                                         ENGLISH FORM THREE 
                                         END OF TERM 1 EXAM 2026
                                         TIME: 2 HOURS 30 MINUTES

NAME: __________________________________ ADMISSION NO: ________________
DATE: ________________________ CLASS: ________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1. Write your name, admission number, and class in the spaces provided above.
2. Answer all the questions in this paper.
3. All answers must be written in the spaces provided in this question paper.



QUESTION 1: COMPREHENSION (20 MARKS)
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
For centuries, humanity has looked to the stars and wondered if we are alone in the universe. This age-old question has shifted from the realm of philosophy to the cutting edge of science. The search for extraterrestrial intelligence, or SETI, is a scientific effort dedicated to detecting signs of intelligent life beyond Earth. While no confirmed signals have been found yet, the pursuit itself has revolutionized our understanding of life and our place in the cosmos.

The primary method of SETI involves using massive radio telescopes to listen for narrow-bandwidth radio signals from space. The reasoning behind this is simple: if an advanced civilization wants to communicate across the vast distances of space, they might use radio waves, much like we do. These signals are not the chaotic bursts of energy from natural phenomena like pulsars or quasars; they are focused, artificial whispers in the cosmic noise. Scientists analyze the data, looking for patterns that cannot be explained by natural processes. The discovery of such a pattern would be one of the most profound moments in human history, confirming that the genesis of life and intelligence is not unique to our small, blue planet.

However, the search is not without its challenges and critics. The universe is unimaginably vast. To scan every star system individually would take millions of years with our current technology. Therefore, scientists must make educated guesses about where to point their telescopes, focusing on stars similar to our Sun that are known to have planets in the habitable zone the region where conditions might be right for liquid water, and thus life as we know it, to exist. Critics argue that this approach is too anthropocentric, meaning it assumes alien life would develop along similar lines to life on Earth. What if intelligent life is based on silicon instead of carbon, or communicates using methods we cannot even conceive of? We might be searching for a fish in a tree, using completely the wrong criteria.

Furthermore, there is the philosophical and ethical dimension of contact. The renowned physicist Stephen Hawking once warned that making contact with an advanced civilization might be akin to Native Americans encountering Columbus it did not turn out well for them. This "contact paradox" suggests that any civilization advanced enough to travel across space might also be advanced enough to exploit or destroy us for resources. Others counter this argument, suggesting that any species that has survived long enough to achieve interstellar travel must have also learned to live in peace and cooperation. The debate is purely theoretical for now, but it highlights the immense responsibility that comes with the search. As we listen to the silence of the cosmos, we are not just looking for them; we are also defining who we are and what we hope to become.
Questions

(a) What is the main goal of the SETI project? (2 marks)


(b) According to the passage, why do scientists use radio telescopes in the search for alien life? (3 marks)





(c) In your own words, explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage: (3 marks)
(i) Anthropocentric _______________________________________________________________
(ii) Paradox ____________________________________________________________________
(iii) Profound ___________________________________________________________________

(d) Identify the main challenge facing the SETI project as explained in paragraph 3. (2 marks)




(e) What is the "contact paradox" mentioned in the passage? (3 marks)



(f) Rewrite the following sentence in reported speech. (2 marks)
"We might be searching for a fish in a tree," the scientist said.



(g) Explain the meaning of the   phrase "a fish in a tree," as used in the passage. (2 marks)



(h) Give a suitable title for this passage. (1 mark)



(i) What is the attitude of the author towards the SETI project? (2 marks)



QUESTION 2: CLOZE TEST (10 MARKS)

Fill in each blank space with the most appropriate word.

Gambling is an activity that has eaten deep into the fabric of our society. It is an                    (1) that many young people have picked up, hoping to make quick and easy money. Unfortunately                   (2)                 a few become rich, while the majority lose everything they have. This habit often       (3)                to severe financial problems. Addicted individuals may start by using their own money, but when it runs out, they may resort to stealing or selling family property. The(4 )           of gambling are not just financial; they are also social and psychological. Families are torn apart, and individuals suffer from stress and depression. It is, therefore, important for the government to strictly regulate these activities and for parents to (5)                    their children on the dangers involved.


QUESTION 3: LITERARY ANALYSIS (POETRY) (15 MARKS)

Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow.
The Road Not Taken
by Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

Questions

(a) Describe the rhyme scheme of the first stanza. (2 marks)



(b) Identify and explain the extended metaphor in this poem. (4 marks)





(c) What is the mood of the speaker in the first stanza? (2 marks)


(d) Explain the meaning of the line: "Yet knowing how way leads on to way." (2 marks)




(e) If you were to recite this poem, identify two sounds that you would emphasize to bring out the feeling of the woods. (2 marks)



(f) The speaker says he took the road "less traveled by." Is this statement entirely true based on the third stanza? Explain. (3 marks)





QUESTION 4: GRAMMAR (20 MARKS)
(a) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given. (6 marks)

(i) The man is my neighbour. He is talking to the principal. (Join into one sentence using a relative pronoun)



(ii) "I will finish this project tomorrow," Mary said. (Rewrite in indirect speech)


(iii) The cake was so sweet that everyone wanted another slice. (Rewrite using "too")



(b) Fill in the blank spaces with the correct form of the word in brackets. (4 marks)

(i) The _________________ of the new library will take place next week. (inaugurate)
(ii) She is a very _________________ girl who speaks her mind without fear. (assert)
(iii) The class discussed the _________________ of cheating in examinations. (prevent)
(iv) His _________________ to attend the meeting surprised everyone. (refuse)

(c) Explain the difference in meaning between the following two sentences. (4 marks)

(i) The Principal, together with the teachers, is attending the conference.


(ii) The Principal and the teachers are attending the conference.


(d) Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences. (6 marks)

(i) My mother, together with my two sisters, are coming to visit me.
Error: ___________________________________
Correction: _______________________________

(ii) Neither of the candidates were able to answer the question correctly.
Error: ___________________________________
Correction: _______________________________

(iii) The team of researchers have presented their findings.
Error: ___________________________________
Correction: _______________________________



QUESTION 5: ORAL SKILLS  (15 MARKS)
(a) Read the following oral narrative and answer the questions that follow. (7 marks)
Long ago, the people of Kano lived in constant fear of a fierce monster that lived in the great cave on the hill. This monster, called Libi, would often descend from the hill and steal their cattle. The bravest warriors tried to fight it, but they all failed. One day, a young, quiet man named Juma declared he would kill the monster. The villagers laughed at him, for he was not a warrior. That night, Juma did not take a spear or a sword. Instead, he took a gourd full of honey and a large bundle of dry grass. He went to the mouth of the cave and waited. When Libi came out, its nostrils flared at the sweet smell of honey. As the monster bent to lick the honey, Juma threw the dry grass over its head and set it alight. Blinded and in pain, the monster stumbled and fell from the cliff. Juma returned to the village a hero, proving that bravery is not only in the muscle, but also in the mind.

(i) Identify and illustrate one characteristic of oral narratives from this story. (2 marks)



(ii) If you were the storyteller, how would you make the part where "Libi came out... nostrils flared at the sweet smell of honey" more interesting for your audience? (3 marks)




(iii) Give the moral lesson of the story. (2 marks)



(b) You are required to recite a poem in class about the dangers of drug abuse. Describe three non-verbal cues you would use to make your recitation effective. (3 marks)





(c) For each of the following words, provide another word that is pronounced the same way. (3 marks)
(i) Write - __________________
(ii) Bear - __________________
(iii) Heal - __________________

(d) Identify the word with a different stress pattern from the   three   above. (2 marks)
(i) PREsent (noun) / preSENT (verb)
(ii) REbel (noun) / reBEL (verb)
(iii) CONduct (noun) / conDUCT (verb)
(iv) OBject (noun) / obJECT (verb)


