatanimalimageryisusedtodescribethetrackers?

“Theywereassensitiveashounds.” Later,whenitappearsthetrackershavefound
asignofKino’strail,they“whinedalittle,likeexciteddogsonawarmingtrail.”

9.   WheredoKinoandJuanadecidetogoinanefforttoescapethetrackers?

Theytrytolosethetrackersinthemountains. Theauthorusestheanimalimagery
yetagainwhenhewrites,“AndKinoranforthehighplace,asnearlyallanimalsdo
whentheyarepursued.”

10. WhatdoKinoandJuanaargueaboutduringtheirescape?

KinotriestogetJuanatotakethebabyandgoinadifferentdirectionthanKino. 
Juanaisdeterminedandrefusestoleaveherhusband.

11. WheredoKinoandJuanagointhemountainrange?

Theytraveltowardadarkandshadowycleft. Thecleftwouldprovideasourceof
water,andiftherewereanypassagethroughthemountains,itwouldbethroughthe
cleft.

12. DothetrackersloseKinoandJuana’strailinthemountains?

No,theyarefarbehind,buttheyarestillontheirtrail.

13. Sincethetrackerswillfollowthem intothemountainrange,Kinodecideshis
familywillclimbtothelowlandsagain. Whatconcerndoeshehaveaboutdoing
this?

Heisafraidthatthebabymaycry.

14. Asthetrackerscampforthenight,whatdoesKinodecide? Whenmusthe
carryouthisplan?

Kinodecidestoattackthetrackersduringthenight. Ifhecangettotheonewiththe
riflefirst,hewillkillhim andusehisrifletokilltheothertwotrackers. Hemustcarry
outhisplanbeforethemoonrises,orthetrackerswillspothim.

15. Whatform ofprotectiondoesKinousetoambushthetrackersduringthenight?

Heremoveshiswhiteclothingbecauseitwillshowupinthemoonlight. Hisown



brownskinisbetterprotectionforhim inthedarkness.

16. WhatdrivesKinodowntowardhisenemy?

TheSongoftheFamilybecomes“asfierceandsharpandfelineasthesnarlofa
femalepuma.” Again,theauthorusestheanimalimagerytodescribeKino’sfeelings.

17. Whycan’tKinocarryouthisplan?

Themoonrises.

18. Whatdothetrackershear? Whatdotheythinktheyhear?

ThetrackershearCoyotitocrying. Theythinkitisacoyoteandherlitter.

19. Whatdoesthetrackerdoaboutthesound? HowdoesKinoreact?

Thetrackerdecidestoshootinthedirectionofthesound. Kinoleapsatthetracker
andstabshim intheneck,killinghim. Heusesthebuttoftherifletosmashthe
headofaseatedtracker,andshootsthethirdtrackerwhilehe’stryingtoescape.

20. WhatdoesKinohearafterhekillsthetrackers?

“…thekeening,moaning,risinghystericalcryfrom thelittlecave…thecryofdeath.”

21. WhateventhappenedtoeveryoneinLaPaz?

ThereturnofKino’sfamilytothevillage

22. WhatisJuanacarryingwhensheandKinowalkintothevillage?

Shecarrieshershawllikeasackoverhershoulder. Initwasasmall,limpheavy
bundle,andtheshawliscrustedwithdriedblood. Thespecificcontentsoftheshawl
arenotrevealedforanotherpageandahalf,butthebundleisthedeadbodyof
Coyotito.

23. TowheredoKinoandJuanawalk?

Theywalktotheshore,totheedgeoftheGulf.

24. WhatdoesKinoseeinthesurfaceofthepearlwhenheremovesitfrom his
clothing?

Heseesevilfaces,thefranticeyesofthemanhekilled,andheseeshisinfantson
lyinginacavewitthetopofhisheadshotaway.

25. Whathappenstothepearl?

Kinothrowsitintotheoceanwithallhismightanditdisappears.



26. Whydoyousupposetheauthorusessomuchanimalimagerythroughoutthis
novel?

Perhapsitistoshowhowmenactlikeanimalswhentheybecomegreedy.

27. Whateventsforeshadowedthenovel’sconclusion?

JuanarepeatedlytoldKinothatthepearlwasevilandthepearl“woulddestroyus. 
Evenourson.” JuanTomastoldKinothatthepearlhadthedevilinitandheshould
getridofit. Kinoneverreallyhadachancetohangontothepearl. Therewereother
commentsmadethroughoutthenovelaboutthepovertythatKino’speoplelivedin
andwouldalwayslivein–losingthepearlwasinevitablebecausethoseinpower
wouldnevergiveuptheirpowertooneofKino’srace.

28. Whatdoesthepearlrepresentinthisnovel?

Thepearlcouldrepresentmanythings. First,itrepresentshope,becauseitallows
Kinotheopportunitytoprovidethingsforhisfamilyhecouldneverhaveprovided
beforefindingthepearl. Second,itrepresentsgreed. Thepearlchangesthe
personalitiesofeveryonewhocomesincontactwithit,andtheycanonlythinkabout
howtobenefitfrom thepearl. Characterslikethedoctorandthepriestbehave
differentlytowardKino’sfamilybecauseoftheiravariceforthepearl. Ofcourse,
Kinoisthegreediestofall,whenheultimatelyforsakeshisfamilyinordertoprotect
hispreciouspearl. Third,thepearlrepresentsevil. WhenitcausesKinotomurder
fourmen,itcausesthelossofmoralityinKino.

CharacterList
Kino - Theprotagonistofthenovella.Kinoisadignified,hardworking,impoverished

nativewhoworksasapearldiver.Heisasimplemanwholivesinabrushhouse

withhiswife,Juana,andtheirinfantson,Coyotito,bothofwhom helovesverymuch.

AfterKinofindsagreatpearl,hebecomesincreasinglyambitiousanddesperatein

hismissiontobreakfreeoftheoppressionofhiscolonialsociety.Ultimately,Kino’s

materialambitiondriveshim toastateofanimalisticviolence,andhislifeisreduced

toabasicfightforsurvival.

.

Juana - Kino’syoungwife.Afterherprayersforgoodfortuneintheform ofagiant

pearlareanswered,Juanaslowlybecomesconvincedthatthepearlisinfactan

agentofevil.Juanapossessesasimplefaithindivinepowers,butshealsothinks

forherself.Unfortunatelyforherandherchild,Coyotito,shesubjectsherdesiresto

thoseofherdominanthusbandandallowsKinotoholdontothepearl.

Coyotito - KinoandJuana’sonlyson,whoisstungbyascorpionwhilerestingina



hammockonemorning.BecauseCoyotitoisaninfant,heishelplesstoimprovehis

situationandthusatthemercyofthosewhoprovideforhim.KinoandJuana’s

effortstosavehim byfindingabigpearlwithwhichtheycanpayadoctorproveto

domoreharm thangood.

JuanTomás - Kino’solderbrother.Deeplyloyaltohisfamily,JuanTomássupports

Kinoinallofhisendeavorsbutwarnshim ofthedangersinvolvedinpossessing

suchavaluablepearl.HeissympathetictoKinoandJuana,however,puttingthem

upwhentheyneedtohideandtellingnooneoftheirwhereabouts.

Apolonia - JuanTomás’swifeandthemotheroffourchildren.Likeherhusband,

ApoloniaissympathetictoKinoandJuana’splight,andsheagreestogivethem

shelterintheirtimeofneed.

Thedoctor - Asmall-timecolonialwhodreamsofreturningtoabourgeoisEuropean

lifestyle.ThedoctorinitiallyrefusestotreatCoyotitobutchangeshismindafter

learningthatKinohasfoundagreatpearl.Herepresentsthearrogance,

condescension,andgreedattheheartofcolonialsociety.

Thepriest - Thelocalvillagepriestostensiblyrepresentsmoralvirtueandgoodness,

butheisjustasinterestedinexploitingKino’swealthaseveryoneelse,hopingthat

hecanfindawaytopersuadeKinotogivehim someofthemoneyhewillmakefrom

thepearl.

Thedealers - Theextremelywell-organizedandcorruptpearldealersinLaPaz

systematicallycheatandexploittheIndianpearldiverswhosellthem theirgoods.

TheydesperatelylongtocheatKinooutofhispearl.

Thetrackers - ThegroupofviolentandcorruptmenthatfollowsKinoandJuana

whentheyleavethevillage,hopingtowaylayKinoandstealhispearl.


