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QUESTION 1: COMPREHENSION 					(20 MARKS)
Read the passage below then answer the questions that follow:
My favourite aunt is a woman anyone would admire, both her physical features and character.  She is the kind of person you want to be with all the time.
She is the eldest in my father’s family but she looks the youngest. Though in her mid-sixties, she looks twenty years younger. It is as if she has signed a contract with perpetual youth.  I have heard countless people ask her what her secret is, upon which she readily replies with a winsome smile. “I don’t look back in regret or look around in worry.  Instead, I always look up in hope.”  I don’t know, but I am tempted to believe that this philosophy has kept away the gnawing tooth of time.
At about five feet, her height wouldn’t catch the eye of a basketball coach. However, it goes well with her body on which there isn’t an ounce of flabby flesh. Actually, the ravages of multiple childbirth and age have not robbed her of her waistline and shapely figure. For one who has never heard of a gym let alone worked out in one, she is nicely put together.
One grudge that I have against her is that she inherited the very best that her parents had to offer in terms of hair, leaving my dad with stingy strands that you can almost count. No wonder mine defies even the most qualified stylist. When she was younger, my aunt liked to display hers in fancy hair-dos. I have seen earlier photographs in which it is shiny black, shoulder length and full bodied. Today, it has thinned a little and is no longer as long due to breakage. Shy streaks of gray are appearing but if you consider that some people twenty years her junior are already white- haired then you must concede that it is one of her best features.  She usually plaits it into two thick knots, one at the front and the other at the back. She then covers it with a headscarf as is required by her denomination.
She denies it but I bet that her face earned her many male stares when she was young. Dark in complexion, it is still smooth and even in tone though edged with tiny lines… I don’t like to call them wrinkles. Her eyes are bright with hope and wisdom. Even when she is sad, they retain their lustre and intensity. Her arched bushy eyebrows seem to be guarding these gems zealously. To complete the picture, her nose and mouth complement her rounded face perfectly. Her husband, my uncle, often teasingly tells her that her lips are a little too thick.  Being one to never lack a quick response or take offense easily, she quips: “Well the thicker the better to declare my overflowing love for you.”  For me, they are a reflection of her generous spirit.
Although she is not a fashion enthusiast, my aunt knows a thing or two about dressing smartly and elegantly. Her ankle – length pleated dresses are always neatly pressed and matched with the headscarf. She is fussy about who makes her outfits because she wants them to come out just right. I am sure she had sampled several seamstresses before she settled on her current one to whom I have been introduced. Navy blue is her favourite colour. I have heard it said that it is the colour of confidence and if my aunt is anything to go by, I think it is true.
In the entire neighbourhood, she is known as “Mama Safi.” A former customer of hers tells me the nickname is two-fold. “years ago, she used to run a shop named so and she grew to become synonymous with it, hence the nickname. But the story doesn’t begin there. When she opened the shop, it was simply known as “Duka”. She would sweep in front of it every so often and sprinkle water to keep away dust. Inside the items were neatly arranged according to their types and sizes. If she accidently spilt substances like milk and sugar, she would immediately clean up the mess.”
Perhaps you are wondering why I like Auntie Joyce so much. Well, we, her nieces and nephews concur that she does many things for us. She spoils us the way only a grandmother can, she advises us the way only an aunt can, imparting pearls of wisdom when the girls confide their men’s troubles in her; she supports us the way only friends can – listening to our side of the story when our parents fail to.
(Taken from Secret from Beyond; Oloo Oliver, unpublished)

QUESTIONS
a) According to the passage why is the narrator’s aunt her favourite? 		(2 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………

b) What is the secret behind the narrator’s aunt’s youthful appearance? 		(2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…

c) Why does the narrator begrudge her favourite aunt?  				(2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…

d) She is the kind of person you want to be with all the time.  (Rewrite adding a question tag)  											(1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

e) How can we tell that the narrator’s aunt is aging?				           (2 marks)
……………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….…………

f) Describe the relationship between the narrator’s aunt and her uncle.  		  (2 marks)
..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..………………………………………………………………………………………………

g) Explain why ‘gym’ is mentioned in this passage.					  (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..….……………………………………………………………………………………………….

h) What evidence is there in the passage to show that the narrator’s aunt wants her to follow in her footsteps? 									(2 marks)
………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………

i) List why the narrator’s favourite aunt is liked by the nieces and nephews. 	(2 marks)
………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………

j) Explain the meaning of the following expressions as used in the passage. 	(3 marks)
i) Signed a contract with perpetual youth.
……………………………………..……………………………………………………………
	ii) Earned her many male stares.
……………………………………..……………………………………………………………
	iii) Pearls of wisdom. 
……………………………………..……………………………………………………………




QUESTION 2: THE SAMARITAN 					(25 MARKS)
Read the following excerpt and then answer the questions that follow.
Bembe: You have a reputation for being too strong-willed to be suitable for a school teacher. You’re as stubborn as a mule.
Nicole: What crime is that?
Bembe: Well, it is not a crime as such; but don’t you think it is a bad influence to the students?
(Bangs the table violently and shouts an order. Two police officers enter.) Handcuff her! (There is a commotion as the officers reach out to Nicole. She resists but is overpowered. There is an interval of silence as Bembe begins to rummage through papers on Nicole’s table. Nicole refuses to move and sits down on the floor. The officers drug her on the floor) Stop. (The officers stop. There is silence. Then Bembe moves behind Nicole’s table and starts pulling the drawers open, one after the other, removing and throwing papers all over the floor.) Where have you hidden it?
Nicole: Hidden what?
Bembe: The Samaritan! (Nicole is visibly surprised at the answer but remains silent) I will tell you this, whenever you see me personally involved in an arrest, you must know it’s a serious matter, as serious as death. And you should be afraid. Very afraid!
Nicole: I am not guilty of anything, and I refuse to be intimidated!
Bembe: (Inspector Bembe bangs the table violently with his gun. Nicole recoils with a start.) Woman! Show some seriousness! This is no laughing matter. Are you willing to talk?
Nicole: About what? (There is silence as Inspector Bembe wears his beret and places his sceptre under his armpit)
Bembe: About The Samaritan.
Nicole: What about The Samaritan?
Bembe: Where is it?
Nicole: I don’t understand you?
Bembe: Where is it? (He repeats angrily)
Nicole: (Swinging her head in disbelief) I have no such thing in my possession, but you can download it from the internet.
Bembe: (Hitting Nicole on the face with a bunch of papers) Now you have to tell those two students to shut that thing off. Alright?
Nicole: Why should I?
Bembe: Because it is the right thing to do!
Nicole: I have no right to dictate what they do with their App.
Bembe: Then you have to shut it down yourself! We believe The Samaritan is your brainchild!
The two students are just a cover-up! And the App is a grave danger to society!
Nicole: Mr. Inspector, when The Samaritan helps us fight environmental degradation by exposing the culprits, is that dangerous?
Bembe: Fighting environmental degradation is none of the school’s business! We have competent agencies employed to do that! Teach the authorized curriculum.
Nicole: When it helps us to know who supplies air to the Municipal Council instead of goods and services, is that dangerous?
QUESTIONS
a) Explain what happens before this excerpt.						(3 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b) In the light of what has been happening in the text, why does Inspector Bembe tell Nicole that she has a reputation for being too strong-willed to be suitable for a school teacher?
(2 marks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………..……
………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………..…………
c) Discuss two thematic concerns of the writer raised in the excerpt. 		(4 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………
d) Identify the character traits of Inspector Bembe and Nicole as brought out in this excerpt:
i) Inspector Bembe.									 (2 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ii) Nicole.									 	(2 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

e) With reference to the rest of the play, what became of Nicole after the arrest by Inspector Bembe? 										(3 marks) 
………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

f) You’re as stubborn as a mule. (Rewrite adding a question tag) 			(1 mark)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
g) Are you threatening a police officer? (Change the interrogative into a statement.) (1 mark) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
h) Pick out two stylistics devices employed in the excerpt and illustrate them. 	(4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
i) Explain the meanings of the following words used in the excerpt. 		(3 marks)
i) Intimidated................................................................................................................................
ii)Brainchild.................................................................................................................................
iii)Grave ………………………………………………………………………………………..


QUESTION 3: POETRY 							(20 MARKS)
Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow. 
BACK HOME
And one day I went back home:
Back home to the old homestead
With a ring of old huts
Surrounding a wide compound:

Swept clean for children to play
And yell and laugh and cry.
I walked briskly, thinking of home
Smoke rising from the huts
Filtered through the thatched roofs:

Dripping wet after a shower of rain;
Moist ground in the compound,
Grandpa sitting on his stool
And sipping from his gourd;
Birds singing in the mango tree:

And then finally I reached home:
The air heavy with silence
Huts, down in dry heaps of dilapidation
Shoots of scorched elephant grass:
Growing piously in the compound:

A carpet of mango leaves
Falling on the mound of earth
Under which was buried but the tip
Yes, only the tip of grandpa’s walking staff
Could be seen peeping from under the earth:

Pointing down to where the owner lay;
The lasting indication
Of his inability to talk again
Except by echoes of silence
Telling me I went back too late:
                                            Twani Mwaikusa.
Questions
(a) Who is the persona in the poem? 			             		              (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(b) What is the poem about? 			             			              (3 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

(c) Identify and illustrate the persona’s character trait.				  (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

(d) Where is grandpa? Give a reason for your answer. 			              (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

(e) What is the mood of the poem?	          			  			  (3 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

(f) Explain any two features of style used in the poem.		 	  	  (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…

(g) Explain the meaning of the following lines as used in the poem.             	  (2 marks)
‘Of his inability to talk again
Except by echoes of silence”
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
QUESTION 4: GRAMMAR 						      (15 MARKS)
a) Choose the correct alternative to complete the sentences. 			(3 marks)
i) ii) It hurts to…………………….………... (loose/lose) a friend.
ii) Since last year,………………………. of theft have reduced. (incidence, incidents)
iii) Could you …………………. (sent, send) a reply to them as quickly as possible?

b) Use a preposition to complete the following sentences. 			(3 marks)
i) My uncle deals ………………… second hand clothes.
ii) The train went …………………………. the tunnel.
iii) Wekesa mistook Wambui ……………………….. her sister.

c) Rewrite the following sentences as instructed. 					(3 marks)
i) Of the two books, the first is longest. (Rewrite to correct the error)
……………………………………………………………………………………………..……
iii) The snake did not bite the boy (Begin: The boy…)
……………………………………………………………..……………………………………
iii) Jane is both humble and obedient. (Rewrite using: Not only………..)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

d) Fill in the blank spaces with the most appropriate pronoun. 			(3 marks)
i) He plays the guitar better than …………………………. (me, I)
ii) He bought a loaf for Mercy and ………………………… (he, him)
iii) It was ………………………… (he, him) that won the race.

e) Replace the underlined words with the correct phrasal verb formed from the word in brackets										 (3 marks)
i) Kirui withdrew from the London marathon due to a knee injury. (pull)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii) I can't tolerate my neighbour's noise any longer; it's driving me mad. (put)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
iii) He had his dog killed because it was in a lot of pain from its tumours. (put)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
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