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COMPREHENSION 

Few in Kenya may have noticed this headline story. Last week, Cape Town municipal authorities approved a punitive tariff for high water usage in the South African city which has a population of nearly four million people. This was in response to a crippling drought that has gripped the city well known for its high tourist traffic. Cape Town is said to be suffering the worst drought in recorded history, according to climate researchers. If residents don’t save enough water, Cape Town will reach “Day Zero” on April 21, and will have to turn off the taps and risking becoming the first major city in the world to run dry.

To prevent” Day Zero”, the city’s officials announced residents will be limited to 50 litres per person per day   from February 1. The water crisis facing Cape Town is a clear pointer of climate change that continues to ravage the earth.

Kenya is not immune from ravaging effects of climate change. It’s barely  a year ago since water rationing measures were instituted in Nairobi after water levels at Ndakaini Dam, which meets 85 percent of Nairobi’s water demand, fell below the half-full mark.

A lot has been said about what could be done to mitigate against the effects of climate change- particularly the erratic weather patterns that have affected agriculture and the management of the planets water resources. But I dare say little has been said or done to promote water recycling as a mitigation measure to consider. In Kenya, the discussion around water recycling has largely centered around manufacturers who, in any case, have to find more efficient ways of production to keep their overheads as low as possible. I think it’s time the discussion around water recycling went further out into households and businesses operating in Kenya.

While recycling is a term that has been generally applied to plastic bottles and paper waste, water can be recycled as well.

Water recycling is essentially all about reusing treated wastewater for beneficial purposes such as agricultural and landscape irrigation, industrial processes, toilet flushing, and replenishing a ground water basin (referred to as ground water recharge). Israel is already leading on this front, with reports indicating that almost 90% of Israel waste water is purified and used in irrigation.

Spain comes a distant second as it recycles only 20% of its waste water, compared to Israel’s 87% .Through water conservation and reuse , Israel has been able not only to survive drought and periods of droughts ; it has also been able to thrive and use reclaimed  water as a fulcrum for creating new businesses and economic opportunities. Water recycling indeed offers resources and financial savings.

In Kenya, quite a number of entrepreneurs have already come up with solutions such as biodigesterthat  recycle domestic waste water reuse. Property developers are also increasingly factoring waste water treatment and recycling into their building plans. The Karen Waterfront Mall in Nairobi, is an emerging case in point on how water resources can be recycled and sustainably put to good use. At the heart of the soon-to-be opened mall is a lake, 14,000 square metres in size, which doubles up as a wetland. , It will be the main water storage area, while the land will act as the catchment area. 

The mall has adopted a system that will see it incorporate sophicated water recycling and storage system. This way, the waterfront will considerably reduce its reliance on water supplies from public utility companies. This not only makes sense ecologically, but also makes huge financial sense, especially considering that as much as 75% of the water bill that consumers pay in Nairobi constitutes sewerage costs.

Turning to green building solutions such as the water recycling systems adopted by the Karen Waterfront Mall can indeed curb the problem of water shortage in major urban centers such as Nairobi, whose populations are growing by leaps and bounds every year. Nairobi, whose name actually means “A place of cool waters” in the Maa language, can avoid the agony of what Cape Town is going through if it adopts water recycling as a means of enhancing sustainable use of its water resources. Let’s all remember, every drop counts. As the adage goes: waste not, want not!

QUESTIONS 

1. What is ‘Day Zero ‘according to the writer? (2mks)
2. What reason does the author give for the above phenomenon.(2mks)
3. Why is it difficult to mitigate against the effect of climate change? (2mks)
4. Water recycling indeed offers resources and financial savings.

(Use not only) (1mk)
5. In note form , give the benefits of water reuse (5mks)
6. What is the writer’s tone towards water conservation? (2mks)

7. How has Israel benefited by reusing its water.(2mks)
8. Explain the meaning of the following expressions as used in the passage.

i) Leaps and bounds
ii) Waste not want not
iii) Ravaging 
iv) mitigate


Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow. (25 marks)
             She felt the weight of injustice that women have felt since time immemorial in her male dominated world. Even a half- wit like her brother-in –law could rob her of her  hard earned wealth, and her grandson of his rightful position as the chief, for in all  truth Otieno should have held the chief’s stool only until the infant Owuor came of age, but it was now clear he had no intention of ever giving up the chiefdom and after his death, his numerous sons would make sure that it stayed in the family. Owuor would be outnumbered practically by infinity to one. As it was, his grandmother feared for his life and watched him like a hawk.   It was disquieting to have all one’s egg in this one tiny frail basket.

             After pondering over her predicament at length Akoko decided to make contact with the sirikal and seek their intervention. The first thing she did was to remove her two year old grandson and take him back to her brother, Oloo in Yimbo. His mother had meanwhile married one of the numerous cousins. In any case she was not the sort of woman to fight for her rights, leave alone her sons’s. All she wanted was a husband and some security, and who could blame her? After all not everybody could be like Akoko.

            Before she left she went to see her daughter Nyabera who was in mourning again having lost both her sons to a ferocious outbreak of measles which had raged through her village during the last harvest. She was pregnant again but so downcast and depressed that she stayed in her house, rarely going out and hardly eating. She needed help and her mother decided to spend some time with her before leaving.

            She found her daughter thin to the point of emaciation with her belly sticking out before her like an appendage. When she saw her mother still unbent and uncowed by suffering, looking like a woman half her age, she just broke down and wept in her arms as if she was a little girl again.

             “Cry my child, for one does not bury a child without burying  apart of one’s soul with it. It  is good to cry for who can comprehend the ways of Were? It is for us men to wash away our painful confusion with tears and then to carry on, perhaps there might be some meaning in it all that only glimmers like firefly in a dark night.  Who knows but that one day,Were will give you a child that lives and grows? Yesterday is not today and today is not tomorrow for each day rises fresh from the hands of Were god of the eye of the rising sun, bringing with it gladness and sorrow, sun and darkness, the two faces of Were; for how can we appreciate light unless we understand darkness? Weep my child and do not hold pain within yourself for it will turn into a snake that devours you from the inside.”

 Questions

 i. What happens immediately before this excerpt?     3 marks

ii. Name two injustices Akoko suffer from her brother-in-law.       2 marks
iii. Akoko and her daughter can be said to be similarly ill-fated. Give reasons using evidence from the extract and elsewhere in the novel.    2 marks
iv. “After all not everybody was like Akoko”. How was Akoko different from her grandson’s mother mentioned in the excerpt?         2 marks

v. (a) Akoko mentions of going to the sirikal for intervention.As brought out in the passage and elsewhere in the text, why did she want intervention? 2 marks

(b) Apart from the sirikal, name other changes that come with the white man.      4marks

vi. Comment on any one stylistic device used in the excerpt.         2 marks

vii. Akoko’s life and lineage is paralleled to the journey of a river. Justify. 6 marks
viii. ‘For how can we appreciate life unless we understand darkness?’ Identify any one character who goes through this experience. Explain. 2mark
Read the oral narrative below and then answer the questions that follow. (20 marks)

Nyasaye (God) wanted to put a stop to the rampages of death-death which claims the lives of everyone


Young and old


Boys and girls


Men and women


Strangers and kinsmen;

Death which kills


The innocent and the guilty


Chiefs and their subjects


The healthy and the sick


The wise and the foolish.

So one day he sent a servant to earth with a message for all his people.  “send me an offering of fresh, untainted fat,” he ordered. “It should be as clean and sparkling as the moon.” Hearing this, the people slaughtered a goat, removed its pure white fat, and placed it in a clay dish overspread with fine fresh leaves.
Now they summoned Ngo’ngruok, also known as Haniafuthe Chameleon, and ordered him to take their offering to Nyasaye. They also fashioned a long pole that reached up to heaven where Nyasaye dwells in his glory. This was the path Ng’ongruok would follow when carrying their offering.

 But Ng’onguruok accidentally soiled the fat with his clumsy feet, and on his arrival before Nyasaye, presented a dirty and unsightly offering. Nyasaye was furious and rejected it, shouting: “tell the people of earth that because of this insult they must continue to die, just as their ancestors have done!”

Ng’ongruok descended from heaven delivered Nyasaye’s message, and returned the offering to the people. Ever since then, alas death has continued to ravage human beings.  For his clumsiness, Ngo’ngruok was cursed by the people. Hence, he must always walk on all fours, and his steps must be hesitant and slow. That is why you will always see him carrying one leg raised from the ground as he tries to decide exactly where to tread.

(Adapted from: keep my words by B. Onyange-gutu and A.A Roscoe)

Questions (20marks)
a) Giving illustrations,classify the above narrative. (3 marks)

b) Identify and explain two features of oral narratives evident in the genre above. (4marks) 
c) With illustrations, explain  the attitude of the community mentioned in the passage towards death. (3 marks)
d) Describe the personality of the following. (4 marks)

I) Ngo’ngruok
II) Nyasaye

e) Explain two aspects of culturepractised by the community from which the narrative is drawn. (2 marks)
f) Explain the nature of death as brought out in the narrative. (2 marks)
g) Explain one moral lesson learnt. (2 marks)

GRAMMAR  (15 marks)
a) Complete the following sentences using the appropriate form of the word given in brackets 

1. Grace did not know that a tree had 


her house (strike)

2. A solar eclipse  can be an 


sight (awe)

3. Don’t just sit there 


;help her (idle)

b) Rewrite the following sentences as instructed. Do not change the meaning .(3mks)

1. Cherono’s handwriting is better than anyone else’s in this class (rewrite using a superlative)

2. He was so generous that he was soon went bankrupt.

              Begin: such ……….

3. It is the most beautiful painting I have ever seen.

End …………..  beautiful painting 

c) Explain the difference in meaning (4mks)

1. a). She went  and bought herself a skirt .
b) She went and bought a skirt herself.

2. a) Peter was executed like a murderer.

          b) Peter was executed as a murderer.

          c) Add question tags to the following sentences (2mks)

            i) I don’t think anyone will volunteer…………………
  ii) Don’t play with your rose………………..
Supply one word to replace the underlined ones 2marks

1.People who repair shoes usually require basic training

2.The people gathered to listen to the preacher were very attentive last Sunday

Change the following sentence into passive.1 mark
Darren flew the plane over the Pacific
