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It provides moral and spiritual guidance

Helps them to discover the will of God

Reading the bible is an aspect of Christian worship

The bible is the basis Christian doctrines and practices

It gives guidance on relationship among human beings

It is the word of God

Christians come to discover who they are

It is a source of consolation to Christians

Source of inspiration

Source of knowledge

Helps in spiritual development and maturity

Helps them understand the universe and their relationship to it.
Helps them understand the meaning of their lives and relationship to God and to one another.

Reading the bible to others
It is used for instructing new converts
Preaching/ teaching from the bible

Both Adam and Eve realized they were naked

ii. They became ashamed

iii. They hid from God/ Feared to face God

iv. They started blaming each other

v. The serpent was cursed

vi. Enemity between the serpent and human beings developed
vii. The woman was to experience pain in child — bearing
viii. The man was made to rule over the woman

ix. The man was to toil/ sweat in or order to eat

X. The ground was made to produce weeds and thorns

xi. Death was introduced in their lives

xii. They were chased/ banished from the garden of Eden

Poetic

Wise saying

Prose and narratives
Letters

Prayers

Legal expressions
Songs

Prophetic speeches
Gospels
Philosophical essays
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By abandoning the idol worship to serve Yahweh the true God

By accepting to leave Haran to unknown land

By building altars at Bethel and Schechem in honour of God

By accepting circumcision as a sign of the covenant

By sacrificing the animals in the covenant making

By accepting to change their names Abram to Abraham and SArai to Sarah
By agreeing to sacrifice his son Isaac

By worshipping God

By believing in the fulfillment of God’s promises

By making a covenant with God

The covenant was more binding than the one made between human beings

Abraham established a personal relationship with God

It was a confirmation of the previous promises made to Abraham

It was the beginning of God’s salvation to mankind

By passing through the carcasses God took the responsibility of fulfilling his promises
God’s passing in between the carcasses was a sign of protection

Christians have become beneficiaries of the promises made to Abraham

To obey what God commanded them

Not to make any treaty with those who lived in the land where they were going

To destroy their altars/ smash their sacred stones/ cut down their Asherah

Not to worship any other God

To keep the feast of unleavened bread

To rest on the seventh day

Not to intermarry with the foreigners

Not to make idols

To offer to God the first of their crops

To dedicate all their born male children and first born male of their domestic animals to God

Moses was afraid to go face Pharaoh who wanted to kill him having killed an Egyptian
He doubted whether the Israelites would accept or believe him.

He lacked adequate knowledge of the God of Israel

He lacked confident in himself

He was not eloquent in speech

Moses doubted the power of God and his mighty works that would convince pharaoh

Every man chose a lamb or a young goat for his family
. The chosen animal was slaughtered
. Blood was put on the two door post of the house
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The slaughtered animal was to be roasted

The Israelites ate the unleavened bread/ bitter herbs
They ate while fully dressed for the journey in a hurry
They stayed indoors till morning

They burnt all the leftovers of the meal

Anointed the first two kings of Israel ( Saul and David)
Judging the people

Foretold God’s plan for the future

Reminded the people of God’s ways

Acted as a mediator between God and people
Condemned social injustice or corruption

Brought to the king’s attention their mistakes
Condemned idolatry

Offered sacrifices

He brought the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem

He made Jerusalem a holy city where Israelites from all over the land came for important religious occasions
He composed psalms which were used in worship by the Israelites

He showed respect to the prophet of Yahweh and listened to their messages

He wanted to build a temple for God

When he made mistakes he asked for Yahweh’s forgiveness

He Constantly sort God’s guidance

It was based on nature/cosmic/cyclic/changes in seasons.
It was polytheistic/comprised of many gods and goddesses.
Symbols/idols/images were made to represent each god/goddess.

. Temple prostitution was part of the worship of gods and goddesses.
. Human and animal sacrifices were made to the gods/goddesses.

festivals and feasts were celebrated in honour of the gods and goddesses.

. Rituals were performed to ensure continued fertility and well being of the community.
There were prophets and prophetesses for each god and goddess.

Each god and goddess played a specific role in the community.

There was a chief god and goddess.

Temples/shrines/High places of worship of Gods/goddesses.

» Female circumcision/ clitoridectomy has been discouraged

Circumcision can be done at any age/ time

Some communities take their children to hospital for circumcision

Education of the initiates is offered by persons/ bodies other than traditional sponsors

Some initiation practices like removal of teeth/ tattooing of the body are being discouraged/ discarded
Some communities have minimized/ stopped elaborate ceremonies/ rituals associated with initiation
People are being discouraged from using the same circumcision instruments
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e Initiation practices are no longer a test of courage/ bravery
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