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STAREHE GIRLS’ CENTRE MOCK EXAMINATION 2025

101/2
ENGLISH
Paper 2
(Comprehension, Literary Appreciation and Grammar)  
Time: 2 ½ Hours




Instructions to students
· Write your name, index number, admission number and class in the spaces provided.
· Sign and write the date of the examination in the spaces provided.
· Answer all questions in the spaces provided
· All your answers must be written in the spaces provided in this question paper.
· This paper consists of 11 printed pages.
· Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed as indicated and that no questions are missing
·  Candidates must answer all questions in English
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1. Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow:

Social media, the double-edged sword of our time, has become a dominant force in shaping modern society. While it connects individuals across the globe with the click of a button, its darker side casts a long shadow. Like a hungry beast, it devours time, sows discord, and leaves its users grappling with both mental and emotional tolls.

One of the most glaring negative effects of social media is its impact on mental health. Studies reveal that over 30% of teenagers who spend more than three hours a day on social media experience symptoms of depression or anxiety. The relentless pursuit of likes and followers often reduces self-worth to a numbers game. Social media has been personified as a puppeteer, manipulating its users into craving validation through the approval of strangers. Comparisons to others’ curated highlight reels breed jealousy and dissatisfaction, leaving many drowning in the deep waters of insecurity.

Another harmful aspect is the erosion of real-life relationships. Ironically, while social media promises to bring people closer, it often creates a chasm between them. Face-to-face conversations are eclipsed by the glow of screens as individuals scroll endlessly, preferring virtual interaction over genuine connections. Families sit together but are miles apart, held hostage by their devices. The idiom "a house divided against itself cannot stand" rings true as social media gradually eats away at family unity.

Additionally, the spread of misinformation is a critical issue. A study by MIT found that false news spreads 70% faster than the truth on platforms like Twitter. Social media amplifies rumors, turning them into wildfires that burn through societies. It becomes a breeding ground for fake news, propaganda, and cyberbullying, leaving its users caught in the crossfire of confusion and harm.

Furthermore, social media is a notorious thief of time. Hours vanish as users tumble into the rabbit hole of endless scrolling. Procrastination thrives, and productivity withers under the weight of this digital distraction. Its algorithms are cunning, as if whispering, “Stay just a little longer,” only to ensnare users further.

While social media offers unparalleled connectivity, it comes at a price too steep to ignore. As the saying goes, "Not all that glitters is gold." To navigate this digital era wisely, one must tread carefully, balancing its benefits with its profound risks.

Questions 

a) According to the passage, why has social media been referred to as the double-edged sword? 			        .                                                                                                                                        (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



b) Why do you think the idiom “a house divided against itself cannot stand” has been used in the passage?   			                                                                                                                            (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Explain how social media negatively affect human relationships according to the passage?       			   . .                                                                                                                                            (3 marks)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) According to the passage, what is the effect of false news spread by social media?    		 (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e) In not more than 30 words, summarize how social media is depicted as a hungry beast. 		(4 marks)
Rough Copy 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fair Copy
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


f) Why do you think a percentage has been mentioned in the 4th paragraph?                   		 (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
g) Comment on the tone of the last paragraph of the passage.                                             		(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
h) Explain the meaning of the following words and phrase as used in the passage.           		(3 marks)
i) devours time ___________________________________________________________________________
ii) chasm         ____________________________________________________________________________
iii) ensnare      ____________________________________________________________________________

2. Read the following excerpt and then answer the questions that follow:
Nicole: I don’t 
Mossi: I mean the people who voted these evil men into public office. The Samaritan should focus on the people if it intends to solve any problem.
Nicole: It does focus on the people, Sir, doesn’t it?
Mossi: Then, why are they whining? If you elect a howler monkey to be the librarian, why should you complain when it starts howling when you most want to read in silence? Do you seriously think a computer programme or whatever it is, will stop a monkey from eating bananas?
Nicole: I don’t think people are whining now. They are demanding things to be done right and justice be served. They never voted anyone to go and steal.
Mossi: But you now understand my situation, don’t you?
Nicole: I understand perfectly. 
Mossi: So how are you going to help me survive the onslaught in The Samaritan?
Nicole: Your worship, it is very clear from our talk that members of the Municipal Executive Council have failed you.
Mossi: Of course! They have failed me big time!
Nicole: And don’t you think The Samaritan is a blessing for you? I mean as a platform through which the people can demand the corrupt leaders’ removal from office and prosecution?
Mossi: (Turning suddenly to face Nicole, like one suddenly jolted back to reality) Should I take that to mean this thing is a political weapon? (Pointing at Nicole, with a tremor in his voice) Are you by any chance being used to destroy my political career?
Nicole: I do not play politics, Sir.
Mossi: (Pacing about in anger) And what did you just say? It is now very clear to me that you are playing politics! In fact, I now realize the real culprit behind all the problems in our society is the teaching profession! 
Nicole: Teaching profession? How? 
Mossi: (Pointing at Nicole) You cannot teach the right things. All the people creating the mess in our society are products of the school system. They all pass through the teachers’ hands!
Nicole: Your Worship, we are trying our best to mould the character of our learners here at Sagrada Secondary School. We teach them to uphold the moral and civic virtues without which our society can never prosper, be fair, just, and peaceful. We teach them the virtues of honesty, truthfulness, generosity, integrity and transparency. (She pauses, then resumes) It is the lack of virtue that is ruining our society.
Mossi: How can you tell children that in future the police can be replaced with a software or was it an intelligent robot? Is that teaching virtue? What attitude do you want them to have towards police officers? Do you think they can ever obey the police?
Nicole: We are seeking to develop virtuous creative thinkers and innovators. And we may not only replace police officers with intelligent robots but also develop software that will eventually replace the politician.
Mossi: (Menacingly) I know why you insist on an innovation that cannot solve any problem. It is all political! And you want us to believe that those young kids are capable of developing something like The Samaritan App?

Questions 

a) Explain where the events above take place.                                                                   		  (1 mark)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) The Mayor admits that the members of the Municipal Executive Council have failed him. From your knowledge of the text, mention any two members and account for how they have failed him.   			          .                                                                                                                                     (4 marks)
______________________________________________________________________________________________








c) Give and illustrate any two aspects of style used in this excerpt.                                 		(4 marks)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________


d) Describe the character of Mayor Mossi as portrayed in the excerpt.                            		(6 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e) Highlight any two thematic concerns raised in the excerpt.                                          		(4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

f) Describe Mayor Mossi’s attitude towards the school system.                                           		(3 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

g) “The Samaritan should focus on the people if it intends to solve any problem.” (Rewrite the sentence beginning: Unless …)                                                                                           			(1 mark)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

h) Explain what happens after the excerpt.                                                                         		(3 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Read the narrative below and then answer the questions that follow:
A long time ago, when animals still roamed freely, Tortoise and Spider were well known for their mischief. Tortoise, slow but sly, often clashed with Spider, who was quick and cunning. Their rivalry brewed many tales, but none was more peculiar than the story of Spider’s marriage to the King of Heaven’s daughter.

One day, Spider heard that the King of Heaven wanted to marry off his beautiful daughter. However, he would only give her hand to someone who could fetch a pot of water from the Great River of No Return. All the creatures feared the river, for its current was wild, and no one who entered ever came back. Spider thought to himself, “This is my chance to prove I am the cleverest of all. If I marry the King’s daughter, I’ll live in luxury forever!”

Tortoise, overhearing Spider’s plan, chuckled to himself. “You think you're the smartest, but I’ll outwit you yet!” And so, both set off for the river, each plotting their own schemes.

Spider, ever dramatic, spun a web across the river, singing as he worked:
  
Oh river so mighty, so fierce, so wide,  
Grant me the water, I’ll take it in stride.  
The king awaits; a bride I must win,  
Let me return with the pot to begin."

But as soon as Spider scooped the water, the river roared, “You dare steal from me?” It lashed out, cutting his web and sweeping him down the stream. Spider clung to a rock, sputtering, “Tortoise will never let me live this down!”

Meanwhile, Tortoise, slow but steady, carried a gourd filled with sand to the river. He carefully poured out the sand at the edge, muttering, “The river takes, the river gives. Let’s see who’s smarter!” The river, pleased by the offering, allowed Tortoise to fill his pot with water. With a sly grin, Tortoise trudged back, singing softly:  

Slow and steady wins the game,  
The river flows, but I remain.  
Oh king so wise, your daughter’s mine,  
This clever trick will stand for time.

When Tortoise reached the King of Heaven, Spider had just returned, soaked and shivering. The king, amused by Spider’s drenched state, proclaimed, “The winner is clear! Tortoise shall marry my daughter.” Spider fumed, muttering, “This shell-backed schemer has outdone me!”

And so, Tortoise lived in the clouds with the King’s daughter, while Spider remained on earth, plotting his next move. Even today, when you see a spider’s web near the water, you might hear him grumble, “Tortoise may be slow, but his wit is sharp as a knife!”

And that is the end of my tale. Those who tell stories never die, and those who listen, live forever.




a) With a reason, classify the above genre of oral literature.                                                		 (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) Why was marrying the King of Heaven’s daughter considered a complicated affair?   		(3 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Give and illustrate any two character traits of the Spider?                                                		 (4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) Explain any two features that makes the above item an oral narrative.                         		    (6 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e) Highlight any two roles of the song sang by Tortoise.                                                 		    (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
f) Illustrate any aspect of the culture of the community from which this narrative is drawn.                                                              .                                                                                                                                          		   (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g) Rewrite the following sentence as instructed:                                                                 		   (1 mark)
The river takes, the river gives. (Begin: Not only …)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. a) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each. Do not change the meaning.  			                                                                                                                       (5 marks)
i) I will only go if she asks me to. (Rewrite using the word ‘unless’)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii) It is amazing that the couple takes care of so many orphans. (Begin: That …)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii) As soon as the sun rose, I woke up. (Begin: No sooner …)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv) Kamau and Jane decided to call the police. (Replace the underline word using an appropriate pronoun) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v) Because the man was lazy, he never married Anne. (Begin: But …)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Fill in the blanks using the correct form of the word in brackets.                                     	(4 marks)
i) Sunset can be an __________________________________ sight. (awesome)
ii) Ferdinand was treated _______________________________ than Jomo when he won the race. (hero)
iii) it is against our culture to treat elders ___________________________. (respect)
iv) She was _________________________ from college after failing three times. (continue)





c) Replace the underlined words using appropriate phrasal verbs.                                      		 (3 marks)
i) I was surprised by her inability to take care of his family.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii) We anticipate seeing our new principal.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii) The bomb exploded at 2 a.m. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) Briefly explain the difference in meaning between the following sentences.                    (2 marks)
i) Ten of those employees were fired by the manager.
ii) Those ten employees were fired by the manager.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e) Rewrite the sentence below correcting the mistake.                                                           (1 mark)
The fact that you cannot be able to do it does not mean it is impossible. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









image1.png




