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INSTRUCTIONS TO LEARNERS
Answer all questions 
SECTION A: COMPOSITION AND MUSIC THEORY (70 MARKS)
QUESTION 1: 
(a) Study the rhythm pattern below:
♩ ♫ ♫ ♩ ♪ ♩ ♬ ♪
i) Identify the note value represented by ♫. (1 mark)
___________________________________________________
ii) Explain the meaning of a tie in rhythmic notation. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ iii) Rewrite the rhythm so that it fits correctly in 3/4 time. (3 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv) Compose a 2-bar rhythm in 4/4 time using semibreves, crotchets and quavers. Notate it on a staff. (4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
QUESTION 2: 
(a) Consider the following notes written in treble clef:
G A B C D E F♯ G
i) Identify the key of the scale. (1 mark)
_________________________________________________________
ii) State whether the scale is major or minor and give a reason. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii) Explain the difference between ascending and descending scales. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Compose a 6-bar melody in a major key including:
• A repeated motif
• At least one rest
• Dynamic markings (p, f, mf) (5 marks)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
QUESTION 3: 
Given the melody in C major:
C – E – G – F – D – C
a) Identify the interval between C and G. (1 mark)
___________________________________________________________
b) Transpose the melody up a major 2nd. (3 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Rewrite the transposed melody in bass clef. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) State two practical uses of transposition in performance. (2 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
QUESTION 4: 
Given the words:
“Kenya yetu ni nchi ya amani”
a) Divide the sentence into syllables. (2 marks)
___________________________________________________
b) Suggest a suitable time signature and explain why. (2 marks)
___________________________________________________
c) Compose a short 2-bar melodic phrase to fit the words. (3 marks)






QUESTION 5: 
(a) Define the term triad. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Construct the primary chords in the key of C major. (3 marks)




(c) Harmonize the melody below using I, IV and V chords only:
Melody: C – C – G – A – G – F – E (2 marks)
QUESTION 6: 
(a) Name two commonly used music notation or composition software programs. (2 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Describe three steps involved in creating a new musical score using software. (3 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Explain three advantages of using digital notation software instead of handwritten notation. (3 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iii) _______________________________________________________________________________________



SECTION B: PERFORMANCE AND DANCE (30 MARKS)
QUESTION 7: 
(a) Identify three characteristics of Kenyan traditional songs. (3 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Explain three social functions of traditional music in Kenyan communities. (3 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Describe four performance elements important in traditional dance. (4 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iv) _______________________________________________________________________________________
QUESTION 8: 
(a) Differentiate between solo and ensemble performance. (2 marks)




(b) State three vocal techniques that improve solo singing. (3 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Explain the importance of articulation and phrasing in music performance. (3 marks)

(d) Give two benefits of participating in music performance activities. (2 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
QUESTION 9: 
(a) Classify indigenous instruments into three categories. (3 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Describe how sound is produced in one aerophone instrument. (3 marks)




(c) Outline four cultural values preserved through indigenous music. (4 marks)
i) _______________________________________________________________________________________
ii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iii) _______________________________________________________________________________________
iv) _______________________________________________________________________________________
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