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MARANDA HIGH SCHOOL
Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education
 THE MOCK EXAMINATIONS, 2025
     101/2              	           ENGLISH                              PAPER 2
   		                 May/June, 2025                  TIME: 2½ Hrs

Name: …………………………………….…….……	Admission No: …………
Stream: …………  . Signature: ………...........Friday, 30th May, 2025;10.45am – 12:45pm
Instructions
1. [image: C:\Users\user\AppData\Local\Packages\5319275A.WhatsAppDesktop_cv1g1gvanyjgm\TempState\8381872FA17F9DCB5FDB58802461C46E\WhatsApp Image 2025-05-17 at 13.25.10_3524b535.jpg]Write your name, admission number, date, stream and signature in the spaces provided above.
1. All answers must be written in the spaces provided in this question paper.
1. This paper consists of 14 printed pages with 4 sections. 
1. Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed as indicated and that no questions are missing
1. Candidates should answer the questions in English
______________________________________________________
FOR EXAMINERS’USE ONLY
	QUESTION
	MAXIMUM SCORE
	CANDIDATE’S SCORE

	           1
	             20
	

	           2
	             25
	

	           3        
	             20
	

	           4
	             15
	

	       Total
	             80
	


	
1. Read the passage below and use it to answer the questions that follow.         (20 marks)
Where success is concerned, people are not measured in inches, or pounds, or college degrees, or family background; they are measured by the size of their thinking. Big-picture thinking can benefit any person in any profession. When somebody like Jack Welch tells a GE employee that the ongoing relationship with the customer is more important than the sale of an individual product, he’s reminding them of the big picture. Real estate developer Donald Trump quipped, “You have to think anyway, so why not think big?” Big-picture thinking brings wholeness and maturity to a person’s thinking. It brings perspective. It’s like making the frame of a picture bigger, in the process expanding not only what you can see, but what you are able to do
Big-picture thinkers are never satisfied with what they already know. They are always visiting new places, reading new books, meeting new people, learning new skills. And because of that practice, they often are able to connect the unconnected. They are lifelong learners
When you meet with people, it’s good to have an agenda so that you can learn. It’s a great way to partner with people who can do things you can’t. Big-picture thinkers recognize that they don’t know lots of things. They frequently ask penetrating questions to enlarge their understanding and thinking. If you want to become a better big-picture thinker, then become a good listener
Big-picture thinking allows you to lead. You can find many big-picture thinkers who aren’t leaders, but you will find few leaders who are not big-picture thinkers. Leaders must be able to do many important things for their people. Whether building roads, planning a trip, or moving in leadership, big-picture thinking allows you to enjoy more success. People who are constantly looking at the whole picture have the best chance of succeeding in any endeavour.
Big-picture thinking keeps you on target. Thomas Fuller, chaplain to Charles II of England, observed, “He that is everywhere is nowhere.” To get things done, you need focus. However, to get the right things done, you also need to consider the big picture. Only by putting your daily activities in the context of the big picture will you be able to stay on target. As Alvin Toffler says, “You’ve got to think about ‘big things’ while you’re doing small things, so that all the small things go in the right direction.”
Big-picture thinking allows you to see what others see. One of the most important skills you can develop in human relations is the ability to see things from the other person’s point of view. It’s one of the keys to working with clients, satisfying customers, maintaining a marriage, rearing children, helping those who are less fortunate, etc. All human interactions are enhanced by the ability to put yourself in another person’s shoes. How? Look beyond yourself, your own interests, and your own world. When you work to consider an issue from every possible angle, examine it in the light of another’s history, discover the interests and concerns of others, and try to set aside your own agenda, you begin to see what others see. And that is a powerful thing.
Big-picture thinking promotes teamwork. If you participate in any kind of team activity, then you know how important it is that team members see the whole picture, not just their own part. Anytime a person doesn’t know how his work fits with that of his teammates, then the whole team is in trouble. The better the grasp team members have of the big picture, the greater their potential to work together as a team.
Big-picture thinking keeps you from being caught up in the mundane. Let’s face it: some aspects of everyday life are absolutely necessary but thoroughly uninteresting. Big-picture thinkers don’t let the grind get to them, because they don’t lose sight of the all-important overview. They know that the person who forgets the ultimate is a slave to the immediate. 
Big-picture thinking helps you to chart uncharted territory. Have you ever heard the expression, “We’ll cross that bridge when we come to it”? That phrase undoubtedly was coined by someone who had trouble seeing the big picture. The world was built by people who “crossed bridges” in their minds long before anyone else did. The only way to break new ground or move into uncharted territory is to look beyond the immediate and see the big picture.
		Adapted from How Successful People Think by John C. Maxwell.

a) According to the first paragraph, what is the importance of big-picture thinking? (2 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b) Explain the link between big-picture thinking and leadership.		              (2 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….
c) What is the writer’s stand on big-picture thinking? Explain your answer.	             (3 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
d) Only by putting your daily activities in the context of the big picture will you be able to stay on target. (Rewrite beginning: It is….)		                                            		     (1 mark)
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..


e) What does the statement: “They know that the person who forgets the ultimate is a slave to the immediate” mean?						                         	  (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
f) In a paragraph of not more than 50 words summarise why a person should make the effort to become a big-picture thinker. 					                                     (5 marks)
Rough copy
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
	Fair copy
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
g) What is the tone of this passage? Explain your answer.			              (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

h) Explain the meaning of the following expressions as used in the passage.	  (3 marks)
(i) wholeness ………………………………………………………...…………………
(ii) connect the unconnected…………………………………………………………….
(iii) mundane …………………………………………………………….………………

2. Read the excerpt below and use it to answer the questions that follow.                 (25 marks)        
Narine: 	You may have to excuse me, Sir. In light of the Minister’s clarification that the school has nothing more to do with the App, it is my understanding that your talk with Nicole is a private affair and has nothing to do with the school. (Rising from her seat) I, therefore, request, with all due respect, Sir, to be excused from this meeting.
Mossi:	(Looking surprised and fidgeting on his seat) Well... well... eh... I think that... eh... is well spoken. Madam Principal. I do not want to interfere with your work of running the school.
Narine: 	Thank you, Sir. (The Principal drains her glass and walks out. Mayor Mossi sighs, and looks at Nicole in the eye.)
Mossi:	I am sorry if I have appeared a bit hard on you, Nicole. I just want us to have an honest talk. (Mayor clears his throat) My major worry is that a malicious person, or a political opponent – like Hon. Basdeo – will deliberately post false information about me on that App.
Nicole:	I do not think you need to worry about that, Sir. If anyone posts false information, or defames you, there is nothing that stops you from pleading your grievance in a court of law.
Mossi: 	Most of the posts are anonymous. How can I take legal action against an anonymous person?
Nicole:	You see, the App is configured in such a way that the identity of those posting anonymously is hidden from the public but not from the administrator of the App. You can, therefore, obtain the identities of persons behind defamatory posts from the administrator. The proprietor of the App is under legal obligation to provide that information upon request by a court of law.
Mossi:	Even then, Nicole, The Samaritan App has far-reaching ramifications. Of course, I may have made some mistakes here and there. We all do. I have come here to own up to my mistake and to seek your understanding and help.
Nicole:	(Sips from her glass of water, with a look of surprise on her face) Understanding and help? From me?
Mossi: 	Yes, I mean, please find a way of eliminating some of the negative information that they post about me. I am very vulnerable to falsehoods as a leader.

a. Where does this meeting take place and what exactly has necessitated it?     (2 Marks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
b. What else is included in the minister’s clarification  in regards to the App    (3 Marks)                                    
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
c. Comment on any two instances of use of language in this excerpt.                (4 marks)                               
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
d. Why is Narine opting out of the discussion?   	                      	                 (3 marks)                                                                             
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
e. Identify the character trait of Mossi as portrayed in the excerpt.                     (2 marks)                              
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
f. I do not think you need to worry about that, Sir. (Add a question tag)             (1 mark)
................................................................................................................................................
g. Describe the mood prevailing in this excerpt. 			                 (3 marks)
……………...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

h. Discuss an issue brought out in the excerpt 			                (2 Marks)       ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
i. Contextualize the meaning of the following phrases.                                      (2 marks)  
i. “malicious”
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
ii. “proprietor”
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
j. With your knowledge of what comes after the excerpt, explain why Nicole is not in a position to help Mayor Mossi regarding the App.  				      (3 marks)	                                                                             
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................







3. Read the following narrative and then answer the questions that follow.
The Lioness and the Ostrich’s chicks
There once lived a lioness and an ostrich, who gave birth to young ones at the same time. After a few days, the lioness’ cubs were attacked by scabies and she decided to go and snatch the ostrich’s chicks who were still healthy. The latter did not know what to do, for she was afraid of the lioness. Not wishing to exchange her chicks with the cubs, she left them alone, and they died from hunger. The lioness took the chicks and went her way. 
The ostrich was troubled. She thought of a plan that would aid her in recovering her young ones. She set off in search of other animals to help her, but whoever she sought support from said, “The chicks belong to the lioness.” She went to all the animals, but none were brave enough to say: “The chicks belong to the ostrich.” The ostrich, nonetheless, continued to search and search, until she came across the mongoose.  
The ostrich repeated the story of the wrongs done to her by the lioness to the mongoose. When the latter had heard the story, he said to the ostrich: “Go and come back tomorrow.” As soon as the ostrich left, the mongoose went in search of a tall anthill with two outlets. The next day, when the ostrich returned to him, he said to her: “Go to such and such a place and you will find a tall anthill with a hole at the tip and gather all the animals there so that we can hold a meeting.”
When the day for the meeting arrived, the ostrich gathered all the animals and took them to the anthill with two outlets. The meeting was soon convened. Each animal stood up to speak. And each time an animal rose to speak, the lioness roared so as to scare him and prevent him from saying that the chicks belong to the ostrich. Each of them was scared. Since they were all scared of the lioness, each of them said: “The chicks belong to the lioness.” When all the others had had their turn to speak, Mongoose’s turn came. He rose up and said: “Have you finished what you had to say?” The others answered in unison: “Yes, we have.”
“Now, since I am rather short and if I stand at your midst you will not hear what I have to say, let me climb this anthill so that I too may speak my mind,’ continued Mongoose. 
“You have indeed spoken the truth,” the others consented.
“These matters are rather difficult,” spoke the Mongoose. “Is there a feathered one that begets a hairy one?” the congregation answered, “No”. Is there a hairy one that begets a feathered one?” continued the Mongoose. Again the congregation answered in the negative. The mongoose took a deep sigh before his final submission, whereupon he said: “Then you may all disperse for the chicks belong to the ostrich!” 
As he uttered these final words, he quickly disappeared into the hole on the top of the anthill, through the other end, and got away. The lioness tried to pounce on him, but she was too late. She sat at the entrance to keep watch for the mongoose until she died of hunger whereupon the mongoose went to play the bouncing game on her brisket and the ostrich got her chicks back. From this story there originates the saying: “The ostrich cannot be deprived of her feathers.” The end. 
a)  With a reason, categorise the narrative.				                            (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………….................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................b) Comment on the effectiveness of repetition used in the second paragraph.	     (2 marks)
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
c) Explain how the Mongoose determined that the chicks belonged to the ostrich.       (2 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
d) Pick out two features defining the narrative that it is a traditional oral narrative?       (4 marks)
…………………...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................e) Each of the animals said,  “The chicks belong to the lioness.” What does this prove? 
(2 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
f) Identify two aspect of style used in this narrative. 				               (4 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………...………………………………………………………………………………………..........................................................................................................................................................................................................
g) What moral lesson do we learn from the action of the ostrich in this story?	     (2 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
h) Explain the meaning of the following expressions as used in the story.	   	 (2 marks)
(i) begets ……………………………………………………………………………….
(ii)  pounce on …………………………………………………………………………..

4. Grammar								                                     (15 marks)
a) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each. Do not change the meaning.							               (4 marks)
(i) Saka will play in Saturday’s game even though he has an injury. (Begin: In spite…)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
(ii) I have not seen her so happy since she left college. (Begin: Not since….)
…………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(iii) He is my superior. (Rewrite using…junior… and without using his…)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
(iv) To clearly the think at all times was her goal. (Rewrite correcting the error)
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
b) Fill in the blanks with the correct   word to complete the sentences below.       (3 marks)    
i. …………………that fail; to obey wise counsel are to ruin (Them, They)
ii. One of the new government officials ……………. escorted to work every morning. (are, is)
iii. All she wanted was ……………………… (few, a few) moments on her own.
c) Complete with the correct preposition.       					(3 marks)                                                               
i. People generally knew him………………… the name Voke.
ii. I did not refuse to do the punishment as I was ………….the wrong.
iii. I have been unwell ……………………. last Wednesday. 

d) Fill the blanks with the correct form of word in the bracket. 			 (3 marks)	                                              
i. This is the man who was said to have ………………………. (bite) off his wife’s ear.
ii. The ranch animals get a lot of their ………………………… (sustain) from grazing.
iii. He worked ……………….which made him rise through the ranks.(fatigue)
(e)	Punctuate each of the following sentences correctly.				 (2 marks)
(i)	the girls leticia and Ivanna are my friends
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(ii)	benedict was happy he knew that he would soon travel to Italy 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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