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SECTION A: COMPREHENSION (20 MARKS)
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Digital transformation in education has become a necessity rather than a luxury. With the rapid evolution of technology, classrooms are no longer confined by four walls. Students now have access to a wealth of information at their fingertips, enabling a shift from traditional rote learning to critical thinking and problem-solving. However, this transition is not without its challenges. 
The digital divide remains a significant barrier, as students from disadvantaged backgrounds struggle to keep up due to a lack of devices and reliable internet connectivity. Furthermore, the constant barrage of information can lead to digital fatigue and shortened attention spans. Educators must therefore balance the integration of digital tools with traditional pedagogical methods to ensure holistic development.
 By fostering digital literacy, we can prepare students for the modern workforce while preserving the human element of mentorship that is central to learning.

1. According to the author, why is digital transformation in education now considered a necessity? (2 marks)


2. In what way does technology alter the learning experience for students? (2 marks)

3. Explain the term "digital divide" as used in the passage. (2 marks)


4. List two challenges associated with digital integration mentioned by the author. (2 marks)


5. "Educators must therefore balance the integration of digital tools with traditional pedagogical methods..." Explain what this means. (3 marks)



6. What does the author imply by "the human element of mentorship"? (3 marks)



7. Summarize the main message of the passage in not more than 40 words. (6 marks)





SECTION B: LITERARY APPRECIATION (25 MARKS)
Read the excerpt below from "The Samaritan" by John Lara and answer the questions that follow.

Nicole sat at her desk in the Maracas Municipality office, staring blankly at the screen. The events of the past few weeks had been nothing short of a rollercoaster. She had initiated 'The Samaritan' app, hoping to expose the rot of corruption plaguing their leadership, but she had underestimated the depth of the greed. Mayor Mossi had sent his henchmen to intimidate her, and her colleagues were turning against her. Just then, her friend Lisa walked in, her face etched with concern. "Nicole," Lisa whispered, "they know. You need to leave town." Nicole shook her head. "If I leave, I am admitting 
defeat, Lisa. These people think they can silence the truth with fear."

1. Briefly describe what happens before this excerpt. (4 marks)




2. "They know." To whom is Lisa referring? (2 marks)



3. Identify and illustrate two themes brought out in the excerpt. (4 marks)



4. Identify one stylistic device used in this excerpt and explain its effectiveness. (2 marks)



5. What does the passage reveal about Nicole’s character? (4 marks)

6. Describe the atmosphere of this excerpt. (3 marks)



7. Explain the meaning of the following phrases as used in the excerpt: (6 marks)
   a) "rollercoaster"


   b) "expose the rot of corruption"


   c) "etched with concern"


SECTION C: POETRY (20 MARKS)
Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow.

The engine roars, the earth is torn,
Steel teeth bite deep, the crops are gone.
A landscape once of green and gold,
Now grey and hollow, dark and cold.
They speak of progress, growth, and gain,
But ignore the echo of the rain,
Which falls no more upon the land,
Destroyed by the busy, grasping hand.

1. Who is the speaker in this poem? (2 marks)


2. Identify and explain one tone used in the poem. (3 marks)



3. Explain the meaning of the phrase "steel teeth" as used in the poem. (2 marks)



4. Identify two stylistic devices used in the poem and explain their effect. (4 marks)




5. What does the poet mean by "the busy, grasping hand"? (3 marks)



6. Discuss the thematic concerns of the poem. (6 marks)





SECTION D: GRAMMAR (15 MARKS)
1. Rewrite the following sentences according to instructions. (3 marks)
   a) "I will finish the project tomorrow," the student said. (Rewrite in indirect speech)


   b) The teacher punished the boy because he was late. (Rewrite using "on account of")



   c) She is the smartest girl in the class. (Rewrite using "than")


2. Fill in the blank spaces with the correct form of the word in brackets. (4 marks)
   a) The ____________ (agree) between the two parties was finally signed.
   b) His ____________ (lazy) caused him to fail the exam.
   c) The committee reached a ____________ (unanimous) decision.
   d) She spoke ____________ (fluent) during the debate.
3. Rewrite the following sentences to remove gender bias. (4 marks)
   a) Every student should bring his book tomorrow.


   b) The fireman rescued the cat from the tree.

4. Explain the meaning of the following idioms. (4 marks)
   a) Beat around the bush



   b) Call it a day
