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QUESTION 1 
(a) Reasons why the Bible is referred to as a "library of books." (8 marks) 
 
· It is a collection of many books (66 in total) bound in one volume. 
· The books were written by different authors (e.g., kings, prophets, fishermen, a doctor) over many centuries. 
· The books were written in different historical periods and geographical locations. 
· The books address different themes and issues (e.g., law, history, poetry, prophecy, letters). 
· The books were written for different audiences (e.g., the Israelites, early Christian communities, individuals). 
· The books belong to different literary genres (e.g., historical narratives, poetry, wisdom literature, prophecy, epistles). 
· The books were originally written in different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek). 
· The books are systematically arranged into two main testaments (Old and New) and further into sections like the Law, History, Prophets, Gospels, and Letters. 
 
(b) Outline the significance of the translation of the Bible into local languages in Kenya. (7 marks) 
 
· It made the Bible accessible to a majority of Kenyans who cannot read foreign languages like English or Greek. 
· It enhanced the understanding of God's word as people could read it in their mother tongue. 
· It contributed to the development and preservation of local languages by reducing them to writing. 
· It facilitated the spread of Christianity during the missionary period. 
· It led to the establishment of schools and literacy programs, as people learned to read the translated Bibles. 
· It enabled Africans to interpret the Bible from their own cultural perspective, leading to deeper contextualization. 
· It allowed for the use of the Bible in worship services conducted in local languages. 
 
(c) State five ways in which Christians use the Bible in their daily lives. (5 marks) 
 
· For personal prayer and meditation. 
· For guidance and direction when making important life decisions. 
· For teaching and instructing their children in the ways of God. 
· For comfort and hope during times of trouble, sorrow, or suffering. 
· For preaching and evangelizing to share their faith with others. 
· For settling disputes or providing a moral compass in ethical dilemmas. 
 
QUESTION 2 
(a) Describe the call of Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-9) (8 marks) 
 
· God instructed Abraham (then Abram) to leave his country, his father's household (Haran), and his relatives. 
· God promised to show him a new land that would become his own (the Promised Land). 
· God promised to make him a great nation, meaning he would have many descendants. 
· God promised to bless him and make his name great, so that he would be a blessing to others. 
· God declared that those who bless Abraham would be blessed, and those who curse him would be cursed. 
· At the age of 75, Abraham obeyed God's call and departed from Haran, taking his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot. 
· He traveled to the land of Canaan, passing through places like Shechem and Bethel. 
· Upon arriving, God appeared to him and reaffirmed the promise of giving the land to his descendants, prompting Abraham to build an altar to the Lord. 
 
(b) Explain how the covenant between God and Abraham was established. (6 marks) 
 
· God initiated the covenant by appearing to Abraham and making promises of land, descendants, and blessing. 
· God formalized the covenant through a solemn ritual where animals (a heifer, a goat, a ram, a dove, and a pigeon) were cut in two. 
· Abraham fell into a deep sleep, and God, in the form of a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch, passed between the animal pieces. This symbolized God's unconditional commitment to the covenant. 
· The covenant included the sign of circumcision for Abraham and all male members of his household as a permanent mark of the agreement. 
· God changed Abram's name to Abraham (meaning "father of many") and Sarai's name to Sarah as a sign of the new relationship. 
· The covenant was sealed by God's promise to give Abraham a son, Isaac, through whom the covenant would be established. 
 
(c) Identify six ways in which Christians today demonstrate their faith in God like Abraham. (6 marks) 
 
· By obeying God's call to serve in ministry, even when it requires personal sacrifice. 
· By trusting in God's promises for provision, protection, and salvation, even when circumstances seem impossible. 
· By stepping out of their comfort zones to follow God's leading into new ventures or missions. 
· By worshipping God through building altars of prayer and praise in their homes and churches. 
· By being a blessing to others through acts of kindness, hospitality, and charity, just as Abraham was. 
· By being willing to offer their most precious possessions (time, talents, resources) to God. 
 
QUESTION 3 
(a) State seven reasons why the Israelites demanded a king from Samuel. (7 marks) 
 
· Samuel was old and could not continue leading them effectively. 
· Samuel's sons, Joel and Abijah, whom he had appointed as judges, were corrupt and perverted justice. 
· The Israelites wanted a human king to lead them and fight their battles, like other nations. 
· They desired a central political government with visible authority. 
· They wanted a king who would unify the twelve tribes and give them national identity and prestige. 
· They rejected God's direct kingship over them, wanting a physical ruler they could see. 
· They faced military threats from surrounding nations like the Ammonites and Philistines, and wanted a commander-in-chief. 
 
(b) Highlight seven failures of King David as a leader. (7 marks) 
 
· He committed adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite. 
· He orchestrated the death of Uriah by placing him at the front line of battle to cover his sin. 
· He displayed a lack of faith when he conducted a census of Israel's fighting men, trusting in numbers rather than God. 
· He failed to discipline his children, as seen in the case of Amnon's rape of Tamar and Absalom's murder of Amnon. 
· He was passive and indecisive during Absalom's rebellion, fleeing Jerusalem instead of confronting the crisis. 
· On his deathbed, he gave Solomon a vengeful command to deal with his enemies, showing a lack of forgiveness. 
· He took multiple wives and concubines, which was against God's instruction for a king (Deuteronomy 17:17). 
 
(c) Give six qualities of a good leader that Christians can learn from King David. (6 marks) 
 
· Courage, as seen when he fought Goliath as a young man. 
· Humility and a repentant heart, demonstrated when he confessed his sin after being confronted by Prophet Nathan. 
· Deep faith and trust in God, as expressed in the Psalms he wrote. 
· Compassion and kindness, such as when he showed mercy to Mephibosheth for Jonathan's sake. 
· Being a unifier, as he was able to bring the tribes of Israel together under one kingdom. 
· Talent and creativity, as he was a skilled musician and poet who used his gifts to worship God. 
 
QUESTION 4 
(a) Describe the vision of the valley of dry bones in the book of Ezekiel. (8 marks) 
 
· The hand of the Lord brought Ezekiel out by the Spirit and set him in the middle of a valley filled with dry bones. 
· The Lord asked Ezekiel, "Son of man, can these bones live?" 
· Ezekiel was commanded to prophesy to the bones, telling them to hear the word of the Lord and come together. 
· As he prophesied, there was a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 
· Tendons and flesh appeared on them, and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
· Ezekiel was then commanded to prophesy to the breath, calling it from the four winds to breathe into the slain. 
· As he prophesied, breath entered the bodies, and they came to life, standing up on their feet—a vast army. 
· The vision took place in a valley, symbolizing a place of death and hopelessness. 
 
(b) What was the symbolic meaning of this vision to the Israelites in exile? (6 marks) 
 
· The dry bones symbolized the nation of Israel in exile, who felt spiritually dead, hopeless, and cut off from God. 
· The vision was a message of hope, assuring them that God knew their desperate situation. 
· It symbolized the restoration and revival of the nation of Israel as a unified people. 
· The bringing together of the bones signified the reunification of the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 
· The breath entering the bodies symbolized God's Spirit (Ruach) giving new life and spiritual renewal. 
· It was a promise that God would bring them back to their own land of Israel, reversing their exile. 
 
(c) In what ways is this message relevant to the Church in Kenya today? (6 marks) 
 
· It offers hope to individuals and communities that feel spiritually "dry" or hopeless, reminding them that God can restore them. 
· It challenges the Church to be an agent of revival, praying for the Holy Spirit to breathe new life into believers. 
· It encourages the Church to work towards unity and reconciliation among different denominations and ethnic communities. 
· It reminds Christians that God has the power to bring life out of seemingly dead and impossible situations (e.g., sickness, poverty, conflict). 
· It calls the Church to be a voice of prophecy, speaking God's word of hope and restoration into a broken society. 
· It assures Christians that despite periods of suffering or moral decay, God has a plan for national restoration and healing. 
 
QUESTION 5 
(a) Outline six teachings of Prophet Amos on the concept of the "Day of the Lord." (6 marks) 
 
· The Israelites mistakenly believed the Day of the Lord would be a day of light and victory for them. 
· Amos taught that the Day of the Lord would be a day of darkness and judgment, not light. 
· It would be a day of God's wrath against Israel for their sins and injustices. 
· It would be inescapable, like a man who flees from a lion only to meet a bear. 
· It would be a day of terror and punishment for the complacent and self-indulgent in Israel. 
· It is described as a day of clouds and thick darkness, symbolizing gloom and despair. 
 
(b) Explain four social injustices that Prophet Amos condemned in Israel. (8 marks) 
 
· Inhumanity and exploitation: He condemned the sale of the righteous for silver and the needy for a pair of shoes, indicating the rich were selling the poor into debt slavery for trivial amounts. 
· Corruption in courts: Amos condemned those who turned justice into wormwood and righteousness into poison, and those who accepted bribes to deny the poor justice in the gates (courts of law). 
· Oppression of the poor: He criticized the rich who trampled the head of the poor into the dust and who oppressed the helpless. 
· Extravagant luxury and self-indulgence: Amos condemned the wealthy women (cows of Bashan) who oppressed the poor and crushed the needy while demanding drinks from their husbands, and those who lounged on ivory beds and ate lavish feasts while ignoring the suffering of others. 
· Unjust business practices: He denounced those who used dishonest scales and measures, eager to make the ephah (measure for selling) small and the shekel (weight for payment) large, to cheat the poor. 
 
(c) State six lessons that Kenyan leaders can learn from the teachings of Prophet Amos. (6 marks) 
 
· Leaders should champion social justice and protect the rights of the poor and vulnerable. 
· They should lead with integrity, honesty, and reject corruption and bribery in all its forms. 
· They should not be complacent or assume that God's favor is automatic; it comes with responsibility and accountability. 
· They should serve the people selflessly, not exploit them for personal gain or luxurious living. 
· They should ensure fair and impartial judicial systems that uphold truth and righteousness. 
· They should be reminded that outward religious observance (going to church) is meaningless without inward righteousness and ethical conduct. 
 
QUESTION 6 
(a) Identify six occasions when childless couples in the Old Testament received children through divine intervention. (6 marks) 
 
· Abraham and Sarah were given Isaac in their old age. 
· Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his barren wife Rebekah, and she conceived twins, Jacob and Esau. 
· Jacob's wife Rachel, who was barren, eventually gave birth to Joseph after God remembered her. 
· Manoah and his wife, who were childless, were visited by an angel who promised them a son, Samson. 
· Hannah, who was deeply distressed by her barrenness, prayed at the tabernacle, and God gave her a son, Samuel. 
· The Shunammite woman, who showed hospitality to the prophet Elisha, was promised and given a son despite her husband's old age. 
· (Accept: Elizabeth and Zechariah were given John the Baptist, though this is at the very end of the OT period). 
 
(b) Explain the importance of children in Traditional African Communities. (7 marks) 
 
· Children were a sign of God's/blessing and favor from the ancestors. 
· They ensured the continuity of the family lineage and the community's existence. 
· They provided labor for the family, helping with herding, farming, and household chores. 
· They were a source of security and social status for parents; a large family was highly respected. 
· They acted as a form of social security, taking care of their parents in old age. 
· They were crucial for the performance of family rituals and the veneration of ancestors, ensuring the dead were not forgotten. 
· They cemented the marriage bond between husband and wife and between two families. 
· They were a source of wealth and pride for the community. 
 
(c) Give seven challenges facing the youth in Kenya today regarding moral upbringing. (7 marks) 
 
· Negative influence from mass media and social media promoting immoral behavior (sexual immorality, violence, materialism). 
· Erosion of traditional family structures and values due to modernization and urbanization. 
· Peer pressure to engage in drug and substance abuse, pre-marital sex, and other vices. 
· Lack of positive role models in society, including among political and religious leaders. 
 
· Breakdown of the extended family support system, which traditionally helped in raising children. 
· Conflicting teachings between home, school, and the media, leading to confusion. 
· Economic pressures and poverty that force youth into immoral activities for survival. 
· Exposure to inappropriate content on the internet through phones and computers. 
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