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LEARNER’S DETAILS
Name: _______________________________________School: ___________________________________________
Assessment Number: ____________________School Code: ______________ Date: ________Signature: _________
INSTRUCTIONS TO LEARNERS
i. Answer all questions 
ii. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
iii. Use clear, neat, and grammatically correct English.
iv. Manage your time carefully to complete both sections.
v. Follow the word limits where indicated.
vi. Check your work before submission.

1. Oral Literature (10 marks)
a) Define oral literature. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) Identify four genres of oral literature. (4 marks)
i. _____________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. _____________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. _____________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. _____________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Explain two functions of oral literature in society. (4 marks)
i. _____________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. _____________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Oral Narrative (10 marks)
Read the short story:
Wisdom in the Time of Drought
The sun had been merciless for weeks, burning the earth until it cracked like broken pottery. Kamau, a hardworking farmer, stood at the edge of his field, worry etched across his face. His maize stalks, once green and promising, now drooped helplessly under the harsh heat. The rains had delayed far beyond the usual season, and whispers of famine had begun to spread across the village.
Kamau knew he could not ignore the problem. That evening, he called the villagers together beneath the large acacia tree at the center of the community. Men and women gathered, fanning themselves in the warm breeze, their expressions anxious but hopeful.
“My friends,” Kamau began, “our crops are failing because of poor rainfall. If we do nothing, we may face hunger in the coming months. I seek your advice.”
An elderly man rose first. “Plant again immediately,” he urged. “The rains may surprise us tomorrow.”
A younger farmer disagreed. “No,” he said firmly. “We should wait. Planting now would only waste our seeds.”
Others joined in, each offering different suggestions. Some proposed prayers and sacrifices, while others advised buying food from distant markets. The discussion grew lively, yet Kamau remained silent, listening carefully to every opinion. He respected the wisdom of the elders and the energy of the youth. When everyone had spoken, he thanked them and asked for a night to reflect.
That night, Kamau walked toward the nearby river. Though the rains had failed, the river still flowed steadily, glistening under the moonlight. An idea formed in his mind. Why wait helplessly for rain when water was within reach?
The following morning, Kamau gathered his family and began digging channels from the river to his farm. It was exhausting work, but slowly, water began to trickle through the narrow paths and soak the thirsty soil. Within days, the maize leaves regained their vibrant green color. Weeks later, his farm stood tall and healthy while others struggled with dry fields.
The villagers were astonished. They realized that Kamau had neither rushed blindly nor waited passively. Instead, he had listened, thought deeply, and acted wisely.
From that season onward, the community understood an important lesson: true wisdom lies in patience, thoughtful consultation, and the courage to make balanced decisions.
a) Identify three features of oral narratives. (3 marks)
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
iii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
b) State two types of oral narratives. (2 marks)
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
c) Give three lessons learned from the story. (5 marks)
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
iii. ____________________________________________________________________________________



8. Poetry Analysis (10 marks)
Read the poem below and answer the questions:
“Morning in the Village”
Birds chirp softly as the sun rises,
Smoke curls from the thatched roofs,
Children hurry to school with eager steps,
Women fetch water singing old songs.
The market buzzes with life and color,
Laughter and shouts mix with the aroma of fresh produce,
Elders sit under trees telling tales,
Passing down wisdom through generations.
a) Identify the type of poem. (2 marks)
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________
b) State three elements of poetry used. (3 marks)
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
iii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
c) Explain the subject matter of the poem. (3 marks)
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
iii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
d) State two reasons why poetry is important in society. (2 marks)
i. ____________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ____________________________________________________________________________________
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. Oral Literature (10 marks)


 


a) Define oral literature. (2 marks)


 


__________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________


 


b) Identify four genres of oral literature. (4 marks)
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c) Explain two functions of oral literature in society. (4 marks)
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. Oral Narrative (10 marks)


 


Read the short story:


 


Wisdom in the Time of Drought


 


The sun had been merciless for weeks, burning the earth until it cracked like broken pottery. Kamau, a hardworking 


farmer, st


ood at the edge of his field, worry etched across his face. His maize stalks, once green and promising, now 


drooped helplessly under the harsh heat. The rains had delayed far beyond the usual season, and whispers of famine had 
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