                                             ENGLISH FORM THREE
                                             END   TERM 1 EXAM 2026
                                             MARKING SCHEME



QUESTION 1: COMPREHENSION (20 MARKS)

(a) What is the main goal of the SETI project? (2 marks)

· To search for/detect signs of intelligent life beyond Earth. (2 marks)
· Accept: To find extraterrestrial intelligence/aliens.

(b) According to the passage, why do scientists use radio telescopes in the search for alien life? (3 marks)

· Because if an advanced civilization wants to communicate across vast distances of space, they might use radio waves, much like we do. (1 mark)
· Scientists listen for narrow-bandwidth radio signals (1 mark) that are artificial/focused and not chaotic bursts from natural phenomena. (1 mark)

(c) In your own words, explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage: (3 marks)

· (i) Anthropocentric: Regarding human beings as the most important/central factor in the universe; assuming alien life would be like human life. (1 mark)
· (ii) Paradox: A situation/statement that seems contradictory but may be true. (1 mark)
· (iii) Profound: Very deep/intense; having great significance. (1 mark)

(d) Identify the main challenge facing the SETI project as explained in paragraph 3. (2 marks)

· The universe is unimaginably vast (1 mark) and scanning every star system would take millions of years with current technology. (1 mark)
· Accept: Scientists must make educated guesses about where to point telescopes (focusing only on Sun-like stars with habitable planets), which may be too limited/anthropocentric.

(e) What is the "contact paradox" mentioned in the passage? (3 marks)

· The paradox is that while we search for alien life, making contact with an advanced civilization could be dangerous (1 mark) because any civilization advanced enough for interstellar travel might also be advanced enough to exploit or destroy us for resources. (2 marks)
· Accept reference to Stephen Hawking's warning about Native Americans and Columbus.

(f) Rewrite the following sentence in reported speech. (2 marks)
"We might be searching for a fish in a tree," the scientist said.

· The scientist said that they might be searching for a fish in a tree. (2 marks)
· Award 1 mark if tense is correct but conjunction "that" is missing.

(g) Explain the meaning of the  "a fish in a tree," as used in the passage. (2 marks)

· It means searching for something in a place where it cannot possibly be found (1 mark) because we are using completely wrong criteria/assumptions. (1 mark)

(h) Give a suitable title for this passage. (1 mark)

· Accept any relevant title such as: "The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence" / "Are We Alone?" / "Listening to the Cosmos" / "SETI: The Hunt for Alien Life" (1 mark)

(i) What is the attitude of the author towards the SETI project? (2 marks)

· The author is fascinated/intrigued by the project (1 mark) and presents it as scientifically valuable despite challenges and risks. (1 mark)
· Accept: Objective/balanced – presenting both possibilities and challenges fairly.



QUESTION 2: CLOZE TEST (10 MARKS)
Each correct answer earns 2 marks.
1. addiction / habit / activity / practice
2. only / just / but
3. leads / results / contributes
4. effects / consequences / impacts / dangers
5. educate / teach / advise / warn / counsel


QUESTION 3: LITERARY ANALYSIS (POETRY) (15 MARKS)

(a) Describe the rhyme scheme of the first stanza. (2 marks)

· The rhyme scheme is ABAAB (1 mark)
  · Line 1 (wood) - A
  · Line 2 (both) - B
  · Line 3 (stood) - A
  · Line 4 (could) - A
  · Line 5 (undergrowth) - B (1 mark)

(b) Identify and explain the extended metaphor in this poem. (4 marks)

· Identification: The two roads diverging in a wood represent choices/decisions in life. (2 marks)
· Explanation: The speaker's journey through the wood represents the journey of life. The choice between the two roads represents the important decisions we make that determine our future. The speaker's reflection on this choice shows how decisions shape our lives. (2 marks)
· Award marks for clear identification and coherent explanation.

(c) What is the mood of the speaker in the first stanza? (2 marks)

· The mood is regretful/sorrowful/contemplative (1 mark) as shown by "sorry I could not travel both" and "long I stood" hesitating. (1 mark)

(d) Explain the meaning of the line: "Yet knowing how way leads on to way." (2 marks)

· The speaker realizes that one decision leads to another (1 mark); choosing one path means missing opportunities on the other path permanently because life moves forward and we cannot go back. (1 mark)

(e) If you were to recite this poem, identify two sounds that you would emphasize to bring out the feeling of the woods. (2 marks)

· The /s/ sound (sibilance) in words like "stood," "sorry," "seen" to create a soft, whispering effect like wind in leaves. (1 mark)
· The /w/ sound in "wood," "wanted wear," "way" to create a gentle, wandering feeling. (1 mark)
· Accept any two relevant sound devices with reasonable explanation.

(f) The speaker says he took the road "less traveled by." Is this statement entirely true based on the third stanza? Explain. (3 marks)

· No, it is not entirely true. (1 mark)
· In the third stanza, the speaker admits that both roads "that morning equally lay / In leaves no step had trodden black" and that "the passing there / Had worn them really about the same." (1 mark)
· This shows the roads were equally untraveled, but the speaker later claims (perhaps in hindsight) to have taken the less traveled road to give his choice more significance. (1 mark)

QUESTION 4: GRAMMAR (20 MARKS)

(a) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given. (6 marks)
(i) The man is my neighbour. He is talking to the principal. (Join into one sentence using a relative pronoun)

· The man who is talking to the principal is my neighbour. (2 marks)
· Accept: The man that is talking to the principal is my neighbour.

(ii) "I will finish this project tomorrow," Mary said. (Rewrite in indirect speech)

· Mary said that she would finish that project the next day/the following day. (2 marks)
· Award 1 mark for correct pronoun (she) and verb (would), 1 mark for correct time change (tomorrow → the next day).

(iii) The cake was so sweet that everyone wanted another slice. (Rewrite using "too")

· The cake was too sweet for everyone not to want another slice. (2 marks)
· Accept: The cake was too sweet; everyone wanted another slice.

(b) Fill in the blank spaces with the correct form of the word in brackets. (4 marks)

(i) inauguration (1 mark)
(ii) assertive (1 mark)
(iii) prevention (1 mark)
(iv) refusal (1 mark)

(c) Explain the difference in meaning between the following two sentences. (4 marks)

(i) The Principal, together with the teachers, is attending the conference.

· The focus is on the Principal as the main subject attending. (1 mark) The phrase "together with the teachers" is parenthetical/adds extra information. The verb agrees with the singular subject "Principal." (1 mark)

(ii) The Principal and the teachers are attending the conference.

· This is a compound subject (Principal AND teachers). (1 mark) Both are equally emphasized as attending. The plural verb "are" reflects the compound subject. (1 mark)

(d) Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences. (6 marks)

(i) My mother, together with my two sisters, are coming to visit me.

· Error: Subject-verb agreement – "are" does not agree with singular subject "mother." (1 mark)
· Correction: My mother, together with my two sisters, is coming to visit me. (1 mark)

(ii) Neither of the candidates were able to answer the question correctly.

· Error: Subject-verb agreement – "were" does not agree with singular indefinite pronoun "neither." (1 mark)
· Correction: Neither of the candidates was able to answer the question correctly. (1 mark)

(iii) The team of researchers have presented their findings.

· Error: Subject-verb agreement – collective noun "team" takes singular verb if considered as a unit. (1 mark)
· Correction: The team of researchers has presented its findings. (1 mark)
· Accept: The team of researchers have presented their findings. (If the team members are considered individually, this could be acceptable in some contexts. Award marks if explanation supports this view.)


QUESTION 5: ORAL SKILLS (PAPER 1) (15 MARKS)
(a) Read the following oral narrative and answer the questions that follow. (7 marks)
(i) Identify and illustrate one characteristic of oral narratives from this story. (2 marks)

· Fantasy/Supernatural elements: The story features a fierce monster called Libi, which is not a real creature. (1 mark illustration, 1 mark identification)
· Triumph of the underdog: A young, quiet, non-warrior defeats the monster where brave warriors failed. (1 mark illustration, 1 mark identification)
· Presence of a secret/moral lesson: The secret is that bravery is in the mind, not just muscle. (1 mark illustration, 1 mark identification)
· Accept any one characteristic with correct illustration.

(ii) If you were the storyteller, how would you make the part where "Libi came out... nostrils flared at the sweet smell of honey" more interesting for your audience? (3 marks)

· Use dramatic pauses before revealing the monster's appearance to build suspense. (1 mark)
· Change voice to a deep, growling tone when imitating the monster. (1 mark)
· Use facial expressions – flare nostrils, widen eyes to show the monster's reaction to the honey. (1 mark)
· Use gestures – crouch low, then rise slowly to show the monster emerging from the cave. (1 mark)
· Award any three relevant performance techniques, 1 mark each.

(iii) Give the moral lesson  of the story. (2 marks)

· Bravery is not only in physical strength/muscle, but also in the mind/intelligence/wisdom. (2 marks)

(b) You are required to recite a poem in class about the dangers of drug abuse. Describe three non-verbal cues you would use to make your recitation effective. (3 marks)

· Facial expressions: Show sadness/disgust when describing the effects of drugs to evoke empathy. (1 mark)
· Gestures: Use hands to demonstrate rejection/refusal when talking about saying no to drugs. (1 mark)
· Posture: Stand upright and firm when advocating for healthy choices; slump slightly when describing victims of drug abuse. (1 mark)
· Eye contact: Look directly at the audience to engage them and emphasize seriousness. (1 mark)
· Award any three relevant non-verbal cues with clear explanation, 1 mark each.

(c) For each of the following words, provide another word that is pronounced the same way (homophone). (3 marks)

(i) Write - right / rite / wright (1 mark)
(ii) Bear - bare (1 mark)
(iii) Heal - heel / he'll (1 mark)

(d) Identify the word with a different stress pattern from the other three. (2 marks)

The word with a different stress pattern is: object (1 mark) - The other three words (present, rebel, conduct) have stress on the first syllable as nouns. "Object" has stress on the second syllable as a verb, but the question does not specify noun/verb. However, all four can be nouns or verbs. The question likely expects recognition that all shift stress similarly except one when used differently. Accept any correct identification with explanation. (1 mark)



