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A

DEFINITIVE

GUIDETO

INHERITANCE

TheAuthor

DavidKakutaMulwawasbornon9thApril1945intheplainsof

Mukaain MakueniCounty.Hiswriting wasinfluenced byhis

father,PastorJohnMulwa,andhisteachersfrom primaryschool

totheuniversity.

David Mulwa wentto Machakos Boys High School,then to

AllianceHighSchoolforhisA-levels.HejoinedtheUniversityof

Nairobiwhere he studied Literature instructed by Taban Lo

Liyong'and OkotP 'Bitek.Heproceeded to theUniversityof

CaliforniainLosAngelesunderascholarshipwherehestudied

MastersinArts.

Mulwahasalsowrittenotherbooksincluding'Redemption'(1989),

'MasterandServant'(1979),'WeComeinPeace','GlassHouses,'__
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amongothersbooks.

Davidiscurrentlyawriter,lecturer,actorandthedirectorofKenya

PerformingArtsinNairobi.

TheSetting

 ThestoryissetincolonialAfricaintheKutulacolonyundertheBritish

rule.Thecolonialmasterslivelavishlyattheexpenseofthepoor

nativeswhoserveastheirslaves.

 ThetraditionalrulerofthenativesisKingKutulaXV.Thekingisbent

onoverthrowingtheBritishleadershipbyallmeans.Heleadshis

peopleinanationaluprisingagainstthewhitesettlersandoutrightly

tellsthewhitegovernorthat"...yourpeople willcontinue to die.

Everyoneofthem ...GovernorMacayandnoone'llhelpyou...Ihave

spoken."(Pg13).

 AftertheexitoftheBritish,Kutulabecomesarepublicunderthe

leadershipofLacunaKasooafterthedeathofhis(Lacuna's)father,

KingKutulaXV.

 LacunaKasoo'sleadershipturnsouttobeworsethantheleadership

of the colonialmasters.It is marred with greed,corruption,

incompetenceandassassinations.Hisdictatorialregimetriggersa

peacefulcivilrevolutionthatsuccessfullyoverthrowshisleadership.__
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TheTitle

 Theplay'Inheritance'revolvesaroundaconflictbetweentheAfrican

natives and the white settlers overthe inheritance ofland,its

resourcesandleadership.

 TheBritish invasion in African ismotivated bythedesireto tap

resourcesfrom Africathroughtheircolonialruleundertheguiseof

bringingcivilizationinform ofeducation,infrastructure,andhospitals

tothe"primitive"Africans.

 Oncesettled,thecolonialmastersgraduallygrabbedvastareasof

landfrom thenativesforagriculture,miningandsettlementthereby

displacingandenslavingthenatives.TheBritishEmpiredependedon

Africaforsurvival,hencethedesiretoruleandcontrolAfricawiththeir

resources.

 Thenatives,throughtheirKingKutula,realizetheurgentneedto

inheritwhatthewhitesettlershaverobbedthem. wewanttobuild

andrunourhomeinourownway .Thislandisourmother.Wewant

ourchildrentoliveandshareequallywhatshegivesus...allthatyou

take from her."(p.12).A countrywide uprising begins and the

Whiteman'sruleends.

 KingKutulaXVinheritstheleadershipfrom theBritishmasters.

 KingKutula'sleadershipislaterinheritedbyhisson,LacunaKasoo.
__
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Lacunaismanipulatedanddeceivedbytheimperialiststokillhisown

father.GoldsteinisawareofLacuna'sinsatiablegreed.Hepromises

togroom LacunatoleadershipaslongasKingKutulaisoutofthe

way.HisintentionistogetLacuna,whoiseasytocontrol,

Prologue

 TheprologueopensinGovernorThorneMacay'smansion,whichis

describedaslavishandonethatrentstheairofpowerandauthority.

 The Governoris seemingly angry atthe natives'ineptitude and

incompetenceandfeelsdisempoweredbytheabolitionofthewhipas

thenativeshavenowdownedtheirtools.

 TheGovernor'sattendanthaskeptBishopMenninger,(brainofthe

empire)PrincessSangoi,andKingKutula,whohavecometoseethe

governor,waitingforanhourbecausethelatterisonatea-break,and

whenaskedwhyhekeepstheguestsforthatlongreplies,.yourorders

is:Donotdisturbhisexcellenttea-timeandmeditetioninghour..."(p.3

-4).

 Thenativeshaveriotedagainstthewhitesettlers,destroyedtheir

property,molestedthewomenandchildrenandhavebreachedthe

agreementandtrustmadeearlier“…asituationthatcouldleadtoa

longbloodywar...!"(p.8).__
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 BishopMenningerhasdocumentedadvicefortheGovernor.Hepoints

outin the documentthatnatives would neverchange from their

confused simple nature and thatthey would neverbe like the

sophisticatedandcivilizedwhitesbutwouldonlyremainascopycats.

 Healsopointsouttothegovernorthattheimperialistswouldhaveto

continuetoruleandlaybasicrulesforthenativessinceleftontheir

own;theywouldoffernothingofsignificance.

 KingKutula'sentrytothegovernor'smansionisusheredinbyan

attendantwhoregardshim withaweandreverence.

 Headdressesthekingas"Thesonoftheking…from thestarsandthe

heaven,(pg6)

 GovernorThorneMacayhasneverunderstoodthe'infernalallegiance’

thatnatives have theirleaders butMenningeris born from their

inabilitytoreasonandthink.Heseesthem ascommonanimalsway

belowthewhiteswhom hetermsasdemocraticandcivilized.

 Governor thorne has summoned the king to register his

disappointmentaboutkingKutula’ssilenceontheescalatingviolence

inhiskingdom resultingfrom thenationwideupraisingbythenatives

againstthewhiteleaders.__
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 King Kutula dismisses Thorne’s concerns by quoting an African

proverbtomocktheGovernor.Hesays“Thechameleontoldthehare:

makeyourstepImakemine;itisgoodcompany…friend.”(pg8)

 Thorneisoffendedandthreatenstoimprisonthekingforlifebefore

Menningerremindshim thatheistalkingtotheking.HeasksThorne

to askdirectquestions and avoid the long winged proverbs and

proverbialdrivelswhenthekingbeginstobombardthegovernorwith

manymoreproverbsandsayings.

 ThorneisthenshockedwhenKutulaadmitshisknowledgeofthe

countrywide uprising and his supportofthe violence againstthe

governor’speopledespitetheirgoodwilltobringcivilizationtothe

natives.Hesays,“…Icannotshutthevoicesofmyfather…”(pg10)

 ThegovernorisshockedbythesuddenchangeofattitudewhenKutula

bluntlytellshim that“wedonotwantyouhere!”(pg10)

 Kutularegretswhyhisfathersassented to theimperialistdrafted

agreementthathadallowedthecolonialisttosubjecthispeopleto__
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devastatingeffectsoftheiroppressiverulesandexcessivezeal.

 Kutulathreatensthegovernorthathispeoplewillcontinuetodieifhe

won’tletthenativesbuildandruntheirhome.He,however,hasno

objectiontothewhitemanteachingthenativeshiswasbutwith

moderation.

Sangoijoinstheleaderandexpressesherwillingnesstogoabroadand

pursuethewhiteman'seducation.

GovernorThorne'sfearoverKingKutula'seffortstogroom hisadopted

daughteristhatshewillbeanempoweredmatriarchandalionessto

contendwithinthefuture.

MenningerisquicktoconsoleThornethatSangoi'seducationwould

onlyconfuseher.TheBishop'splanistounleashSangoiagainsther

simplefolkuponthecompletionofhereducationfortheirbenefit.

Tasks

1.WhatdoesThornemeanbythestatement,"Africasupports,

naymaintains,theempire"(pg.4)?
__
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2."Make hera slave...again...Revisithistory,Menninger...

revisit..." (pg.5). What is your understanding of this

statement?

3.Inwhatwaysdothenativesexhibit'infernalallegiance'to

theirleaders?

4.Identifytheproverbsintheprologueandtheirrelevance.

5.Menningeradmitstouseof"excessivezeal."Howhavethe

nativesreactedtoit?

6."Thekingisdangerous.LiketheQueenbee..."Demonstrate

thetruthofthisstatement.

7.Commentontheconflictthatarisesintheprologue.

8.WhatdoesThornemeanwhenhesays"TurmoilinAfrica

meansagreatlosstotheempire"(pg.4)?

9.Outline the reasons King Kutula gives forwanting the

imperialiststoleaveKutula.

10. Pointoutatinstances in the prologue thatreveal

ThorneMacay'sattitudetowardsthenatives.

11. Whatistheprologueallabout?__
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Commentary

TheprologuecaptureslifeinKutuladuringthecolonialeraunder

theauthoritarianandoppressiveleadershipofthecolonialists.

MulwaportraysthecolonyofKutulaasoneundertheharshrule

ofGovernorThornewhoisapparentlyangrywiththecolonial

officethathasabolishedwhippingthenatives.Heisdispleased

withthecolonialofficerinLondonforhisadvocacyonsimulated

humanitarianism fordeclaringthewhipasobsolete.Hesays,

"ThefooldrinkingcoffeeinLondonwhileImollycoddlenatives .

theydowntheirtoolsandnothinggetsdone."(page3)

TheGovernormistreatsandabusesthenativeblackservantand

callstheattendant,a"ditheryidiot"andregardshim asimpudent

andthencompareshim tocommonanimals.Hisleadershipis

excessivelyzealousandhumiliating.

A conflicthas ensued between the Africans and theirwhite

mastersoverland,leadershipandresources.TheWhitemanhas

beenrobbingtheAfricansoftheirvaluablesandexportingthem
__
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tohismotherland.

KingKutulaXVtakesdispleasureintheapparentinheritanceand

insiststhatnativesmustsharewhatcomesfrom theirland.Itis

clearthatincaseofarevolution,theBritishEmpirestandstolose

in the eventthatthe natives take overgovernance.This is

because"Africasupportstheempire..."(p.4).

Interracialconflictandrevolutionisdemonstratedbythereprisal

andescalatingviolencebetweenthenativesandwhitesettlers.

ThenativesdestroytheWhite'spropertyandmolesttheirchildren

andwomen.

Theauthorbringsouttheconflictofattitudewherethewhite

settlers consider themselves civilized, democratic and

modernized.Theyalsoclaim tohavebroughtchangethrough

education, hospitals, roads, churches, employment to the

primitive,ignorantandungratefulnatives.

However,Kutulainsiststhatjustasabeetlecarriesitshouseon

its back whether stinking or not,the natives willgovern

themselvesdespitetheirignoranceandinability.(pg11)__
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Ironyisemployedintheprologue.GovernorThorneregardsthe

natives'customsasprimitive.Menningerseesthem aslacking

originalityandcommonreasonyettheycanhardlycomprehend

thewisdom inthe'longwindedproverbs'ofthenatives.Theyalso

dependonthenatives'republictosustaintheirempire.

ItisironicalthattheBritishclaim tohavebroughtcivilizationto

thenativesthroughschoolsyettheirmainmotiveistorobthe

samenativesoftheirvaluables.TheyfearKingKutulaandregard

him as"aningenious rascal"(p.15).andadangerousman.'This

kingisdangerouslikethequeenbee,hesanctionsthestingand

thetoilingworkersindiscriminatelydescenduponourpeople

TheuseofproverbsisastylethatportraysKing Kutula as

assertive,independentmindedandingeniousdespitethewhite

man'scontrolandmanipulation.Heisalsocalm andcollected.

Theauthortreatsthereadertodetaileddescriptionaboutthe

charactersandsetting.Menningeris"...middleaged,powerfully

builtman ...An airofkeen intelligence and extreme self-

importanceabouthim...(page4).KingKutulaisdescribedasa

tall,leanandathleticmaninhislatefiftiesamostself-assured

rulerwithanunnervingpresence.(p.7).

GovernorThorneisportrayedasanabusiveleader.Heinsultsthe__
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attendantasa'ditheringidiot'impliesthatheisimprudent,refers

tothecolonialofficeroverseesas'Thefool'.Heisalsoshort-

tempered;hehandlestheattendantroughlyandisimpatientwith

him,“don’tgecko-gawkatme!"HeaddressesKingKutulawi01

insultsthus"Damnall,KingKutula".(page8).

Thegovernorisoppressive,authoritarianandselfish.Hefeels

disadvantagedafterthewhipisabolishedbecauseheusesitfor

hisownconvenience.Heisdishonestandpretendstosupport

Sangoi'seducationyethewantstouseitagainstthenativesand

benefitfrom dividingthem asadvisedbyBishopMenninger.

KingKutulaXVisfirm andassertive.HetellsThornethatheissilent

abouttheuprisingandthat"yourpeoplewillcontinuetodie."(Pg.13).

Hewillnotbow toimperialism.TheKingiswise.Hequotesmany

proverbsandnarrativesappropriatelytopassimportantmessages.

King Kutula is calm and collected,and responds with admirable

calmnesstoGovernorThorne'soutburstsofanger.Heisaconfident

manwhoisunafraidofthewhiteman'sthreats."Doyouknow Ican

clapyouinforlife?"Heresponds,'.eldersdon'tbandyinsults."(p.8)

Menningerissanctimoniousdespitebeingamanofthecloth.He

propagatesoppression,imperialism,deceitandopportunism tothe

imperialmajestythrough his advice and counsel.He completely
__
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disregardsthevirtuousandgoodnewsmessagethathisreligion

preaches.

Heseesnativesasrabbleswithoutunderstandingandcivilization.

HeintendstomisguideSangoisothattheWesterneducationmakes

hera"...goddessofconfusionandusehertomanipulatethenatives...

"(p.15).

AttendantIlisextremelyloyaltotheKing.Heispatientandfore-

bearing and is able to work underThorne.Sangoiis ambitious,

obedient,trusting and loyalSheobeysand trustsherfatherwith

whom shespendsalotoftimewith.

MovementOne

Summary

LeadershipInheritance

Kutula,thirtyyearslater,isanindependentRepublicunderthe

leadershipofLacunaKasooyetthestandardsoflivingarepoor.

TaminaZenMeloisemaciatedandolderthanheragewithno

properhousingandfood.__
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Bengo,apoliticalactivistwhohasjustarrivedfrom jailinthe

capital,istreatedtoacoldwelcomebyTaminawhostillholdsto

age-oldbitterness.

TaminaexplainstoBengothatthewatertheyusedtogetfrom

thenearbyspringsandbrookshasbeendivertedbyCouncilor

Chipande to Bukelenge Mountainsfifteen kilometersawayto

makeadam despiteReverendSangoi'sprotests.Infact,an

inaugurationforthedam isdoneandreceivesmuchpraise.

Thenativeshavebeendeniedlicensestogrow coffeeandtheir

landstakenbyChipandeaftertheWhitemanleftmakingthem

slaves in theirown farms.Tamina says "Mycoffee farm in

BukelengeMountains?Allgone.Now Imustpickcoffeefor

Chipandeonthefarm thathehadmeselltohim forpeanuts."(p.

24).

Tamina is bitterwith Bengo because ofhis indulgence in

oppositionpoliticsthatledtotheneardeathofherhusband,

JudahZenMelo,whowasLacuna'sspokespersonandpartyman,

afterhisrefusaltokillhisbrotherwhowas"Lacuna'sthorninhis

politicalside."(p.23).

ThisearnsJudahunemploymentandheisexiled.Taminalost

everythingincludingthegoodlifesheoncelived.__
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Bengo,whoispopularandwouldhavewontheelectionswitha

landslide,istakentojailtopavewayforChipande,Lacuna's

crony.

Luluarriveshomefrom schoolearlierthanusualtocollectthe

two thousand shilling feesbalancefortheconstruction ofa

perimeterfenceandthecomputerlaboratorydespitepayingone

thousandthepreviousday.

Taminacomplainsofherlackofbasicslikefoodandwaterand

wonders aboutthe essence ofeducation.Lulu is bitterand

somewhatinsolentanddisrespectfultohermother.

Luluisfrustratedbyhermother'shelplessnessandpovertyand

threatensher,"lwillusemybeautythen!Imustcompleteschool

andbesomebody...inanyway…(pg31)UnlikehermotherLulu

wantstobefreefrom povertyandoppression.

Judaharrivesfrom thetownofPatolaandiswarmlywelcomedby

hiswife.Hesaysjobswerenotforthcomingandthepaywaslow.

Besides,youneededyourowntribesmantogetajob.

Hesacrificeshismoralsforemploymentbecause, religion

doesn'tsitwellonanemptystomach..."(p.36).Hetherefore

beginsdrinkingandbribesMithambowithbeertogetajobasa

MachineOperator.Heworksforlonghoursandcompetitionis__
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stiff.Meanwhile,theirsonsarealsointownslookingforjobs.

BeforeJudahcanrest,heleavesto"sayhellotothecrowdand

escortthe sunset"(pg.38)butleaves Tamina eighthundred

shillingsbesidestheassortmentofgroceriesthathehasbrought

home.

Luluisbackandapologeticfordisrespectinghermother.She

learnsofherfather'sreturnwithexcitement.

Sangoihas been appointed a minister in the Ministry of

Reclamation and Remedies by Lacuna againstherwill.She

acceptsthepostforfearthatLacunamightassassinatehernow

thatduringhiscoronation,peoplepreferredSangoiforLacunato

betheirleaderafterKingKutula'sdeath.

Thegovernmentplanstoevacuatepeoplefrom thevalleyand

Sangoihopes thatLacuna would change his mind overthe

evacuation before Kutula's much publicized commemoration

ceremony.

Tamina is against Lulu's attendance of the king Kutula

commemorationceremony,despiteherkeyroleasaleaddancer

intheschool'sdancetroupeinvitedbyLacunahimself.

ItisonlythroughSangoi'sinterventionthatTaminapermitsLulu

toattendwhatshecalls"apaganritual"(pg.43)onconditionthat__
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shewouldrunbackhomeafterthefestival.Sangoipromisesto

watchoverLuluandevenpayherschoolfeesbalance.

Meloreturnshomedrunk.Hesaysheruleshisfamilywithlove

and not machines and police guards like Lacuna.Judah

celebrateshisfamilyandreferstoTaminaas beautyqueen...

sobeautiful..."andLuluas"Girl,you'reablackqueenand...ori

...hic...ginal!"(Pg.48)andchallengesLuluto workhardand

achieveherdreamsofbecomingadoctorandthenhegoesto

bed.

Luluistotallyuninspiredbyherparents'marriage.Shesays,"If

thisiswhatitmeanstobeaparent,Iwon'tfollowtheirfootsteps

tobecrownedqueenofrags".(pg.51).

Tasks

l.Outlinethecounter-productivityofChipande'sdam project.

2.WhyisTaminastillbitterwithBengo?

3.InwhatwaysisBengo"...athorninLacuna'spoliticalside"?

4.State the challenges thatparents like Tamina with school-going

childrenmustundergo.

5.How does Judah Zen Melo's absence contribute to Tamina's

challenges?__
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6."Idon'twantthislife!Idon't!Idon't!"(Pg.31).WhatexactlydoesLulu

meanbythisstatement?

7.DescribehowZenMelogetshisjobasamachineoperator.

8.WhatcharacterofLuludemonstratesherunderstandingofhergoalsin

life?

9.Givethreeillustrationsofincidencesofdisillusionmentinthisepisode.

Commentary

Itisironicalthatmuchasthenativesexpectedbetterlivesafter

independence,theworstishappeningtothem inform ofneo-

colonialism.Lacunaismoregreedy,corruptanddictatorialthan

hispredecessors.

Thenativesarebitter.Tamina'sbitternessisbornofthemiseries

shehasbeenthrough,broughtbyKutula'spoorleadershipmarred

bygreedanddictatorship.SheisbitterwithBengowhoseroleas

anactivistplungedherfamilyinmisery.Herhusbandisexiled,her

sonsareawayinsearchofjobsandherdaughterisinandoutof

schoolduetolackofschoolfees.

Thenativesarelivinginfear.Thereisfearofbeingassassinated

incaseonefallsoutwiththeleader.Bengoisnearlykilledfor

fightingLacuna'sleadership.JudahZenMelogoesintoself-exile
__
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forfearofbeingkilledoutofdisobeyingLacuna.Taminasays,

"YoumustsitontherightsideofLeaderLacuna...ifyouareto

live."(pg.21)Sangoitakesuptheappointmentasaministerfor

fearofbeingkilledbyLacuna.

Lacuna thrives on nepotism.He rewards sycophants and

clansmenleavingmostqualifiedcitizensunemployed.Thosethat

areemployedarepoorlypaidandovertaxed.Zensays,"...itpays

toknowtheleader'stribesmen"(pg.34).

Inaflashback,Taminarevealstothereaderreasonsbehind

Bengo'simprisonmentandJudah'sexile.ItturnsoutthatKutula

requiresJudahtokillhisbrother,Bengoforbeingathornin

Lacuna'spoliticalside.WhenJudahZenMelodisobeys,heis

almostkilledashismangledbodyisfounddampedoutsidetheir

houseandDr.Jonathansaveshim.LaterBengoisimprisoned.

Taminarefersto Lacunaandhiscroniesasanoctopusthat

impliesthestrongpowerandtheabilitytostretchout,toreach

andcontrolanyoneandanythingtheywishtoget.Povertyand

despondencyareportrayedintheMovement.

 Taminastilllivesinheroldgrass-thatchedhut.__
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 Shewakesupbeforecock-crow topickcoffeebeansfarfrom

home.

 Shehastowalkfifteenkilometerstofetchwaterfrom Bukelenge

Mountains.

HasonlytwoacresoflandleftafterChipandebuysherlandfor

peanutstostarthismonopolyofgrowingcoffee.

Lulu issenthome forschoolfeesbalance oftwo thousand

shillings.Taminahasnomoney.Theleadershavetoldthepeople

thatthereare"no freethings"and theyshould ‘tightenyour

belts."(pg.27).

•Misrule and greed are seen through the leaders.Lacuna

demandsunyieldingloyaltyfrom hissubjects.

 Hewantshisspokesman,JudahZenMelo,tokillhisownbrother,

Bengo,whoistheleader'sthornintheflesh.

 JudahisalmostkilledfordisobeyingLacuna.Bengoisjailedfor

manyyears.

 Lacunaispreoccupiedwithhelpinghisclansmenandhaslittle

regardforKutulacitizens.

 Childrenaresentawayforschoolfeesfortheschooltoerecta__
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perimeterfence,constructacomputerlaboratoryandpayforthe

teachers'extraworkwhenresidentslackwaterandbasicneeds.

JudahMeloisvirtuousandamanofintegrity.Herefusestokill

hisbrother,Bengoeventhough'thegestureswon'tbeinvain'

(pg.23).ThusLacunapromisesto reward him ifhekillsthe

brotherbutZenrefusestoobey.Heisaschemerforthesakeof

survival.Hedoesn'tcallhisfamilyafterhisself-exilebutinstead

investsinbribingMithambowithdrinkstohirehim asamachine

operatorandhegetsit,getsadoublepayandcanaffordto

provideforhisfamily.

Judahisanescapist.He,"deliberatelyshutshisinnerearfrom

hearing"(pg.33)thewife'spain.Hefailstocallorwritetotellhis

familyabouthiswhereabout.Hedoesn'twanttokillwhatisleft

intheirsinkinghearts.

Bengoispatriotic.Hefightsthegovernment'sdictatorialrulethat

oppressesthecitizens.Heisjailedforyearsandnow thatheis

back,hevowsto"takeupthefightwhereIleftoff."(pg.22).Heis

optimisticinthatafterbeingjailedforyears,hereturnsreadyto

continuethefighthopingtoliberatethepeople.

Bengoisrealisticbecauseheadmitstohavingbroughttroubleto

hisfamilyalbeitwiththerightmotives.HegivesTaminasome__
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money.HeisbraveenoughtoopposeaLacunagovernmentand

isalmostkilledforthesame.

Taminaisresilient.Shestickstoherfamilyandfendsforher

childrendespitethedisappearanceofherhusbandandlossof

property.Sheworksfrom beforecock-crow tolateevening.She

fetcheswater15kilometersaway.

Sheisassertive.SheoutrightlytellsBengooffforhisrolein

scatteringherfamily.ShecriticizesKingKutula'scommemoration

ceremonyandthe"invitationofherdaughtertotheceremonythat

shetermsasa“paganfestival."(pg.42).

Lacunaisdictatorial.Herulesbyanironfist.Hedemandsthat

JudahkillshisbrotherBengo,"rubmypainingsidewiththered

balm ofloyalty"(pg.23).Heismurderous.Heordersthekillingof

Bengotwiceandfortunatelyforthelatter,hecheatsdeath.

Beingapoormanager,heinauguratesthedam leadingtothe

dryingofstreamsandbrooks.

Chipande'sgreedisevidentthroughhisrequesttoLacunatogive

him thesolemandatetoplantcoffee.Healsobuyslandfrom

people atvery low prices and he is largely selfish as he

misadvisesthegovernmentforhisselfishgains.__
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MovementTwo

SceneOne

Summary

Kutula'sCommemorationCeremony

ThesceneissetatKutulaPeoples'Park.Thestageissetfor

thecelebrationofaNationalCommemorationDayandallthe

leaders,delegates,bosom friendsofKutulaRepublicandother

citizensaregatheredatthepark.

MissGerima,theteacherishelpingthedancerswiththefinal

touchesofrehearsalsbeforetheritualbegins.

Lacuna steps forward to the royalgrave to perform the

commemorationritual.

ApitcherwithwaterishandedtoLuluwhowashesLacuna's

hands.Lacunathenpourswateratthefootofthegraveand

thenLuluputsthecrownonhishead,giveshim themandateto

leadanddeclaresthedaytobeanationalrestday.

MelissacommentsthatthecrowndoesnotfitLacuna'shead

andSangoiisquicktosayit'stimeLacunaputthecrownaside

ashedoesn'tfitthemandate.

Afterthe ceremony,Lacuna invites Sangoiand the school__
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childrento abanquetinhispalace.Heisto discusswith

Sangoimattersofevacuationofthepeople,topavewayforthe

irrigationproject,althoughheisawarethatsheisagainstthe

proposal.

Lacunathenleadshisguestsinthebanquetandistolater

shareamealwithLuluathisprivatechambersasrequiredby

thecustom.

Tasks

l . Describe the rituals performed during the commemoration

chronologically.

2.What does Lacuna mean by "customs must bow to national

emergencies"(pg.57)?

3.Identifytheironyofthequoteinnumber2above.

4.CommentonSangoi'ssaying,"Whenthedeadmurmurinaconscience,

theguiltyhearinittheterrorofthunder,ourforefathersaidit"(pg.56).

5.How doyouthinkthenationalrestthatLacunadeclaresimpactson

theeconomy?

6.WhydoyouthinkSangoi,theeldersandthetwowhitemenfailto

respondtoMalipoa?__
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7.Explainthesymbolism inLacuna'scrownthatdoesnotfitandislop-

sidedonhishead.

8.WhoisGerimaandwhatisherroleinthecommemorationceremony?

9.DescribeMelissa'sroleintheepisode.

Commentary

Theauthordemonstratesthesuperstitioustraditionalpracticesof

commemoratingthedepartedleadersinKutula.Thecurrentleader

isgiventhemandatetolead,bytheyouth,aftertheperformanceof

aritual."...Ourancestorsdemandthatouryouthsgiveusmandate

toleadthem totheirfuture..."(p.53).

Melissa and Sangoi's criticism ofLacuna's crown indicates a

disapprovalofleadershipandalackofrespectandsupportforhim.

"...Thecrowndoesnotfithim..."(p.55)."...Itislop-sidedonhis

head..."(Pg.55).

Melissa'sdisinterestintheritualisbasicallybecauseLacunahas

chosen Lulu,a nineteen-year-old school going girl,as the

messenger.Heissettogetintimatewithherintheprocess.

Lacuna'saddresstothegraveofhisfatherisacaseofapostrophe
__
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intheplay.Headdresseshislatefathertobringouttheimmediacy

ofthefestival.

Traditionsdemandthatthedeadmustnotbeoffended."..lfour

fatherswouldhaveussharethesameplatform..."(p.55).The

displeasureofthedeadcanbeunbearabletotheliving.

Lacunaisasticklerfortraditionandsuperstition.Heperformsthe

ritualasrequiredbycustom.Hereadilyagreestotheadviceand

guidancethatheisgivenbyMalipoa,histraditionaladvisor.

MelissaandSangoiarecriticalandobservant.Theyarekeento

noticethelop-sidedcrownonLacuna'shead,Theyimplythatheis

notfitforleadership.

SceneTwo

Summary

Lacuna'sBusinessDealswiththeImperialists

Thesettingshiftstotheleader'spalaceformally,Governor

Macay'sresidencewhichhasnowbeenextensivelymodernized.It

isherethatLacuna,GoldsteinandRobert'smeetingtakesplace.__
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ChipandewelcomesGoldsteinandRoberttothepalace.Theyare

catchinguponthejustendedcommemorationceremonybefore

Lacunaarrives.

Chipanderudelyhandlestheattendant.Hebragsabouthow he

treatsthem insummarystatementsinthenameofdemocracy

anddevelopmentwhilefaultingKingKutulaforhavingtreated

everyoneequally.

Robertsarcasticallypointsathow Africanslovecelebrationsat

the expense ofserious issues like time managementand

economy.Chipandecomesin defensesaying .thedrumsof

prayerandthanksgivingareintendedtobringthedeadandthe

livingtocommunion."(pg.59).

Robert'scontemptforAfricansisevidentwhenhesaysthewhites

aresuperiorandthat"it'schoking me.doing businesswith

immoralragamumns..."(pg.60).HeaddsthatAfricanleaders

borrow moniesabroadinthenameofthenativesonlytoenrich

themselves-themoneyhasavailednothingtothepeople.

Withreferencetotheextravagantandunnecessarybanquet,he

notes thatmostdrinks and meals served are imported.The

coffeeisgrownbythelocalsbutthenexportedtoLondonfor

processingthensoldbacktothem.Robertwonders,"Howcanwe__
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dobusinesswithpeoplelikethese?"(pg.61).

Goldstein'sperspectiveofbusinessistolend,makeprofitand

enslavethenativesby"...puttingthenoose

theWhitemanandpoisonedhisownfathertodeath."Heloved

me,butIkilledhim."(Pg.69).However,hegoesaheadtojustify

themurder,"..myfatherloved mebut Iloved mypeople

more...that'swhyhehadtodie."(Pg.69).

Goldstein recountswhattheyhave done forLacuna and the

natives" financed his inauguration.... Look, around thirty

universities with ultra-modern equipmentcomputer....mining

Company

RobertandLacunafalloutbecausetheformerisquicktocriticize

Lacuna'sleadership.

PlanetWorldFinanciersLimitedhadextendedaloanofthirty

billiontosalvageKutula'seconomy.Lacunagetsarrogantwhen

Goldsteindemandsanaccountofhow themoneywasspent

becausehehasnoanyrecordofexpenditure.Hethreatensto

leavetheofficeandtofreezeLacuna'saccountsabroad.

Lacunatonesdownandadmitstohaveembezzledthefunds;he

boughthimselfasleekaircraftandhasbankedthirtypercentof

themoneyinforeignaccounts.Healsodisclosesthatheshares
__
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themoneywithotherleadersfortheirpersonalbenefits.

Lacunacannotaccountfortherestofthemoney.Yetheclaimsto

begivingthenativesfreemedicalservices,education,food,etc.

Goldsteinisnowseatedonthethroneandtakesadvantageofan

intimidatedLacuna'signorance,mismanagementoffundsand

poorgovernancetosethim intobiggerloans.

Lacunanowwantsanotherbiggerloantoboostthe

economyandreclaim hispopularityamongthepeopleyethasno

wayofpayingtheloanbacksincethe"...exports,silver,runningat

aloss..."(pg.75)andfanninghasdismalreturns.

Todate,Kutulahasaloanadvancementofninetyeightbillion

exclusiveofinterestandLacunaandhisministersoweRobert

andGoldsteinahundredandtwentytwobillionwhichshouldbe

paidwithinamonth.However,thedebtwillbepaidbyLacuna's

subjects.

Lacunaisgivenconditionsuponthenewloanextendedtohim by

Goldstein.

 Heistoensuremoneyispaidforjobsdoneandnotoffices

andpositionsandtoavoidnepotism.__
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 Heisalsotoremovecontrolsonpricesespeciallyfortheforeign

exchange.

 Heshouldincreasetheproductionofsilverandcoffeeforexport.

Lacunaisalsotocutdownonemploymentandensurelonger

hoursforworkers.

 Concerningagriculture,heistoevacuatetheoccupantsofthe

valleytopavewayfortheirrigationproject.

Tasks

1.Stateinstancesofsarcasm anddiscusstheirsignificance.

2.Howeffectivelydoesthewriterportraygreedinthisscene?

3.ContrastthecharactersofRobertandGoldsteinasportrayedin

thescene.

4.ExplainthemotivesofbothGoldsteinandLacunathatleadto

KingKutula'sassassination.

5."And weletyourunit.Didn'tinterfere"(pg.70),Explainthis

statementasmadebyGoldstein.

6.OutlinetheconditionsthatGoldstein and Robertimposed on

Lacuna.__
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7.DemonstrateinwhatwaybusinessbetweentheWestandKutula

has"nohumanface".(pg.82).

8."The motherbefriended the weaverbird"(pg.82).Whatdid

Lacuna'sfathermeanbythisstatement?

9.Inyouropinion,howdoestheWhitemanstandtobenefitfrom the

conditionsheimposesbeforeadvancingaloantoLacuna?

Commentary

Thereareanumberofinstancesofsarcasm inthescene.Goldstein

commentsaboutthenative'sobsessionwithcelebrations"...You

peoplecelebrateeverythingevenwhenthesunshrivels..."(pg59).

Robertsarcasticallysays,"Oh!I'dlovetosee...thedeadandthe

livingsharing!"(p.59).

Goldstein flatters Lacuna's leadership with sarcasm when he

compareshisregimetothatofhislatefather,KingKutula.Hetakes

advantageofhisgreedanduseshim toachievehisagendaasthe

queen's representative."...Itwas time to bring Kutula back to

dignity and high civilization...ourpeople found a man ...your

Excellency...amanofaction...you."(p.68).

TheauthorsatirizesLacunawhenheblameshislatefatherfor

havinglefthim adisastrousleadershipforinheritance.Heblames__
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Kutula'saversenaturetoeconomicdevelopmentandhisstrange

obsessionwithmultiplicationofmosquesandchurcheswhich

leaves the economy in shambles yethe (Lacuna)has not

sustained,andinsomecases,notstartedanyoftheeconomic

projectsforwhichhehasbeenadvancedbillionsofshillingsas

loansforfunding.

Lacunaiscastfoolishlyasaleaderwhocanneitheraccountfor

theexpenditureoftheloan,whichheembezzledwithhiscronies,

northeprojectsathand.

Itisalsoironicalhow LacunaclaimsthatKutulaisasovereign

stateyethehasbroughtitseconomytoitsknees;itisheavilyin

debt.Goldsteintellshim "...Asovereignstatewithoutauthority

andmoneyislowerthanaslave..."(p.74).

Lacunaandhisleadersdemonstrateinsatiablegreed.Theygrab

everyavailablechancetostealfrom thestate.Lacunaandhis

croniesembezzlebillionsofshillingsadvancedasloansleaving

whiteelephantprojectsandindustriesthathavesuffereddire

mismanagement.

Lacunausespartoftheloanstobuyhimselfanaircraftandhe

abdicatesthemanagementofthemoneyto hiscronieswho

shareitravenously.(Hedemandsforcertainpercentagesfor__
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personalusefrom everyloan advanced).Goldstein describes

thesecroniesas".agreedybunchofincompetentswhocan't

seeadimewithoutgettinglibidinousconvulsionsdowntheir

midriff?"(pg76).

Racism isevidentthroughRobertwhonotonlyunderminesthe

nativesbutisalsosickenedbytheirwayoflife.Hecannotstand

their customs and their nauseating suffocating loyalty of

"...crawlingonthefloor...fawning...mothering..."(p.60).

InternationalbusinesspracticebetweenKutulaandimperialists,

whichhasnohumanface,isputtingpressureonbothLacunaand

thecitizensandworkingtothedetrimentofthewelfareofKutula.

Residentshavetobeevacuatedfrom theirhomestopavewayfor

agriculture,salaries have to be slashed,people have to be

retrenchedandmoreincomehastobegeneratedattheexpense

ofthepeople.

LacunakillshisownfathertotakeoverleadershipinKutula.Itis

anactofbetrayal,assassinationandgreed.Heclaimsthathis

fatherrandownthecountryandneededtopayupwithhislife.It

isbecauseofgreedthatLacunafallspreytoGoldstein'smission

of eliminating his father. Embezzlement, corruption and

mismanagementoftheeconomybyLacunaandhisallieshave

rundownthecountrytoshambles.__
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LeaderLacuna is nepotistic and irresponsible.He keeps no

record ofthe borrowed monies spenton projects.He has

employed politicalfriends and clansmen with whom he has

squanderedmoneythatisborrowedandhasrundownmanya

project.Themachinesarerotten,farminghasfailedyethehas

stashedhugeamountsofmoneyinhisforeignaccountsand

boughtapersonalaircraftwiththeloan,tostayabovethepeople.

ItisironicalthatLacunaregardsKutulaasasovereignstateyetit

isbrokeandbeggingforaid.Hismisrulehasmadethestatesink

lowerthanthestatusofaslave.

Thescenehasnumerousproverbs.LacunaquestionsRobert,

"How isafathertobeifvisitorscometoadvisethechildren

abouttheirtoys?"(pg.81).Thisimplies

Lacuna 's discontentmentwith the interference in Kutula 's

foreignmattersbytheWhiteman.

ThedeathofKingKutulaXVistoldthroughaflashback.Lacuna

revealsthedayhepoisonshisfatheranddescribesthemannerin

which headministersthepoison.Hisguiltisevidentbuthe

coversitthroughthejustificationofhisevilact.Hesays,"He

boughtitwithhislifesothatwecaninheritacomfortablelife."

(p.69)__
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Lacunaisportrayedasincompetent.Hecanhardlyaccountfora

loanborrowedbythestate.Allprojectstobefundedbytheloan

arestalledandyetLacunahasnosufficientinformationofthe

progress.Heisalsogreedy.Lacunademandsforthirtypercentof

anygrantsorincomethatthestategets.Hekillshisfatherto

inherithisposition.

Goldstein is opportunistic and selfish.He is onlyconcerned

abouttheprofithewillmakefrom doingbusinesswithLacuna.

Hedoesn'tcarewhethertheloanheadvancesKutulawillbenefit

thepeopleornot.

Heismanipulativeanddeceptive;hemanipulatesanddeceives

Lacuna to killhis father. Goldstein's plan is to have a

compromisingleaderlikeLacunawhom hecanmanipulateand

controlatwill.

Theimperialistsareselfishandopportunistswhoonlycareabout

making profits in the business dealbetween Kutula and the

Empire.Thebusiness'hasnohumanface.'Impossibleconditions

detrimentaltothewelfareofthepeoplearelaiddowniftheloan

Kutulaneedsistobeadvancedprofitstheystandtomake.__
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SceneThree

Summary

ResistanceandRebellion

Thesceneisstillinthepalace.Sangoiandrespectedleaders

from Bukelenge Basin have come to see Lacuna overthe

evacuationofpeoplefrom thevalleytoSamuka.

Lacuna wants the elders to convince the occupants ofthe

government'sintentiontorelocatethem andusethefertilebasins

toreclaim agricultureastheBukelengevalleyisearmarkedfor

development

Sangoiand theeldershaveputitplainlyto Lacunathatthe

evacuationwillnotbepossible.

LacunaisannoyedbytheirdisobedienceandblamesSangoifor

poisoningtheopinionleadersagainsttheirrigationproject.He

says,"...thissilentrebellion...anythingtodowithyou?"(Pg.85).

Lacuna'scontemptforhissubjectsisevidentwhenhesaysthe

massisilliterateandtheycannotthinkofinternationalbusiness.

LacunathreatenstoeliminateSangoiashetellsChipandethat

thatistheonlywayforhim toremainonthethrone.Hesenses

strong opposition from Sangoibearing Sangoi's popularity__
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amongstthepeoplewhichhedoesnottakeforgranted.

Lulu isexpected to spend a nightwith Lacuna in the Royal

chamberastheAnnualCustom demands.Allthepreparations

havebeendonebyChipande.ApparentlyLuluandLacunafailto

showup.

LacunafearsthathisleadershipwillfailbecauseRobertmight

havedefiledLulu'spuritybeforeunitingLacunawiththepowerful

deadandtheunbornoftheworld."Shestandsinthegapand

mustusherintomorrow'ssun.Sheisthebridge."(pg.88).

LacunatriestolureLulubyhispowerandaluxuriantlifestyle

againstthatofLuluthatispoor.Hetellsher,"...whatwillyour

mothergiveyou?(Pg.93).ButLuluremainsfirm thatsheistoo

youngforhim andstillinschool;besides,sherespectsMelissa.

Shewonderswhyshehasbeenconfinedinthepalaceandwants

togohome.

TheritualispostponeduntilafterfourweeksandLuluwillbe

confinedinthechamberstobecleansedandtakencareofso

that"...nottoangerandpainandworrythewiseoneswithinthe

deep(pg.92)

Meanwhile,thereisa peacefuldemonstration outsidebythe

peoplefrom Malima— Temaagainsttherelocationofpeople__
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from thevalley.Women,menandchildrenarecarryingtwigsand

doves,singing,dancingandmarching.

Meshak,thecommanderofthearmedforces,reportsthatthe

demonstrationisharmlessandthereisnoneedofusingguns.

Lacuna is annoyed to hearthatno one has been shotor

imprisoned.Hethreatensthatanyleaderwhowillnotsupportthe

evacuationwillbedismissedforthwithandreplacedbypeople

from theroyalclanregardlessoftheirlevelofeducation.

Tasks

1.StateinstancesofsuperstitioninScene3.

2.InwhatwaysdoestheBukelengeBasindisappointleaderLacuna?

3.ContrastthereprisalofnativesduringKingKutula'sreigntothe

protestbytheBukelengemountainoccupants.

4."Butletallbedoneinwisdom..."(pg.92).Show how Lacuna

takes[eaveofwisdom inthisscene.

5.WhatcharactertraitofLacunaisrevealedwhenherespondsto

Sangoisaying,"Theirsecondalternative,begins,SangoiAndno,

gooutthereandeffectobedienceuponmypeople.Twoweeks,

Sangoi"(pg.86-87)__
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6.Whatis Lacuna's perception ofwomen in lightofhow he

describesMelissaon(pg.94)?

7.InwhatwaysdoesCommanderMeshackdisappointLacunawith

regardtotrackingtheinsurgentsatMalima-TemaMountains?

8.Whatisyourunderstandingoftheword"cannibal"asusedinthe

scene?

Commentary

TheauthordepictstheleadershipconflictbetweenSangoiand

Lacunaresultingfrom theissueofevacuationoftheoccupants

oftheBukelengevalleyto"re-organizeourlandandboost

production."(p.84).

Lacunabeginsto experiencetheoppositionoftheopinion

leaderswhodisagreewithhisrequesttohavethem convince

theresidents"astoournationalreasonsforsuchamove"

(p.85).

Lacuna'sfaithinthesuperstitionspeggedontheyearlyritual

ofunitingthepowerfuldeadandtheunbornchildrenremains

hisonlyhopeofsustaininghisleadershippositionbymaking

themidnightsacrificesofpoliticalperpetuation.

PoliticalsacrificestartswhenBukelengeoccupantsorganizea__
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peacefulmarchtothepalacecarryingdoves.Noteventhearmy

candisperseorhurtthewomenandchildrenbecausetheyare

harmless."Theycarrytwigsandfarm toolsinsteadofguns!"

(p.91).

The occupants ofBukelenge are portrayed as peacefuland

harmonious.Theyallagreetoexpresstheirgrievancesjustas

theirleaders'adviceanddirectthem,peacefulandbloodless.

Luluisbroughtforthandallshewantsistogohomedespite

Lacuna'sattempttotreatherwarmlyandpraiseherbeauty,and

enticeherwithhisthroneandpower."Isaw you...myeyeshave

beenalldazzle'(pg.93).

"...makingmeyoungagainbutabeggar,aworshipperatthe

doorofyourheart."

Lacunaisdisrespectfulofhiswife,Melissa.Hedescribesherwith

insolenceinhisattempttolureLuluandwhenLuluturnsdown

hisproposalclaimingthatsherespects.

Melissa,he says,"A demon!A tongue ofliving lightning,

oversizedmatchstickofangrydynamite...oldwarclub,cobra-

headedhandgrenade..."(p.94).__
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CommanderMeshack is dutifuland responsive.He reports

promptlyto Lacunaabouttheprogressofthepursuitofthe

insurgentswhichhesayswaswithoutcasualtiesasitwasa

peacefulprotest.HeisobedientashefollowsLacuna'sordersto

carryontheevacuationandtodismissanysympathizersofthe

protesters.He is ordered to replace them with otherpeople

regardlessoftheireducationandobeys.

Malipoaisarealisticandcautiousperson.Heconstantlywarns

Lacunaagainstoverzealousness."...doallthesethings...letallbe

doneinwisdom ifyouaretostaysecure."(pg.92).

Lacunaisseenasseductive.Heattemptstoseduce19year-old

Luluwhoisattractedtohim andisunwillingtorelatewithhim.

"No!...Iwillnever"(pg93)."I'm yourdaughtermanytimesover,"

(pg.93).Hetellsher,"Ilookatyourbeautyandnobility...making

me...abeggar,aworshipperatthedoorofyourheart."

Luluisassertive.Sheisnotreadytogetintoarelationshipwith

Lacuna,aleader,whoisasoldasherfather.Sherespectshim

andthewife,Melissa.Allshewantsistogohometoherparents.__
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MovementThree

SceneOne

Summary

JudahZenMelo'sDeath

ThesceneissetinTaminaZenMelo'shut.Itisintheeveningand

Taminahasjustenteredwithabundleoffirewood.

Judahhaswrittenalettertoinform herthathewillbecoming

homethatdaythesecondofSeptember.Intheletter,Judah

wantstoknowthewhereaboutsofhischildren.__
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ThisremindsTaminahowLulu,theirdaughterhasbeenconfined

inthepalacewithapromiseofanew homeandlandinthe

mountains which she detests.She says,"...and he had the

prudencetosaltmyrawwoundIspatonhisfaceandheandhis

friendsfledfrom mycookingspoon."(pg.98).

SangoivisitsTamina'shutshortly.Theissueofevacuationisa

graveonebutall,includingTamina,willrallybehindher.She

reportsthatshehasnotseenLuluinthepalaceandthatJudah

wasvisitedintheminesconcerningLulu'smarriagetoLacuna.

Thoughhiding,SangoibearsthebadnewsofZenMelo'sdeath.

Taminasays,"...myhusbandisdead,that'swhatyoucametotell

mebutyoudidn'thavethecourage.Isittrue?"(Pg.100).Judah

diesatthemineswhenthemachineheoperatessnapsand

crusheshim.Taminaisinconsolablydesperateandbreaksinto

mourning.

BengostopsbyTamina'shouseandfindsherbesideherselfwith

griefandwantstoassignsomewomentotakecareofher.The

Mother'sUnioninherchurchwilllookintoherneeds.

TaminaisdisillusionedanddisappointedbyLacuna'sleadership.

Hehastakenherhusband,sons,Luluherdaughterandhervalley.

Shehasnothingandnoonetohelpher.SangoiconsolesTamina.__



Contact0715298695forothernotes&guides. 48

Tasks

1.HowdoesthediscussionbetweenSangoiandTaminaatthe

startofthesceneprepareSangoitobreakthenewsofJudah's

death?

2.DescribetheeventsthatleadtoJudahMelo'sdeath.

3.Discussthethemeofhopelessnessanddisillusionmentinthe

scene,

4."ThemoledigsGod'searthmerelytolivein...grassgrowsinthe

soilhethrewaside."Discussthesignificanceofthissayinginthe

scene.

5.WhichdiseaseisSangoireferringtobysaying,"...thisstrange

diseasefrom acrosstheseas.Thedisease."

6.Identifyandexplainaninstanceofbiblicalallusionfrom thescene.

Commentary

The scene begins with fantasy.Tamina is excited abouta

possible brightfuture with herfamilybutironicallydeath is

imminent.ZenMeloiskilledinapremeditatedmurderatthe

minesbythefaultymachines.Hehasservedfaithfullywiththe

hope to contribute to the quadrupling ofproduction and to

providefortunestochangethelifeofhisfamilyforthebetter.__
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Taminalooksforwardtobettertimes.

Thestatehasbetrayed itsown.Zelo dieswith theeffortto

increasetheproductionofsilvertomeettheconditionsofthe

imperialistsyetthestatewon'tprotectitsownwiththeright

workingconditions.

The news of Zelo's death creates the atmosphere of

hopelessnessanddespair.ThestrawsofhopethatTaminahad

leftareallgone.ZenMelo'sdeathisamarkofherimminent

misery.

Patriotism isportrayedbySangoiwhoinsistsuponBengoto

ensure that'no life is lost'in theirprotestmission against

Lacuna'sleadership.

Bengoisportrayedassupportive.Herallieshissupportbehind

Sangoi,"thepeople'swould-be-saviour,""weareallunited,a

womanshallleadus"(p.103).

Lacuna is irrational and impulsive as he asks for the

commander'suniform toassumetotalcontrolunderstrictmartial

law.Hedeclaresacurfew andissues'shootonsight'ordersfor

law breakers.His move is received with greatresistance,

oppositionandrebellionbythepeople.__
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Lacunaiscarnal.HeordersMalipoatobringLulualongasheis

settomarryherwithoutherconsent.ShetellsLacuna,"...keep

mehereagainstmywill...youkilledmyfather...Iwillneverbe

yourwife"(p.121).Hissolemotivationofgettingintimatewith

herisinordertogetthemandateofleadership.

SceneTwo

Summary

MartialLawandLacuna'sPredicaments

Itisinthepalace.LacunahasaheatedargumentwithMalipoaover

whenhewillhaveLuluasawife.Malipoasaysanotherweekwillbe

neededbecauseLuluisstillmourningherfather'sdeath.

Lacuna is disappointed by Lulu's consistentresistance to his

advances.Hehaspouredlibationstoherlatefather'sspirit;hehas

channeledalotoffinancestohercomfortinthepalaceandhas

offeredTaminavastlandsandlabourerstotillthelandbutshehas

spurnedhisadvances.

RobertandGoldsteinarebackto seeLacunaafteramonthto

assesstheprogressmadeinmeetingtheconditionslaidfortheloan

grant.__
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Apparently,tea,coffee,silver show no promise,the

machines are broken down,and the industries are in

shamblesbesidesassassinationsofworkers.

Theoccupantsofthevalleystillaredueforevacuation

Notashillingoftheonetwentybillionborrowedisused

beyondthepalace.

Lacunasaysthepoorproductionisasaresultofrottenmachines

andthedeathofJudahwhowasthemachineoperator.However,

Roberttellshim thattheyknowJudahwasmurderedandnottheold

machine'serroraswasreported.

GoldsteinholdsthegadgetscreentoLacunatoread,"MeneMene

Tekel'(pg.109),meaninghehasbeenweighedandfoundwanting

andGodhasnumberedhiskingdom.

WhenLacunabluntlystatesthathewillpaytheloanwhenhewants,

allhismoneyintheprivateaccountsabroadistransferredtopaythe

debt.Robertsays,"Wemustrecoverourdebt."(pg.112).

LacunahasbeendisabledcompletelybutordersthearrestofRobert

andGoldstein.Healsodeclaresacurfewfrom dawntodusk.

LacunaordersChipandetocanceltheevacuationplans,suspendall

the workers'salaries,and interdictallpublic officials including
__
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councilors,ministers,directorsandprincipals.Lacunahimselfisto

bethecommanderinchiefinplaceofMeshak.

Lacunahasextendedahundredpercenttaxontheprofitsmadeby

allcorporations,banks,parastatalsandbusinessesandthemoney

tobecollectedintothenationalkittyunderhiscustody.

Chipandewarnshim ofmoreriotsnowthatthesituationisvolatile

becauseoftheplanstoforcefullyevacuatethepeoplefrom the

valley.

LacunawantstobejoinedtoLuluinaholymatrimonybeforesunset.

Malipoahasgonetofetchherandbeforehecomesback,Lulu

enterstomeetLacunawithoutpermissionfrom eithertheattendant

orLacunahimself,

LacunaaccusesLuluofanaffairwithRobert.Luluobjectstothe

accusationbutthenapologizes.Shewantstogo

homeforthesecondintermentofherlatefatherandfearsforher

namebeingtarnishedas"apalacegolddigger"(pg.119)besides,her

motherhasdisownedher.

Luluwantstopursueheracademicsandbecomeadoctor.She

rejectsLacuna'sadvancesofloveandallureofpleasures.Lacunais

infuriatedandslapsLulu.__
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Inannoyance,LuluremindsLacunahow hehaskeptherinthe

palaceagainstherwill,killedherfather,impoverishedthem and

madethem slaves.Besides,heistentimesherfather'sageandwill

nevergetmarriedtohim.

LuluisforcefullyledoutbyChipandeandtheguardandconfinedto

herquartersunderLacuna'scommandpendingaforcefulmarriage.

Tasks

1."Allthewiseoneshaveordered,Ihavefulfilled."Outlineallthe

ordersandhowLacunahasfulfilledthem.

2. "Theymustplaythegame-totally,ifbothpartiesaretobenefit"

(pg.107).WhatdoesRobertmeanbythis?

3.WhydoyouthinkJudahMeloismurderedinthemines?

4.StatetheforeignbanksthatLacunahassavedhismoneyin.

5.Citeinstancesofironyandsarcasm inthescene.

6."Didthesehandsembraceaforeigner?"(pg.118).Whatwouldbe

thetraditionalimplicationofLuluembracingaforeigneronthenight

ofthecommemoration?

7.OutlinetheweaknessofLacuna'sleadershipasportrayedinthe

scene.__
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8.ContrastthecharacterofLacunaasaleaderandasacarnalman

withreferencetotheadvanceshemakesonLulu.

Commentary

The scenes present cases of disillusionment. Lacuna is

desperateanddisillusionedaseverythingisworkingagainsthim.

Lulu won'tgivein to Lacuna;Robertand Goldstein clearhis

foreignaccountstopaytheaccruingdebt;citizensareagainsthis

leadershipandthesilentonesareabouttounleashtheirwrathon

him settinghim upfördesperation.Hemakesdesperatemoves.

Authoritarianism isata peakin the scene.Lacuna declares

martiallaw,declaresadusktodawncurfew,freezessalariesand

firespeopleen-masseandcontinuestodetainLulu,andissuesa

shootonsightorderforthievesandlooters.

Imperialism isportrayedtoo.RobertandGoldsteineffecttheir

threataftertheirfailuretomeettheconditionsandtheimpact

tricklesdown to thecitizens.Evacuation willaffectthem,by

emptyingLacuna'saccounts,allorganizationswillbetaxedby__
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100%.RobertisawarethatJudahwasmurderedinthemine;the

whitesseeminglyknowthenitty-grittyofLacuna'sadministration.

Theyareincontrol."ItwasmurderforpoorJudah..."(p.109).

Lacunaisgreedyandselfish.Hewantstorecoverhisswept

accountsbyimposinghimselfandstealingfrom thepoorcitizens.

Hedeclaresmartiallaw andmakesdrasticanderraticorders

targetedatthepeopleandmeanttofrustratethem.Hedetains

Luluforonemoreweektomarryherandgetthemandateof

leadershipfrom her.

Luluisboldandcandid.SheconfrontsLacunaforkillingher

father,andforbeingundependable,selfishandanoppressive

leaderwithaperfectedartofkeepingcitizensinpoverty.She

vowsnevertomarryhim.

Robertand Goldstein satirize Lacuna's miseries.They seem

particularlyexcitedatcatchinghim unawares.Theymuseathis

shockontheirknowledgeofhisfinancialstanding,whenthey

transferhissavingsfrom hismanyforeignaccountstheyaddress

him sarcastically"...'Twasnicedoingbusinesswithyou,oldpal..."

(p.112).anduseaproverbtomockhim.Goldstein,whatwasthat

acrudeproverbyouarefondofusingaboutthesepeople?"(p.

110)"...Atetheredhenhasnopower?"

Goldstein and Robertare merciless and ruthless.Theyclear
__
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Lacuna'saccountsinanefforttoeffecttheirconsequencesfor

unmetforeignconditions,

TheauthorsatirizesLacunabycastinghim asanignorantand

arrogantleader.LacunathreatensGoldsteinwhenheinsiststhat

new playerswillbeinvolvedinbusiness.Lacunatellshim "...A

pythonneverstrikesexceptinhunger..."(pg.108).WhenGoldstein

andRobertcornerhim andclearhisforeignaccountsinforeign

countries;Lacunapanicsandbeginstopleadforpardonanda

secondchance,Nonetheless,theytransferthemoneyfrom his

accountandhisbalancereadszero.

LacunademandsthatGoldsteinandRobertgivehim gunsand

ammunitiontoforcehispeopleoutofthemountainsiftheyresist,

in orderto fulfilltheconditionspegged on theloan.Thisis

satiricalandquitelaughable.

RobertandGoldsteinseem tohavefirst-handinformationabout

everythinggoingoninKutula.Theyknow thatJudahMelois

killedinanarrangedmurderinthefactory.WhenLacunaclaims

thathisattempttofulfilloneoftheconditionsgivenproduced

disastrousresults,to meanthatJudahiskilledbyaccident,

Robertrespondssaying,"ItwasmurderforpoorJudah."(pg.108)__
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MovementFour

SceneOne

Summary

PlanstoOverthrowLacuna'sGovernment

Itisatdawninahouseinthedenselyforestedmountains.Bengois

chairingameetingofagroupofleadersfrom thevillagebothyoung

andold,whichplanstooverthrow Lacuna'sgovernment.Sangoi

comesinlater.

Thereisaconflictbetweentheyoungmaleleaderandtheelderly

leaderoverthe previous approach to issues where the elderly

leadershavebeenslow inthecauseoftheiractionsoverserious

mattersinthenameofcautionleadingtothecurrentpredicamentof

thepeopleofKutula.

Thegrouphastoreviewtheirapproachnowthatacurfewhasbeen

declaredtoensurethesuccessofthedemo.Theyhavethesupport

ofeverytribeincludingsomeofLacuna'sloyalists.

Bengosaysthatthemissionshouldbeaccomplishedwithoutpain,

hateorbloodshed.Heinsistsonunitytowinandifnot.atleastdied

saying,"no"totyranny;particularlythetyrannyofourhistoryand

internationalneo-slavery."(pg.125).__
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Sangoiisthefavouriteofeverybodyandthesuggestedleaderafter

Lacunaisoverthrown.However,sheacceptstheleadershipwitha

conditiontowithdraw thearmedsectionofthemovement.This

receivesalotofobjectionfrom theleaderswhofeeltheyshouldbe

armedbecauseLacunahasanarmedarmy,too.

Sangoiwillembarkonherchurchrolesandapoliticalleadersought

afterwards.

Tasks

1.HowdoestheenemycatchBengoandhisfamilyoff-guardinthe

entireplay?

2."Wehavepersistedbecauseweknowandareconvincedthatour

causeisjust,"Givereasonstojustifythisstatement.

3.WhydoyouthinkthepeoplehavesomuchconfidenceinSangoi?

4.Whatisthepurposeofthemeeting?

5.Explaintheconflictthatarisesbetweentheyoungandtheold.

6."Canyouimaginethebitternessthroughouttheland?"Comment

onthisstatementwithregardtotheepisode.

7.Outlinethedetailsoftheplanonhowtoattackthepalace.__



Contact0715298695forothernotes&guides. 59

8.Whatdoestheyoungleadermeanwhenhesays,"Ourleopards

moveamongLacuna'sforces"(pg.124)?

9.Outlinethestepsthatthenew leadershipwilltaketorebuildthe

state?

10. ExplainwhatSangoimeansbysaying"Theysquanderedit

andwehavefeltitsyokeonournecks."

Commentary

Itisevidentthattheleadersaredeterminedtobringchangein

Kutula.Bengosaystheyarereadyforanyeventuality."Ifwelose,

posteritywillknowthatatleastwediedsaying,"no"totyranny...

ifwewin,weshallrejoice...know ...weareaunitedpeople."

(pg.125).

ThechangeinKutulaisnotonlytheresponsibilityoftheleadersbut

everycitizen'sconcern.Unityofpurposeisevidentastheelderly

leadersays,"Andwe'vebeenjoinedbymillionsfrom allethnic

groupsandreligiousfaiths"(pg.124).Bengoreportsthat,"manyare

withusrightacross...theland."(pg.125).

Theneedforchangeismotivatedbythecontinuouspredicament__
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thenativeshavefacedovertime.Theyarelandlessandservitude,"A

mad hattercontinues to sellus out-slaves on ourown soil."

(pg.123),unemployed,"...look atme waiting here forallmy

education.Me!Agraduate."(Pg.123)amongothers.

Bengoisportrayedasasoberandaneffectiveleaderabletocalm

downtheelderswhentheybeginexpressingtheirdifferences.

Theleaders'intelligenceisportrayedwhentheyorganizeawell-

plannedmissionandchooseSangoiasaleadertoguidethem.

Theyaretoavoidcausingharm toanyoneandthisissymbolizedby

thecarryingofdoves"..tosignalourpeaceandresolve?"(Pg.127).

TheypretendtobeloyaltoLacuna."Andourleopardsmoveamong

Lacuna'sforces,pretendingloyalty."(pg.124).

Theword "leopards"isused metaphoricallybytheyoung male

leadertomean"prowlingspies."

Sangoiiscastaslevel-headed.Sheadvocatespeacefulprotestsand

speaksagainstbloodshed.

Sangoiiscommittedandsincere.Sheiswillingtoprotestagainst

herbrother'sleadershipwhichshedoesnotrelateto.Sheisfighting

forjustice.

The"fivefoolishvirgins"(pg.124)isabiblicalallusionusedtoliken
__
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theleadersduringthemeetingatdawntothefoolishvirginsafter

Sangoientersandtheleadersglidetothecornerreadytotakeoff.

SceneTwo

Summary

Lacuna'sLossofPower

ItisinthemorningandanagitatedLacunaandacoweringChipande

areinthepalaceandoutofcontrol.Lacunahasfiredeverybody

includingMalipoa.

Peoplehavemobilizedthemselvesandthedemonstrationison.

Lacunaordersforthemobilizationofthetroopstoattacktherabble

ofdissidentsandordersforthedetentionofRobertandGoldstein.__
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Lacuna isobsessed with having Lulu ashissecond bride. He

instructsChipandeamidsttheconfusiontopreparetobethebest

manduringtheceremony.

Lacunaisadamantuntilhehearsthesoundsofgunshots.Attendant

Ilshowshim themarchhasdrawnclosetothepalacefrom all

directions.Thecityisunderattack,thebarrackshavefallenandthe

palacehasbeenbesieged.

Theprotestorssurroundthepalacechanting,"DownwithLacuna!

Corruptingourchildren!Stealingfrom thepoor!Starvingthepoor!".

..."Weshallnotbemoved"Downwithtyrants!""Downwithcurfews

infreeland!"(pg.132).

MeanwhileBengo,SangoiandTaminacomeclosertoLacunaas

Bengoaddressesthecrowdabouttheneedforjusticeandrestrains

peoplefrom usingviolenceagainstLacuna.

ReverendSangoiaddressesthecrowdamidcheersandchantsof

revengetoperpetratorsofevilfrom thecrowd.Sheconfirmsthe

needtodealwiththeevilsofthepastbeforeforgingforwardwith

thereconstructionandhealingoftheland.

Sangoiisquicktopointoutthattheeviloneshavereducedthe
__
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peopletobeggarsintheirownhomeland,theyouthintocriminals

anddrugaddicts,disintegrationoffamilies,"...TaminaZenMeloand

others....sincedisasterstruckherhome,shehaslosthermind..••

''(pg.135).

LacunaisorderedtojoinRobertandGoldstein.Thecrowdrefersto

them asleechesthatbleedthecountrydry.Lacunaisguiltyof

tyrannyandsinkingthecountryintodebts.

SangoicommandsLacuna,MalipoaandChipandetobejailed.

LacunablameshisadvisorsbutChipandesaysLacunaalwaysgave

orders.

EvenafterSangoiiseducatedabroadandmarriedbyawhite,she

does notspare Goldstein and Robert.The two foreigners are

deportedbacktotheircountry.

SheinformsRobertinresponsetohisdemandfortheirdebtthatthe

moneywasborrowedinthenameofthenativesbutsquanderedby

Lacunaandhiscronies.

 LulumovestothefrontwheresheembraceshermotherTamina.

SangoiquestionsLacunaoverLulu'sconfinementandTaminaout

ofrageslapsLacunaforconfiningherdaughterformanydays.__



Contact0715298695forothernotes&guides. 64

Tasks

1."Icanseefurtherwithoutglassesthanhewithhisspiritual

binoculars."ShowtheironyofLacuna'sstatementinlightofthe

eventslaterinthescene.

2.WhatisSangoi'sroleinliberatingherpeople?

3."IAM POPULAR!Notso?"Commenton the irony ofthis

statement.

4.OutlinetheevilsthatthenativeshavesufferedduetoLacuna's

leadership.

5.WhatisBengo'sroleduringthedemonstrations?

6."Hangtheleeches!Bleedingourcountrydry!"Explaintheabove

statements.

7.Identifyandexplaintheuseoflanguageinthisepisode.

8.WhatisSangoi'sattitudetowardsLacuna,RobertandGoldstein?

Commentary

There is a revolution as people overthrow theirleader.A

successfulcoupisstagedwherethepalaceissurroundedand

Lacunatakenhostagebythepeopleandforthepeople.They__
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declare,"...unitedinasinglejustcause,we,byourowneffort,

canraiseourselvesupagain..."(p.133)

ItisironicalthatGoldsteinthoughtthateducatingSangoiinthe

westwouldmakeherdividethepeoplefurtherbyindoctrinating

them tosupportthewhitesbutsheturnsouttobethelionesshe

fearedshewouldbecome.

BetrayalofloyaltyisseenwhenChipandedisownsLacunaand

saysthathisroleasadviserwasoverruledbyhisorders.

Freedom andliberationcometothepeoplewhentheaustere

leaderistakenhostage.

Sangoidemonstrates her authoritativeness when Goldstein,

Robert,Lacuna,ChipandeandMalipoatakeherorders.Thewhite

menaredeportedandtheotherthreearelockedup.

Bengo demonstratesmaturityin leadership byrestraining the

crowdfrom anyform ofviolence.

Theauthorsatirizestheleaders.Allislostforthetoughtalking

RobertandGoldsteinastheysetouttodestabilizethecitizens.

Lacunabowsandisnolongerpowerful.Heisinthehandsofthe

verypeopleheoppressed.ChipandeandMalipoajointheirleader

incustody.__
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Lacunaisdishonestandanescapist.Heblameshistyrannyon

MalipoaandChipande.Hedeniesthathistimeisupandinsists,

"Thepeopleloveme,I'm popular,"(pg.131).

END

__




